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Be All That You Can Be 
 

“Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery.” 1 Timothy 4:14  

 
The title of this article is also the slogan of one of the branches of 
our military force.  The last few months of our Sunday morning Bi-
ble class have revolved around this idea.  We have given considera-
tion to better understanding ourselves to the end that we might 
better discern what our gifts (abilities) are and how we may use 
them in God’s service.  As members of the family of God, we have 
each been called and equipped for service – Ephesians 2:10 “For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 
 
The gifts that we possess have been given to us by God to be used 
for God.  Using our individual gifts to this end is good stewardship 
– 1 Peter 4:10 “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God.”  Working in God’s service is a mandate.  However, it is also a 
choice.  We must choose to be used.  There must be a willingness to 
serve before we can serve.  Surely, we are all aware of the danger of 
being idle as was the servant that received one talent (Matthew 
25:14ff). 
 
Moreover, let us be content to use the gifts which we have been giv-
en as opposed to those we may desire to have.  Use the gift in you. 
As was once said, “Don’t quit on being who God has called you to 
be.”  No one has the ability to do everything, but we all have the 
ability to do something.  Each part of the body plays a significant 
and important role in the well-being of the whole (1 Corinthians 
12).  Above all, whatever our individual gifts may be, may we each 
use them to the praise, glory, and honor of our Heavenly Father.  
To God be the glory!  Amen. 
 
                                                                 In Him, 
                                                                 Ricky Cook 



Order of  Worship We Need A Light 
 

Recent destructive tornadoes in our country have 
caused me to think about how dangerous such storms 
are when they come in the dark of night. You can’t look 
outside and see them coming! 

When I was a kid, radar technology wasn’t anywhere 
near the quality we have today. White blobs on a black 
background may have told you rainclouds were present, 
but you didn’t know if there were dangerous storms in 
those blobs. Today, of course, we have Doppler radar 
which makes it much easier to see rotating storms, but 
there is still danger in the night when people are asleep 
or otherwise not paying attention. 

Spiritually, there is great danger in the darkness, as 
well. In the obscurity of shadows, we might fall victim 
to many things: 

Unseen Obstacles. “The way of the wicked is like 
darkness; They do not know what makes them stum-
ble” (Prov. 4:19). To keep us from tripping, we need a 
light! The word of God is the floodlight to keep us safe 
(Psalm 119:105). 

Predators. Vicious hunters roam about at night to give 
themselves an advantage over their prey. Satan is a 
predator (1 Peter 5:8), and he wants to keep you in the 
dark. We need a light to see predators for what they re-
ally are (John 3:20).  

Sin. How many evil deeds take place at night? Adulter-
ers, thieves, and murders do their work in cover of 
darkness (Job 24:13-17), as do drunkards (1 Thess. 5:7). 
We need a light to expose darkness and keep us from 
sin (Eph. 5:8-12). 

Doubt and Confusion. The Philippian jailor made a 
snap judgment based on incomplete information, almost 
committing suicide because he feared he had lost all his 
prisoners (Acts 16:25-34). Having already drawn his 
sword to end his own life, he stopped when Paul told 
him that everyone was still there. It was only after this 
that the jailor “called for a light” (Acts 16:29) to see for 
himself the true state of affairs. We need a light to get 
rid of doubt and confusion!  

We need a light, and that light is Jesus the Christ. 
“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, ‘I am the light 
of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in dark-
ness, but have the light of life’” (John 8:12). Are you 
walking in the light of the Lord? 

                                                      Matt Clifton 
                                                            BulletinDigest.com 
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