January 10, 2021

Staying Focused on Jesus, Part 2
‘AT HIS FEET’
“She knelt at His feet weeping…she kept kissing His
feet…”-Luke 7:38-39
What does it mean to be ‘at the feet of Jesus’? It means at least three
things: worship, learning and serving in love. Let’s explore all three.
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In many scriptures “bowing down before Him” is mentioned by
God—for instance in Psalm 22:27…”All the families of the nations
will bow down to Him.” This passage has to do with the total Sovereignty of God over everything and everyone. He is worthy of everyone’s worship and praise!
Jesus shows up on earth and some woman bows at His feet while He
is eating dinner, and starts crying on His feet and cleaning them off with
her hair. The striking thing about this is not that she is a sinner and
‘wasting’ expensive perfume (as perceived by His disciples), but that she
was literally kissing His feet and serving Him in love. She is worshipping
Him. The Greek word often used for worship in the New Testament
(starting in John 4) is ‘prokuneo’, which means to kiss towards feet. It
means true worship. You are bowing to kiss the feet of the Most Sovereign
King! This captures of the very essence of the new worship declared by
Jesus to the woman at the well. In Matthew 28:9 it says (after Jesus was
resurrected), “As they went, Jesus met them…and they ran to Him,
grasped His feet and worshipped Him.”
Second, being ‘at His feet’ means learning from Him, listening to every
word He speaks, carefully observing everything He does. We know that
Jesus called each of His disciples to “Come, follow Me…Come learn from
me…” Jesus calls all of us to come and learn from Him. That’s what a disciple is, a learner. The Greek word for disciple is ‘mathetes’. The root word
is math (‘a disciplined endeavor’). Being a follower of Jesus means dedicating yourself to the disciplined endeavor of learning from Him, giving
yourself completely to this process. He is the Master Teacher. This is what
Luke 6:40 is all about.
Third, being at Jesus’ feet means serving in love. Ironically, Jesus
teaches us how to serve each other in genuine love by getting down and
washing our feet. He demonstrates His love to us by serving us by washing our filthy feet (John 13). It is hard to imagine that a Sovereign King
with all authority would literally ‘stoop so low’, but that’s exactly what He
chose to do to convey His awesome and massive love for us.

We have so much to learn at Jesus’ feet this year. Let us get
very focused together on this most important task. Let us help each
other to stay focused on Him.
In HIS GREAT LOVE, Bren
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The Importance of Knowledge

It has been suggested that the word “knowledge” is the
key word of 2 Peter. A quick reading of Peter’s letter
shows why that may be true. In the New King James
—
Version, the word appears five times in chapter 1, once
in chapter 2, and is found in the final verse of chapter 3.
You also find “know,” “knowing,” “known,” and “knows”
a total of eight times.
There is an essential connection between knowledge
and true freedom. Jesus said, “And you shall know the
truth and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).
Paul tied salvation to the knowledge of truth in 1 Tim.
2:4.
It is also clearly shown that ignorance of truth will not
produce what God wants. In Acts 3:17, Peter credits ignorance with the killing of the Prince of life (15). Paul
blamed alienation from God on ignorance on the part of
the Gentiles (Eph. 4:18).
But, why is spiritual knowledge so important? Consider
three benefits Peter mentions:
Escape from Pollution. According to 2 Pet. 2:20,
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ had
helped people escape the pollutions of the world. The
Greek word Peter used is the highest form of
knowledge; full, perfect, precise. The world system of
evil is corrupt and corrupting. Moral deterioration and
Use The New Year to Get Closer spiritual death are the result. It thrives on ignorance of
truth. This knowledge of Jesus will lead to recognition
to God
of His authority and obedience to His commands. ObeyThis world is not my home. I want to go to ing the truth leads to a purified soul (1 Pet. 1:22).
heaven. Use this New Year to get closer to Entering The Way of Peace. Peter could connect
peace and knowledge (2 Pet. 1:2) for those who first
God and closer to heaven. I want to go to
read his letter. They were no longer alienated and eneheaven because it is a place of beauty and
mies of God. Their peace had come through Jesus (Rom.
splendor. Our hope is, “Laid up for you in 5:1). And, now, they could enjoy the “peace of
heaven, of which you heard before in the
God” (Phil. 4:7).
word of the truth of the gosEnabled To Prepare For The Future. As Peter
pel” (Colossians 1:5). Heaven is a, “City
closed this short letter, he wanted to remind readers
which has foundations, whose builder and that the “day of the Lord” was coming (2 Pet. 3:10).
Physical things will be destroyed (11). Knowledge of
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). Imagine
being in a place where, “The Lord God Al- what is ahead for us should help us desire growth in
that knowledge. Such growth will help us prepare for it,
mighty and the Lamb” are its temple
persist in our determined allegiance to God’s way, and
(Revelation 21:22). Heaven is a place of
proclaim His truth to those yet living in ignorance.
beauty, joy, comfort and delight. Let’s go

to heaven together. I love you.
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