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Dear friends, 

We hope you are all managing to hang on to patience while we wait for the 

pandemic to be in the rear-view mirror.   Personally, it has been a year of 
unexpected blessings along with the challenges and perhaps you would say 

the same.   At least we have all been in this together, even our friends 
around the world.   I am grateful that children seem to be least vulnerable to 

Covid19 and via some very creative means have continued their education.    

The school year in Zambia had a late start this year and class time will be 

made up during the first term break.   Typically, the break is for four weeks 
and this year it will be shortened to two weeks.   It is a good decision on the 

part of the Ministry of Education.    

We’ve just received photos of ‘our’ new crop of Grade 10 pupils.   They do 
tend to feel like our children!    Their Grade 9 results were posted on-line 

and from there pupils had to print them, take the printed copy to their 
assigned high school, get in a queue for the official thwack of a school 

stamp, and then consider how they might pay for the fees.    At least 27 
found their way to Mrs. Mbumwae to ask for financial help.   Ruhtt has sent 

their biographical information and today sent photos via Whatsapp.   On this 

side, Doreen is busy tidying up the details and if you are waiting for a new 

student this year the information is coming very soon!    

Meantime, the Grade 10 pupils have settled into their schools.   All of the 

new high school pupils are assigned to either Kalomo High School or 
Namwianga Christian Secondary School and are in boarding.   For most it is 

big shift from village life with their family to life in town (Kalomo High) or to 
the Namwianga campus.   They will have electricity and running water and 

three meals a day provided for them.   Please don’t conjure up an image of 
anything fancy…. but it is different!   They may only be 20km from home but 

in many ways they are a world away.    



On the left is a photo taken 
of new pupils gathering 

at  Mbumwaes home to 
complete their application 

forms.   They come with a 
parent/guardian and a 

community member.   

Ruhtt appoints leaders in 
the Grade 12 classes and 

assigns them the task of 

welcoming and mentoring 
the new and possibly timid 

Grade 10’s.   There can be 
class differences in these 

schools relating to economic backgrounds and it is important for the pupils 
coming from the lower end of the scale to gain confidence and 

friendships.   On Sundays they will worship together and soon enough many 
of the newcomers will join a choir or two.   It never fails to amaze us how 

truly gifted they are musically and how easily they share this gift.    

Blessings on each of you and thank you for supporting these young people 

to fulfill their dreams of graduating from high school, and beyond.   

Joan -  on behalf of our team, and most importantly - on behalf of each pupil 

and parent represented.    

 


