
For sponsors of pupils 

February 14, 2021 

Dear friends, 

Greetings to you on this Valentine’s Day.   This is the first February in years we have not been in Zambia 

meeting new pupils, saying hello to the ones who are continuing, and stepping into classrooms to greet 

teachers with their pupils.   Zambians have an expression when discussing disappointment: “at least”.   

Two words to communicate that there is desire for things to be different but “at least”.    At least I have 

my family, at least I have food, at least I am healthy.   This is how I am feeling this month “at least”!! 

The 2021 school year opening was delayed by two weeks and finally got underway on February 1st.   

Pupils and teachers are wearing face masks to protect from Covid19 and we pray for an uninterrupted 

term of learning.   Zambia is now experiencing the second wave of the virus and we know several people 

who have been sick.   Thankfully, all have recovered.   They report that children have mild symptoms, 

much like young people here in Canada.   If teachers do not become sick the schools should be able to 

operate normally.   

Grade 10 pupils are still waiting for their Grade 9 exam results.   Each year the Ministry of Education sets 

a “cut off” point for passing Grade 9 based on available space in the region’s boarding high schools.   The 

pass rate for boys is usually a little higher than for girls, and the pass rate may or may not be above 50%.   

Pupils will receive a document from the Ministry giving them their marks and if they have passed the 

‘cut-off’ they will be assigned to a specific boarding high school.  Boarding high school is when the cost 

of attending school leaps from a nominal fee for PTA fees to an amount that is unaffordable for some 

families.   Thus, many families with their hopeful child will knock at Ruhtt’s door to ask for help.   She will 

set a specific Saturday for everyone to come to apply and then she assesses each application.  Some will 

receive 100% of their fees, others, whose families have some income but not enough, will receive half 

sponsorship.  Some whose marks are low will receive help for two terms to see if they can get their 

academic legs under them.   Often, they do!   And some pupils who enter Grade 10 with strong marks 

will have failing marks by the end of the year.   There are always surprises.  A significant layer of 

challenge relates to language.   Many (most?) of the children in Southern Province grow up in a rural 

community where the only language spoken is Chitonga.   Then, they attend schools where their 

teachers may be weak in English language, yet they must teach in English to prepare students for Grade 

7, 9 and 12 exams – each of them written in English.   It is a system that handicaps many young people 

and each year when the Grade 12 pupils graduate, I cheer, knowing how hard they have had to work! 

The rains are particularly good this year!   Crops and gardens are growing well and giving hope.   Rains 

come during the summer in Zambia.   Some days it comes softly and lasts for the day.   Most often, 

though, it comes in a deluge with thunder and lightning and often a good wind.   Whichever way it 

comes it is a blessing.   

You are a blessing, too.   Thank you for supporting pupils in 2021! 

Joan 


