
Dear Friends: 
 

Joan Mann sent the following to supporters of Zambian teachers.  I am sending it to you as you are supporters 
of students and this information is relevant to you as well. 

 

I,  too,  have been very concerned about Third World countries receiving vaccinations.  Recently I read that 
UNICEF was canvassing for donations to purchase vaccinations for other countries.  Any donation will be 
doubled by our Canadian government matching what we donate.  I felt like this was a way that we could help 
and thought I would share it with you. 
  

Blessings, 
Doreen Mann 

 
Zambia Teacher Update – July 2021 

 

Greetings!    
 

Rick Warren once wrote “I used to think that life was hills and valleys – you go through a dark time, then you 
go to the mountaintop, back and forth.  I don’t believe that anymore.   Rather than life being hills and valleys, I 
believe it’s kind of like two rails on a railroad track, and at all times you have something good and something 
bad.” 
 

Today’s update is a blend of both the good and the bad.   Within the struggles there are situations to be very 
thankful for.    

 

Covid statistics for Zambia are looking much better, though, it could be a lack of testing capacity making the 
numbers appear hopeful.   Vaccine is arriving into the country again…. just a small trickle but ‘at least’ it is 
something.  I came across an interesting article just today: 
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2021/07/26/zambia-covid-vaccine 
 

Late June school closures were extended and we are not sure when in-class teaching will resume.   We hope 
that schools re-open soon and for teaching to extend beyond the usual closing time of late November.   We 
hope.   Zambia is gearing up for a Presidential election in August and schools are often used as polling 
stations.   Similarly, teachers are often used as scrutineers at the polling stations.   Perhaps in September with 
the election wrapped up and covid squashed once more the pupils will be welcomed back into their 
classrooms.    
 

A few months back I was added to a WhatsApp group of teachers and my phone has pinged often since 
then!    In addition to numerous ‘may he/she rest in peace’ related to an increase in deaths, many photos have 
arrived of teachers keeping themselves busy during this time of classroom closure.   Painting, repairing, 
tending to school gardens, cleaning around classroom blocks, maintaining boreholes and handpump drainage 
for gardens, making bricks for future construction, replacing broken windows, and general encouragement for 
one another.   Teachers from five schools keeping in touch with each other, showing each other what is going 
on in their school community; each group very proud of their accomplishments.   If you are supporting 
teachers within these schools – be assured they are hard at work for the benefit of their pupils and their 
community.   I am proud of them and have let them know.      

 

Thank you for supporting teachers at Seven Fountains, Good Hope, Siabalumbi, Nalabumba and Butale!  
 

Blessings, 
Joan 

https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2021/07/26/zambia-covid-vaccine

