
April 14, 2019 
 
Dear church, 
 
One of the things I’ve always been grateful for serving at SSCoC is how supported 
I’ve felt. Be it from the elders, deacons, staff or congregation, I have always felt 
encouraged and loved. Thank-you! This has never been truer than in the past 14 
months. 
 
One of the ways a church can support their clergy is by offering them the chance to 
take a sabbatical – a time to go and be refreshed. The leadership at Shelbourne 
Street has offered me the opportunity to do so this year, and I have accepted. 
Starting Sunday, May 19th I will be on sabbatical for seven weeks until Sunday, July 
7th. During that time my family and I will be absent from Shelbourne Street until my 
sabbatical is over. 
 
A couple quick comments on what this sabbatical is and isn’t. 
 
This sabbatical is not a 7-week paid holiday; it is better thought of as a seven-week 
Sabbath rest. When Steve Witmer was here Kate and I spent some time with him 
and Becky to talk about sabbaticals, and I came away viewing it as something made 
up of 3 pieces. A sabbatical includes: 

• Rest 
• Play 
• Study 

I plan to take this time to rest and play with Kate, Caleb and Matthew. I plan to study 
– not by attending school/classes – but by catching up on a lot of reading…playing a 
lot of guitar…writing and recording. 
 
This sabbatical is not being taken because I am burned out or because of you…it is 
proactive, not reactive. It has been shown that congregations that let their minsters 
take sabbaticals retain them longer. And I plan to be here a long time. Which brings 
me to my next point… 
 
This sabbatical is not a jumping off point for my eventual departure; I will leave May 
19th and see you on July 7th. I am not church shopping in these seven weeks – though 
we will attend different churches during that time. (Nor am I preparing to move to 
Calgary, as many of our past worship leaders have done. Calgary has winter. We like 
Victoria just fine!) 
 
During my sabbatical one of the most obvious ways you’ll notice my absence is 
through the worship ministry. I am grateful for all who are stepping in to help while 
I’m away. I’m happy to announce the leadership has arranged for Quinn Barkman to 
take on most of the worship ministry during the Sundays I’m gone. Quinn is an 
exceptional young man who will soon be married to an exceptional young woman, 



Louise. He has shown a great passion for Jesus, and for leading us in worship of our 
saviour. I am happy to have him take the reigns for the majority of the time I’m gone. 
Sing strong for him and encourage him while I’m away; it’s not often someone finds 
themselves in ministry so quickly. (And Quinn if you don’t feel ready, that’s because 
you’re not. But God is. He loves you and will be here for you. And we love you and 
are here for you too.) 
 
When my kids go up island to spend time with my dad and stepmom, or away to 
camp, I look forward to the time their away. It’s nice to have some time to yourself. I 
know this is OK because I always miss them. It would not be a good thing if I didn’t. 
 
It’s the same with Shelbourne Street: I know it’s OK to look forward to this time off 
because I know I already miss you terribly. 
 
If you have any questions about my sabbatical, please don’t hesitate to talk to me.  In 
the meantime let’s go out and continue being the light we’ve been called to be. 
 


