
Shelbourne Street Church of Christ – Safety Committee 
COVID19 Recommendations and Requirements 

In order to maximise the safety of those attending services at the Shelbourne Street 
Church of Christ, minimise the risk of transmission of viruses, and to remain compliant 
with current health orders, members of the Safety Committee at Shelbourne Street will 
be implementing several measures. The following measures have been adapted from 
the most current health order related to mass gatherings and the latest 
recommendations by the BC CDC for Faith-Based Organizations. The Safety 
Committee, and the leadership at Shelbourne Street Church of Christ are asking that all 
people planning to attend services or gatherings comply with the following: 

Personal Measures: 

• Stay home when sick: 

o We should all be used to assessing ourselves daily for symptoms of 
influenza, common cold, or covid-19. Please continue to assess yourself 
and take action as necessary for your own personal health; 

o If you are or have been experiencing any symptoms or if you are sick, 
please stay home. We would love to greet you in person when you are 
feeling better. 

• Hand Hygiene: 

o  Germs and viruses can spread easily from objects, food, surfaces, and 
people. You will notice signage for hand-washing as well as hand 
sanitization stations. Please wash your hands and use the sanitizer where 
provided. 

• Respiratory etiquette: 

o  Members should cough, sneeze, or yawn, into the elbow sleeve or a 
tissue, throw away used tissues, and immediately wash their hands; 

o Members should refrain from touching their eyes, nose, or mouth with 
unwashed hands; and 

o Members should refrain from sharing any food, drinks, or unwashed 
utensils.  

• Wearing of non-medical masks: 

o  All who are attending services will be asked to wear a non-medical mask, 
unless medically unable to do so. 

• Wellness survey upon attending: 

o All persons planning to attend will be required to answer a short list of 
generic questions related to their own personal wellness; 
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o This survey is intended to help screen for symptoms and not to invade 
anyone’s personal privacy; 

o You will be provided with a list of what questions to expect, prior to 
attending. 

Administrative Measures: 

• Contact tracing and pre-registration: 

o The current health order requires that we record names and contact 
information of everyone who attends and that we retain those records for 
thirty days; 

o We must also limit the number of people (staff, volunteers, and attendees) 
inside the building to no greater than fifty; 

o To assist with these two requirements, we will be asking that everyone 
attending pre-register. This way, we know how many to expect and will not 
be in a position where we have to turn people away at the door.  

• Physical distancing: 

o  A distance of two meters must be maintained between people or groups 
of people, as much as possible; 

o A distance of three meters must be maintained between the speaker, or 
any kind of performer, and those in the congregation; 

o Directional flow has been mapped out and established through the upper 
floor of the building in order to avoid people coming into close contact with 
each other while passing through narrow hallways and corridors. Please 
follow the directions as indicated; 

o At this time, only the upper/main floor of the building will be open for use; 

o Seating has been arranged for groups no larger than six people, in 
accordance with the order. 

• Reducing of “high risk” activities: 

o  Although important to congregations like ours, certain activities have been 
identified as high risk; 

o For the time being, singing will not be a part of our in-person services at 
Shelbourne Street. We are hoping this is something we can re-introduce in 
the near future; 
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o Members of the worship team may be providing music during the service. 
Please refrain from singing along. Humming is an acceptable alternative; 

o We must refrain from greeting each other by hugging and shaking hands. 
We recommend a friendly wave and a smile. We understand this will be 
difficult. 

• Food service: 

o Until further notice, we will not be sharing food or drinks at the Shelbourne 
Street Church of Christ. This includes potluck or shared lunch as well as 
coffee and refreshments before the services; 

o Communion will not be offered in the same way as before. We will be 
sourcing individually wrapped, single serving communion kits to distribute 
to those attending. You may bring your own communion supplies to share 
within your individual family group. 

 

 

This list of recommendations and requirements was created by the SSCC Safety 
Committee, in conjunction with the following publications: 

Order of the Provincial Health Officer – Gatherings and Events: 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-
provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf 

Guidance for Faith Based Organizations to Prevent COVID-19 Transmission: 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-
Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance_Faith_Based.pdf 
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