
Letter to the Congregation       April 20, 2021 

 

Hello Shelbourne Street, 

 

Thank you for your love, support and prayers over the last several months.  They have been 

greatly needed and appreciated.  We are excited for all the ways in which God is working in our 

congregation thus far this year but know there is a challenging road ahead of us.  

 

We wanted to follow up on some of the conversations we have had regarding the AGM and 

specifically the vote for amending the bylaws. Thank you for all of your comments and feedback.  

 

Speaking on behalf of the current elders, we want to address some of the concerns that have 

been raised, particularly regarding the process of the bylaw change. As stated in our previous 

video, the elders believe that both men and women, with the spiritual gifting to do so, should be 

able to serve in the humble role as an elder.  We are not calling into question the results of the 

vote, however, the communication process and the timeline have been brought into question.  

We have spent time reviewing and reflecting on the journey that we walked as elders over the 

last year. There are things we could have done differently. For some of you, you had no issues 

with the process, but for others, the process has brought concern, frustration, hurt and pain and 

for that we are deeply sorry. Knowing the pain that has been caused by the process shows that 

we could have done things better.  

 

Our desire is to open up communication between the leadership, elders, deacons, staff and 

congregation as whole. Our goal as the elders is to learn from all that has occurred and move 

forward.  God's grace is sufficient in all things, and we are grateful to trust in Him who is in 

control regardless of our insufficiencies.  All the decisions were made with thought and prayer, 

however, that does not mean that we did not make mistakes. The desire of the elders has 

always been to lead our church into a deeper more fulfilling relationship with God.   

 

We love you deeply Shelbourne Street and we commit to you, as your elders, that we will 

continue to humbly seek after the face of God with a desire to bring us all closer in relationship 

with Christ. Please reach out to us and continue to be involved.  We want to hear from you.  We 

will continue to hold you up in prayer and eagerly await to see you all in person soon. We are 

blessed to serve you and are excited and joyfully anticipating all that God is going to do. 

 

Closing with the words of Paul from the Book of Ephesians, 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

Blessings on you all. 

 

  Dan Hickman and Scott Jacobson 

  The Elders of Shelbourne Street Church of Christ        

 


