
So what exactly CAN we do? well, a lot actually... 

Hey there Church, Travis here. 
 
So, you know what they say about best laid plans right? Once again we find ourselves having 
to pivot, having to adapt, and having to willfully limit ourselves as an outgrowth of Christ’s love 
toward others. 
 
I really don’t wanna do it.  
 
I am tired of constantly having to change, and constantly making plans and throwing them 
away or adjusting them. I bet you are too. 
 
Perhaps, with this intense time of lockdown that we have been asked to participate in for at 
least the next two weeks, you are feeling frustrated by all the “normal” things that we can’t 
do. 
 
No in-person church gatherings 
No in-person small group gatherings 
No social events or house visits with people outside of your immediate family. 
 
It may feel a bit hard to figure out what we CAN do over the next few weeks to connect with 
others and practice our faith together, a practice of faith community that, as Dr. Henry has 
stated, is increasingly critical and vital now in our society.  
 
So I want to remind you of all the things we CAN do as a family and body and temple of Jesus 
Christ and His Holy Spirit. 

1. You CAN tune in to our first full live stream this Sunday morning. We may have a small 
detour getting an in-person presence in the auditorium, but we are still right on track for 
what we want to do as a hybrid service. Our live stream will broadcast just like we were 
planning at 10:30 AM PST. You can join in from either the church website or our YouTube 
feed; there’s something very special about knowing that we are all engaging in some thing 
at the same time together. We were already planning something very exciting for that 
morning that you don’t want to miss, so come join in worship with us! 

2. You CAN engage in as much digital fellowship as you want to! We’re encouraging all of our 
existing small groups to continue meeting in a digital format. We have new groups from our 
survey that are starting up, and would be glad to get you connected to them if you aren’t 
currently in a group. We are also running a digital class on Ephesians in our Facebook group 
Mondays at 4pm and Wednesdays at 10 am that you can participate in or engage with 

later. I hear the recent guest teacher was both knowledgeable and REALLY cute!       

http://www.shelbournestreetchurch.com/church-online/sunday-service-1122
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdEpy3rk4FQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdEpy3rk4FQ&feature=youtu.be


3. You CAN double down on meaningful relationships and interactions with your church 
family. Even if face-to-face interaction isn’t feasible right now, we have numerous options 
available to care for and be cared for by our church family. We can make phone calls; we 
can write notes; We can engage and a number of digital video options; Zoom coffee, 
FaceTime dinners, and Discord Bible studies are all easy and possible. Have you checked 
out the app Marco Polo? I love it; It allows you to access your entire phone or tablet 
contact list and fire off quick video voicemail messages. In about three minutes, you could 
personally tell five people how much they mean to you. If we’re willing to take some 
initiative and get creative, we have a wide range of ways to strengthen our relationships 
and connect with people who need us and who we need. 

4. You CAN connect with God in creation. Yes we are in that rainy and dark season, but even 
as I am writing this the sun is shining and the breeze is light. We live in one of the most 
beautiful places on earth, and we have accessibility to God‘s presence and creation in a way 
that few other people get to. Let him meet you in the forest, on the hilltop, or at the 
oceanside. 

5. You CAN prepare for and participate in Advent. Advent always sneaks up on us doesn’t it? 
But I bet we are ready to engage in that anticipation and celebration of Jesus’ birth like 
never before. It will be a bit different this year, but we are still so ready as a church to walk 
with you through this season. So go ahead and put up those lights! Put together your own 
Advent wreath this year. Light the candles each evening and feel the presence of your 
Father and your Family with you. I have been working over the past few weeks with a group 
of ministers on a collective Advent devotional that we’re hoping to release next week. It 
will give you opportunities to reflect on that anticipation of Jesus’ birth with other 
congregations all across the globe! 

Church, know that your staff and your leadership love you and are praying so deeply for you 
right now. We know that these times may seem dark; we also believe with our whole being 
that we are children of light, and in the dark is where we shine best. Pray for us as we work to 
navigate these changes, and we will continue to pray for you to be empowered and 
encouraged.  
 
And we will see you soon. 
In His Grip, 
Travis  
 


