
A Devotional Guide for the Holiday Season 



On that silent night so long ago, the World was busy with distraction and chaos. Life 

was so busy in fact many failed to take notice that the author of life had just clothed 

Himself in humanity to be with His people.  He prepared so much for us, yet so few had 

prepared for Him. 

  

This year many of us are so fed up with 2020 that we are rushing towards Christmas 

with great excitement. We are longing for a celebration. We are hungering for a taste of 

normal amid a year of disruption and fear. We are searching for peace and assurance 

like never before. Because this year has left us frantic and frazzled, we wanted to slow 

down and take a little extra time to prepare room in our lives for Jesus. 

  

This booklet was designed to help you to set aside distractions and focus on Jesus for a 

few minutes every day. Read the day’s prepared devotional and provided Scripture. 

Take a minute to reflect on how God is preparing you as you await His coming.  This 

expectant waiting is often called Advent. Many Christians around the World partici-

pate in the Advent season as a way to prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus. So, as 

you make room in your house for the Christmas tree, all of those great tinseled decora-

tions, and miles of stringed lights-join us and make time to prepare Him room in our 

chaotic busy lives. -blessings– Joe Neal (MagCenter Church of Christ)  



November 29 – 

Where then is my hope? 

        My hope—who can see it? ~ Job 17:15 

The thing that stays with you about Job 17 is it asks where Job’s hope is 

but can’t manage an answer. Sure, we get something like an answer much 

later down the line, and it&#39;s easy enough to yell, “You’re hope is in 

God!” if you’ve been raised in the church. But, at this moment, in this text 

and this point in Job’s life, no such answers are on offer. I can’t help but 

wonder if any attempt to foist such answers on this moment - to explain 

the situation with a well-worked doctrine or a systematic theology, to 

offer, however sincerely, some word of sentiment - would be dismiss Job 

in his lament, to fail to see and hear him in his pain. For those who claim 

to follow God, this would be a real tragedy because God is fundamentally 

the God who sees and hears those he loves in the darkness. The text can’t 

seem to resolve the tension, but the more I think about it, the more I be-

lieve this is the great gift of Job 17. On the one hand, it reminds us not to 

be like his friends. They were poor comforters precisely in their determi-

nation to resolve the dissonances of Job’s grief. But, on the other hand, 

this text - along with the whole host of Psalms of lament - remind us that 

there is nothing particularly unspiritual or sinful about finding ourselves 

surrounded by the darkness of the world. In his despair and hopelessness, 

Job remained righteous. That is to say, doubt is no more a vice than having 

all the “answers” is necessarily a virtue. Sometimes we just need to 

acknowledge the pain and brokenness of the world and cry out against it. 

In those moments, there may be no apparent answer, but know this: God 

honors them. (Rob Sparks Fernvale Church of Christ)  



November 30 – Hope 

 If there has been a year in my lifetime when hope was more important, I cannot remember it. What a 

strange and unique time we are living in. How can we look forward to a time of preparation during a year 

that has been one discouragement after another? Well, our verse of the day tells us exactly how. Ephesians 

1:18 tells us the prayer that Paul was praying for these brothers and sisters who were so precious to him. 

 

“My prayer is that light will flood your hearts and that you will understand the hope that was given to you 

when God chose you. Then you will discover the glorious blessings that will be yours together with all of 

God’s people..” CEV 

 

When light floods our hearts, we are then made aware of just how amazing this hope is... God CHOSE me! He 

decided that out of all the people of this world, He loved me. And you. And that guy that gets on your nerves. 

And the lady that cut me off in the grocery store. So, this prayer of Paul is a double whammy. First, we come 

to realize how great a gift the hope of God is... then, we are called to express this hope by extending it to 

those around us. This sounds complicated, but it is not. For once we understand the incredible gift that hope 

is in our own life, we are then willing (and able) to share.  

So, during this time of preparation, take time to pray for the light to flood your own heart, and that of those 

around you. Pray and ask God to increase your understanding of this hope. Then get ready. Because once we 

really ask for God to work in our hearts, He will truly show out. The light that floods into your heart will soon 

be flooding out of you and to those around you. Which is the point, right?  

As we enter the 2020 Advent season, refocus your heart on this hope. Prepare the place that God longs to fill 

with His hope... His light.  

Blessings on you and yours through this Advent season. 

Tammy Spake 



December 1 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.”  Hebrews 

10:23 

 

Who were the Israelites if they were not people of hope, waiting centuries for a promised deliv-

erer?  Who were the people of God if they were not holding on to help from above when they 

realized their way had led them to nowhere but trouble?  Who is man if not a creature full of 

faults and sin and destined for death and doom in our own strength and devices?  Who is God if 

not a Father full of power, love, grace and life?  Who is Christ if not the embodiment of that ce-

lestial Creator becoming flesh and present and vulnerable so that we weak beings might be able 

to relate?  Who are Christians if not people who have experienced and encountered the healing, 

mercy, deliverance and transformation of the Messiah and King of Kings? So how can I NOT live 

being His child approaching Him in my time of need, or running to His embrace when He calls me, 

or waiting for His return, or anticipating what He promises to bring me?   We are people of hope, 

and God is incredibly faithful, so what is to come is wondrous.  Hold to hope. Live the advent-ure! 

“But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith 

and are saved.” 

 Steven Wells- 



December 2- 
 
“but those who hope in the Lord 

    will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint.”  

~ Isaiah 40:31 
 

Vindication is huge with Isaiah. To be sure, not the petty, vengeful sort of vindication we’re used to, 
but the conviction that God will be faithful to his promises, and in so doing, he will vindicate our 
faithfulness.  
 

I suspect Isaiah emphasizes this because Judah seemed hopeless. In his lifetime, the Jews were in 
constant danger from hostile neighbors and regional superpowers alike. Isaiah 7 opens with Syria 
and Israel plotting to overthrow Judah, and in the face of the threat, Ahaz rebuffs God’s assurances 
and courts Assyria instead. By the time his son reigns, the Assyrians have their boot on Judah’s 
throat as well. Here, in the chapters leading up to our text in Isaiah 40, Hezekiah trusts God to deal 
with the Assyrians one moment and opens the doors to the Babylonians the next.  
 

Chapter 39 ends with judgement and doom and deep mourning, but Isaiah 40 begins with, 
“Comfort.” They can afford comfort because God himself is coming as king to set things right. It is 
in this context that Isaiah encourages the faithful, broken and wearied, to place their hope in God. 
This is in direct contrast to those who rush ahead on their own terms rather than waiting on God, 
which makes sense: In a world controlled by the likes of Assyria and Babylon, mere faithfulness 
seems futile and foolish, hopelessly naive.  
 

But, to the weak and worn, doggedly clinging to God in the darkness, Isaiah says they will be lifted 
on eagles wings - a term he borrows from Exodus. God will vindicate them, will lift them up and set 
them on their feet even as the darkness crumbles around them. Isaiah’s encouragement is simple: 
Hold on. because God sees, and God cares, and God will act.     
 
Rob Sparks (Fernvale Church of Christ)  



December 3 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 

and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

I love to make plans for the holiday season.  It seems like there is an endless amount of time from 

Thanksgiving until Christmas Day. There should be plenty of time to: watch every Christmas movie I love (at a 

rate of a movie a day, that’s enough time for 29 movies); bake enough goodies to take treats to all our family, 

friends and neighbors; go caroling with the kids; see all the lights in town; attend some plays and concerts; 

attend several church programs; find the perfect gifts for everyone on our list and see everyone in our 

family.  I make grand plans for how to make this year the best Christmas ever, maybe it will even snow! 

Funny enough, almost without fail, every year we get to December 26 th and I feel like I have missed 

something. No matter how much we’ve done as a family, how many Christmas movies I’ve watched or how 

much of a “success” the season has been, I feel a sort of malaise set in. I become the living embodiment of 

the line from Ellen Griswold in National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, “It’s just that I know how you build 

things up in your mind, Sparky. You set standards that no family event can ever live up to.” 

We are early in this holiday season and this one may especially be a year where our plans don’t work out just 

the way we think they will. This year will be a year we need to expect to hear words like “flexibility” and 

“adjustment” often. I pray we truly be thankful for our family/friends and be intentional about showing them 

that we are. I pray that we take time to his coming. If we set our eyes on Him and allow His plans to become 

our plans, we can look forward to a future beyond the season, a future filled with hope, joy, and love. 

Jack Mann 



December 4—Hope Endures  

 

Psalm 33:18 

 

Three years ago, during a ten- month period, my wife was diagnosed with breast cancer, contracted and 

almost died from the West Nile Virus during her chemo treatment, and broke her leg after falling. Each 

health crisis was scary, but all three together proved to be a terrible challenge. 

One Sunday morning in ICU, while my wife hovered near death, I was particularly low of faith and hope 

with love also being in short supply. Even knowing that churches and people around the world had set 

aside that morning to pray for her did little to lessen that heavy darkness of waiting. 

I’d like to say that I handled things well, but I didn’t. But I learned better the difference between hoping 

and having hope. Hoping was based heavily in what was going on with my wife. If she did well, my 

hoping grew stronger. If not, it grew weaker. It was a rough roller-coaster. 

One night, though, my youngest son reminded me that hope was something we can have, regardless of 

what was happening. You see this idea in Psalm 33. We can have hope if we believe God alone is our 

help and shield, we trust that his name is the one and only, and that we have his unfailing love, not 

because of who we are but because of who he is (20-22). And when we have hope based in who God is, 

which is unchanging, instead of an ever-changing world (6-7), society (8-11), or politics (12-17), we can 

endure anything. Even when faith is reduced to the size of a mustard seed. 

Advent reminds us that He who became flesh and dwelled among us will return again. Until he does, let 

the hope he gives us empower us to endure.  (Shawn Moore)  



December 5 - God is the God of Hope 

(Romans 15:13) 

  Today we are living in a time where a pandemic has turned the entire world upside down. More than 

250,000 lives have been loss due to this disease. People are scared, confused, frustrated, and just over all 

anxiety ridden. More people than not, have just loss all hope. 

    As children of God, the creator of the universe, we have the assurance of hope eternally with Him and His 

son Jesus. God is the only one who provides true hope. 

   We can certainly understand what those who choose to believe that God doesn’t exist must be feeling. To 

believe the trials and troubles that this world has to offer is all there is. That a loving relationship with the 

creator is somehow just a myth. 

    I believe now more than any other time in my life, that we, His children must be about sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ to those who we come in contact with through our everyday living. Through the way we 

carry ourselves, our actions, words and deeds. We all have the responsibility to be ambassadors of hope. God 

has chosen us and called us by name!! 

    Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

     Father I pray that you give us the boldness and humbleness to share your son Jesus with those who may 

have never had that opportunity before. Help us to be humble, patient and loving as we share what Jesus has 

done in our lives. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to share your amazing grace and hope with others. 

In Jesus name we pray  

Amen. 

Wayne Ditmore 



December 6 – Peace 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 

“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be 

with you all.” 

 

Do you ever feel worried, or anxious? Do you have days when you are full of faith and then all the sudden 

you wake up one day and your overwhelmed, worried? Worried about your parent’s health, your children, 

your health, your finance, your future? Do you ever feel troubled about the lack of peace that we have with 

each other, our brothers, our sisters, this country? The only way that we can overcome this is with God’s 

perfect peace! 

God’s perfect peace is an amazing gift that is hard to understand. ... The peace that can comfort you during 

this time comes from the Holy Spirit within us. Having peace doesn’t  mean that you will not have conflict, 

stress or difficult times. Peace is knowing that our God is in control. 

Giving up control is not something that comes easy for me, actually it’s something that I have to process and 

take slowly. When I finally surrender it all to Him is when I feel at peace, when I am deeply in his word daily 

Is when I feel peace. 

Lord, almighty God, Thank You for loving us unconditionally! Thank You for Your perfect gift of peace! 

Lord, help us to give You control over all uncertainness that we struggle with. May You give us the peace 

knowing that You control it all, at all times in every way. 

In Your Name Lord, Amen. 

(Ginger Ditmore)  



December 7- 

Colossians 3:15 

“A pact or agreement to end hostilities between those who have been in a state of enmity; 

freedom from disturbance; calmness; freedom from disquieting thoughts or emotions; har-

mony in personal relationships.”  

 

One of the names of Jesus is The Prince of Peace. As the Prince of Peace His mission here was 

to bring into our world a Kingdom of Peace and His greatest act as the Prince of Peace was to 

secure the salvation of all who would believe by making peace between God and Man. This is 

a peace that could only be made possible through bloodshed... His own bloodshed. Thank 

You, Lord, for the salvation of the soul! 

Jesus is not just the Prince of Peace for the there and then, however. He is also the Prince of 

Peace in the here and now. First of all, He offers us His peace within ourselves. No Christ-

follower has to suffer guilt, shame, anxiety, worry, or fear because the same One who calmed 

the storm and stilled the water possesses the power to calm the turbulent heart of every Be-

liever who asks it of Him. As you and I lean closer into Him, He speaks His peace over our sit-

uation and into our hearts. This peace exceeds human understanding, yet it is readily availa-

ble to all His people. Thank You, Lord, for the healing of the heart! 

Secondly, He taught us how to be at peace with the world around us. He told us the truth: 

that things will be hard at times; that we will be ridiculed and worse. He promised us that He 

would bless us when those things happened and instructed us to leave the paybacks to Him. 

When you and I walk in that inexplicable peace, when we extend peace in exchange for enmi-

ty we are modelling in our own small way, what Jesus did for all humanity. Thank You, Lord, 

for the resolution of relationships!  

Third, He calls you and I, therefore, to be at peace with each other. Not only does He call us 

to it, He provides Spirit to help us! I have heard it said that if you observe two parties in an 

argument, the one who is the loudest is usually the one who is in the wrong. I have often ob-

served that to be the case. The loudest, rudest, pettiest person usually is in the wrong, if not 

in principle then in practice. How tragic it is when the petty arguments we have amongst our-

selves drive away the very people to whom we are called to be His ambassadors. You and I 

are one body... 

 



His body. All of us who claim to be Christ-followers must follow His lead, His teachings, 

and His call to wage peace. As you and I let go of our individual wants and rights, His body 

is healthy and His Kingdom grows. 

Thank You, Lord, for unity through the Spirit!  Jesus, Prince of Peace, we thank You for 

coming to this earth to be the Peace offering of God! Thank you for establishing Your King-

dom here; for living among us, and for showing us how to live as Your ambassadors in the 

Kingdom of Peace. Thank You that You still speak Peace into our hearts when we ask it. 

Lord, please help us to live at peace with our neighbors, that they might want to come to 

know You. Please grant us more of Your Spirit so that we might be at peace with each oth-

er in Your body. We pray that You would rule so completely in the Kingdom of our hearts, 

that we would speak only as You would speak and do only what You would do.  

In this season of Advent, when the world is just a little more open to the things of God, 

Lord, we ask You this:  

“Jesus, Prince of Peace, fan in us the desire to expand Your Kingdom. Let that desire guide 

our thoughts and actions. By Your Spirit, enable us to wage Peace on Earth.”  

All for Father,  

~ Anita Wallace 



December 8– John 14:27 

It seems like most of us want peace on earth; and by peace 

we mean the absence of fear or conflict. When Jesus prom-

ised to leave us His peace, he was not promising a life, or a 

world, without troubles; He was promising far greater. The 

kind of peace that Jesus promised was one that was, and 

still is, beyond human understanding. Peace that comes 

through God’s Holy Spirit is a glimpse of what life in heaven 

will be like. Consider the complete absence of fear, doubt, 

worry, or panic. That is Jesus’ peace. His peace is over-

whelming and reaches deep within the soul of those who 

love and trust Him. When He was asleep on the small fish-

ing boat in the middle of a thunderstorm, His disciples were 

gripped with fear. When they awakened Him, He simply 

said “Peace, be still.” and that settled it. The wind and 

waves immediately went calm and the storm was over. Re-

gardless of the storms that may rage in our lives and in our 

world, we have a savior that offers peace. The one who 

calmed the storm with words of peace, is the one who 

offers that same peace in times of conflict, or fear, or worry, 

or doubt, or panic. He is, after all, the 

Prince of Peace. 

 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 

and do not be afraid.” ~Jesus (John 14:27) 

David Wallace 



December 9 

Ps. 29:11- “The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.” 

 

 I have always loved the idea of peace, but for a long time the experience of peace eluded me. No matter-

where I looked or what I tried, true wholeness or peace was always missing. I was longing for what the 

Bible calls in Hebrew Shalom. It is not just the absence of conflict but the presence of wholeness. I was 

yearning to be made whole.  I craved to be set free of my guilt and shame. I needed to experience libera-

tion from hatred, jealousy, and bitterness. I needed the Shalom of God to repair my brokenness and 

make me whole. I was searching for a peace that was immovable and incorruptible. What I sought was 

beyond my ability to procure. I needed something only God could give.  

Yet knowing about God did not grant me the peace I longed for. I needed to know God in an intimate re-

lationship. By His grace and not because of anything that I had done, the Spirit of God called me and wel-

comed me into His arms through the love and incarnation of Jesus. His peace begins now and reigns for-

ever more. When Jesus clothed Himself in humanity, the world was not at peace. Tumult and conflict 

raged as power brokers oppressed and ravaged the powerless.  Yet the embodiment of peace entered 

the world, to make it whole again. He came to heal our broken relationships with God and one another.  

Because of Jesus, we are welcomed into a relationship with the Triune God and automatically a recipient 

and participant of God’s shalom. We are no longer estranged. We are made whole for we are one with 

God. His peace breaks every chain. I no longer have to try to achieve wholeness. I am granted peace that 

calls me a Child of the King. When life seems like too much to bear, God reminds me that I am lacking 

nothing for He is with me. As the Psalmist writes, “The Lord gives strength to His people and blesses His 

people with peace.” May you experience the God of Shalom today. 

(Jenni Neal)  



December 10 - Galatians 5:22  

 

 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self- 

control; against such things there is no law.”  

 

 Fruitcake, you either love it or hate it. I asked my Facebook friends what they thought of fruitcake. 

Most of them said they like at least one slice a year. Me? I hate it with a passion. I would rather eat choco-

late-covered Brussels sprouts. Yes, I know that is extreme and might offend my fruitcake loving friends (I 

think they’re nuts). Still, I believe fruitcakes should be outlawed and eradicated from planet earth (you are 

free to disagree — I guess.) :)  

 Seriously, there are many things in our world that I wish I could eradicate by merely passing laws: 

hatred, greed, division, racism, slavery, and oppression — just to name a few. Unfortunately, I have about 

as much power to make these things disappear entirely from the world as I do outlawing fruitcake.    

 However, I’m not without hope. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, has come into the world to bring peace. 

He has sent the Spirit of Peace to dwell within us, give us peace, and make us peacemakers.  Peace is all 

about human wholeness, completeness, and flourishing. Peace is the way things ought to be and how God 

wants things to be. It is the fruit of the Spirit living inside of us. And while I can’t outlaw fruitcake or having 

a second helping of the stuff, there is no law against having a large helping or even a second helping of the 

fruit of peace. In fact, have as many servings of the fruit of peace as you want. Embrace and walk with the 

Spirit and enjoy and encourage peace to your heart’s content. In my opinion, you can have too much fruit-

cake, but you can never overindulge in the fruit of peace.  

 

May God’s Spirit of peace be with you.   

by Adam Davis (Minister of the Clairsville Church of Christ) 



December 11 - Everyone’s  Running with a Limp 

 

“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone, and be holy; without holiness no one will see 

the LORD.-” Hebrews 12:14 

  

                This second week of Advent focuses on Jesus as the Incarnation of Peace; not the small, easy 

peace of a cease-fire, but the magnificently difficult peace of Shalom, where all of Creation is reconciled 

with God and made whole. It is a reality that is hard for us to currently imagine or grasp, even though 

we desperately long for it and anticipate its fulfillment. It is a vision we are pursuing, the Writer of 

Hebrews says, but we are pursuing it in fits and starts; we run in the paths of Jesus our trailblazer, but 

we run with a limp. 

    This limp is not mere weakness, says the Writer; instead it is the mark of holiness, of being 

purposed for God&#39;s righteous plans. Like our father Jacob, who was forever marked with both the 

blessing and the limp in his wrestling with the LORD, like the Grace Chain of the saints we walk alongside 

in Hebrews 11, we are now fellow heirs of both Jesus’ power and suffering. Everyone who runs this race 

to the finish, to the goal of Shalom in Christ, is running with a limp. 

  That is why it is so crucial to our identity and mission, the Writer says, that we embrace the 

discipline of accepting our own difficulties in this present time and bearing with the difficulties of others 

in the Love of Christ (12:12-13). It is this strengthening of our feeble parts together, this commitment to 

making level paths for our fellow runners so that they do not stumble, that is transforming us into the 

Body of Jesus. That is making the Kingdom a reality. That is drawing us closer to the Finish Line. 

   It is much easier, of course, to be distracted from the pursuit of the peace of Shalom by our 

own desires, opinions, comforts, and cravings. They are many, and they don’t require any discipline or 

effort on our part to satisfy and enslave ourselves to. The Writer knows this because that well-worn 

path has been tread by many a would-be child of the promise, not the least of which is Esau, the Anti- 

Jacob (12:15-17). It may seem a rather harsh characterization to us in light of Jacob’s  own culpability and 

deception, but to the Writer Esau represents the great human adventure in missing the point; where we 

turn our back on the hard work of Shalom that Jesus has authored and modeled, and move to a smaller, 

easier &; that turns out to be a betrayal of our very selves. If we miss the greater grace found in 

expending ourselves for God’s peace among us, says the Writer, we will find that we have missed both 

obtaining the true inheritance prepared for us and sealed in us by the Spirit as well as actually 

experiencing intimacy and purpose with God and His people. 

  

 



A popular phrase I hear going around today is “Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” 

This is true. What is even more true for us this Advent is that we have more than kindness to offer. We 

are being transformed by the Prince of Peace, and we have real Peace to bring to an increasingly 

divisive, broken, and fragmented world. So let us exert ourselves to be Peace, for everyone around us is 

in a battle of needing to be reconciled and made whole to God. 

  

-Travis Hutchinson 

Lead Minister, Shelbourne Street Church of Christ 



December 12-                           

(Philippians 4:7) 

  

Have you ever had a bad day? We have all experienced bad days. Something goes wrong and that puts a 

damper on the rest of the day. If someone is aware enough of your personality, they might suggest that 

you, “Don’t allow it to ruin your day.” That’s easier said than done. 

That is how it feels when we read Philippians 4:6, “Don’t worry about anything.” That seems easier said 

than done. Of course, we worry. Paul, who penned these words, worried (2 Cor. 1:8ff). Jesus worried 

too (Jn. 12:27). So yes, we worry, but we don’t want to be overwhelmed by the negativity in such a way 

as to be absorbed with it. 

This is a time of year that is filled with crazy schedules and hectic lifestyles. It’s also a time of year when 

daylight is slim and darkness comes quickly. It’s easy to be filled with negativity. And to say, “Be of 

good cheer,” is easier said than done. 

What if we experienced this season differently? Rather than being overwhelmed with busyness, we 

would be filled with anticipation. Rather than being absorbed with darkness, we would soak up the 

hope of a greater light. Listen further to the teachings of Paul in Philippians 4: “Rejoice in the Lord. 

Make your requests known to God (vv. 4,6).” We celebrate and pray because we know that the “Lord is 

near (v. 5).” We trust that our God is advancing through the dark, bringing a peace which is beyond our 

understanding; a peace that is able to guard our hearts and minds in Christ (v. 7). It’s not our peace to 

create in the midst of all of our challenges. It’s His peace to give in spite of them. 

When you feel overwhelmed or absorbed in negativity, know that our Lord is near. Meet Him with your 

praise and with your prayers. That’s easy and it can be done. 

(Jason Hart)  



December 13  

(Philemon 1:7) 

“Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts 

of the Lord’s people.” 

 In the darkest of times of pain and struggle, Joy can come through the love and refreshment of 

others. Paul writes from prison to (Philemon) a slave- owner about how much joy his runaway slave 

(Onesimus) has brought to Paul. Sometimes Joy is surrounded and covered by adversity and darkness. 

Joy sometimes seems deep deep down and far away. In a blink of an eye, this buried joy is resurrected 

by the loving action of another. These moments are what I call Gospel moments. For when I felt hope-

less, God surprised me and revived me to life with His Joy. I pray that God will give you great love and 

encouragement today. (Joe Neal) 

Children sing 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my 

heart! 

and I agree with that sentiment. 

There is a lot of joy available, 

worthy of being mentioned four times, 

but the down part is true, too. 

Very often, the joy is buried deep below 

the surface, 

hidden under layers of information and 

distraction, 

a polished stone under a stack of old 

newspapers. 

So much negative in the world today, 

so much trash, 

so much fear. 

We bury our faces in our phones 

because machines are much easier than 

people, 

and the garbage keeps piling on, 

and the joy becomes more and more a 

distant memory 

But joy is our birthright. 

The angels told the shepherds 

they were bringing 

good news of a great joy that will 

be to all people. 

The good news is for us, 

but we have to make room for it. 

Our minds are busier 

than a guest house in Bethlehem 

during a census — 

too full for one more family, 

even a small one. 

The birth is coming, 

the joy is promised. 

May we make ready, 

may we make room. 

May we join together, 

help each other, 

and sanctify space 

for God’s great gift of joy.  

(author unknown) 



Dec. 14. (Acts 2:28)  

“You have made known to me the paths of life; you 

will fill me with joy in your presence.” 

One of the favorite things we like to talk about 

with Zeke is that the Bible is a guidebook for our 

life, and for almost all of the scenarios that we   

experience in this life there is some sort of          

example or rule outlined for us in the Bible by God. 

One of the things we talk about is that God knows 

that even though we love him, we still sin and fail 

him. He knows our “paths of life” and will not al-

ways be that he would have chosen for us. 

In this season we do not always think of Jesus be-

ing sent to save us from our sin like we would at 

Easter. So, in this moment and think about how 

babies do bring us joy, and how the Christmas spir-

it brings us joy. Ask God to fill you with the joy of 

the holy spirit because in this season we celebrate 

how Jesus was sent as a special gift just for us, and 

it was through him we are made truly free and sin-

less. That is something to be joyful of! -  

(Andrea Stewart) 



December 15  

 

Romans 12:12 NIV 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 

 

Today is no different than yesterday, nor the days past. We all have trouble in this 

world that brings us pain. The pain can get so fierce that it consumes our thoughts. 

At times, we just want to take the easy way out and give up. It is in these times that 

we must lean on God for the answers. God wants us to lift our pain to Him. He has 

given us the hope of eternal life through His Son; be joyful in this hope. He has 

warned us of the evil one and the pains of this world; be patient in your affliction. 

He has promised to hear our cries and answer them according to His will; be faithful 

in your prayers. Go into today with this song in your heart know God is right next to 

you every step of the way, 

 

“The joy of the Lord will be my strength 

I will not falter, I will not faint 

He is my Shepherd, I am not afraid 

The joy of the Lord is my strength.” 

 

(Alex Paxton)  



December 16-  

Joy: What comes into your mind when you hear the word JOY? What descriptions or other words do you 

think of? Think about it for a minute…                       Was that long enough? 

Joy- “ a feeling of great pleasure and happiness” Did you think of the word happiness or thrilled? What about 

excited or pumped? Are those words that you thought of? If so, I am here to tell you that JOY is a bit 

different. 

For example, say you are going to McDonald’s for lunch. You are so pumped and excited because you are 

going to get a yummy Big Mac. YASSS! Yum Yum Yummy in my big fat piggy tummy.  You are so happy to 

have your burger, fries and sweet tea. Fast forward an hour or so, your lunch is gone but you are satisfied 

until you get hungry again. 

(Dramatic Music Plays) DUN DUN DUN!!! Did you notice that this happiness ended quickly, and that JOY is not 

mentioned in my example? 

Joy is a bit different from happiness and so much more. (We’ll talk a little bit more about that later.)  Let’s 

look at the words we used earlier; thrilled, excited, and pumped.  

Thrill: “to have a sudden feeling of excitement and pleasure.” AHA!  Thrilled is made up of excitement. But 

what is excitement? 

Excitement- “a feeling of great enthusiasm and eagerness.” 

Or what about Pumped? Pumped- “very enthusiastic or excited.” (Notice the word excited again.) 

We have noticed that these words we often use to describe JOY are related to excitement except that in the 

definition of JOY there is no mention of just excitement. Now let us look at the word happiness. Is there a  

difference between JOY and Happiness? 

Let’s look to Esther 8:17 

“In every province and in every city to which the edict of the king came, there was JOY and 

gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities 

became Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them.” 

OK, so the Jews were gonna die, KICK the BUCKET, the death penalty, (not something you usually get excited 

about). Yet because of the bravery of Esther, her people were delivered. Because of this, the messiah was 

able to come. This was something to be JOYOUS about. They were once gonna die but now they have life. 

The Jewish people still celebrate this deliverance today. (Purim) Their JOY has not ended. Through tough 

times and good times JOY remains. Happiness ends. Remember the happiness of the Big Mac you ate is gone. 

Joy is a great deep feeling that sticks around (long after your french fries) in good and bad times. 

Thank you for reading. – (Ella Neal) 



December 17 - Hebrews 12: 1-2 

“Therefore, since we are…” wait, what? The writer starts with a therefore? I can’t look at this passage and 

start with a therefore. This is a conclusion… a capstone of a much bigger argument. 

In the previous chapter the writer just spent the previous chapter telling about a people who have been 

referred to as “knights of faith.” The writer follows a simple pattern: “by faith” [some person] (did sump’in). 

He starts off with the giants of the Bible (Abraham, Noah, Jacob), but then talks about lesser-known 

individuals (Gideon, Barak, Jephthah). He talks about those who stood for their faith, and who died for their 

faith—those who suffered for God. And then he mentions that they “did not receive what was promised” 

until, well… now. 

“Therefore” 

“Since we are surrounded by” these people (The writer refers to them as a “great cloud of witnesses,” 

meaning that they are watching us) 

“Let us cast off every weight and sin that clings so closely” 

In the movie, Forrest Gump, there is this scene where the main character, Forrest, is told by his childhood 

crush to run away from a group of bullies. He’d had to wear leg braces due to some childhood medical 

condition, and he’d been bullied for it. As he starts to run, a transformational moment occurs—his leg braces 

shear off under the pressure, and he is able to run free, faster than his bullies’ pursuits, faster than the braces 

had allowed. He is able to run as he was…well, designed. 

“…let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,” 

Why are cross-country runners so skinny? Maybe it is because they can’t carry excess stuff when they run 

distance. 

“…looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

” Jesus endured the cross… and all those other people who stood for their faith (and are keeping me 

accountable). If I really look to Jesus, who gave all for me, how can I hold to my sin, or to worldly allegiances 

and loyalties, that separate me from Him? 

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in his wonderful face 

And the things of Earth 

Will grow strangely dim 

In the Light of his glory and grace. 

 

(Andy Power) 



December 18 

Romans 14:17 

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteous-

ness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,” 

Being that this is a time where families often see each other, I often see a lot of 

jokes on social media about conflict that goes on within families over little 

things. “Why would she wear that much makeup?” or “Why would they cook 

the ham like that?” Are just some simple ones that come to mind. Paul brings up 

quarrels like these in Romans 14.  

Paul commands us as Christians to not start quarrels with each other over little 

things simply for the purpose of starting arguments. Paul explains that the      

purpose of being a part of the kingdom of God is not to all act the same or have 

the same ideas, but to be accepting of all people regardless of their differing  

ideas, whether it be their choices of eating, or their political ideas. All in all, we 

need to focus more on loving each other as brothers and sisters in Christ instead 

of fighting over trivial matters. 

(Eamon Power) 



December 19 - 1 Peter. 1:8-9 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him 

and are filled with inexpressible and glorious joy. For you are receiving the 

end result of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls.” 

 

Some people say that seeing is believing, but that is not the case, you can 

trust the words of others and have 

faith in what they say. When I was about seven I was so excited for Christ-

mas and I had put together all of the 

things that I had wanted and when Christmas day finally came around, I 

was happily surprised to find that a 

toy that I had really wanted but didn’t ask for because I did not think I 

would get it was sitting under my 

stocking. We don’t know what we will see or do when we get to heaven, 

but no matter what there is, it is 

guaranteed that we will go to heaven if we trust in God and believe that 

what he says is true. 

 (Gabriel Power) 



December 20 

Psalm 143:8 NIV 

“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in 

you. 

Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.” 

 

Entrusting God with your life takes a true dedication of faith. True faith is ex-

pressed by believing in the things unseen. He won’t ever fail you; His love is forev-

er. You don’t know what each day holds for you, but you trust in God to lead your 

path through this life. If you seek God’s love in all things, His love will carry you 

through. His intervention is perfect. You cannot determine how God will use the 

struggles of your life and the people around you, but you can lean on His love to 

take you through them every time. Every morning starts a new day, so let God be 

the first person in your thoughts as you walk with Him in love. 

(Flor Paxton)  



December 21 -  

 

Proverbs 3:3-4 

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 

    bind them around your neck, 

    write them on the tablet of your heart. 

Then you will win favor and a good name 

    in the sight of God and man. 

 

When I think of the Proverbs, I am reminded of the desires a parent has for their children.  I have always 

considered that God didn’t just give me boys to raise, but rather, future men to rear up.  I am responsible 

to their future wives and children for the types of husbands and fathers they will be.  It’s a huge responsi-

bility.  Solomon must have felt a similar responsibility, and we are all the better for his desire to impart 

wisdom to his son.   

Consider what it means to fasten love and faithfulness around your neck.  It’s like putting on a diamond 

studded collar of agape, a beautiful necklace of kindness, a dashing scarf of loyalty.  More than any of 

these exterior adornments, this mercy and charity should define us.  They should be etched into the     

fabric of our hearts.  It is when we allow love and faithfulness to be so integral to our lives that we radi-

ate the beauty of the Savior.  As we consider the advent of Christmas, allow the love and faithfulness of 

Jesus shine from your life. You are surely to find favor with God and man. 

(Carolyn Power) 



December 22.  

“We love because God loved us first.” 

1 John 4:19 CEV 

 

 My daughter and son love to imitate me. They try to talk like me, play like me, and even have tried 

imitating me as I work. Since children are learning online, they now play school online too. They get on 

their laptops, set-up a Zoom meeting, and imitate their teachers back and forth to one another. My 

children play lovingly with one another when imitating their parents and teachers. They long to see 

love and acceptance from us adults and therefore also model love to one another. Children learn from 

what they see as adults share their lives with the children around them. So we see acircle of continued 

copying and reshaping what we see into the lives we live. 

 Jesus is the ultimate example of what it means to be human. Which is why this season is full of hope 

as we look for Jesus to arrive as a baby because we know Jesus has lived the most wonderful sacrificial 

life “for the joy set before him.” The Contemporary English Version has Hebrews 12.2, this way, “We 

must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith complete. He endured the shame of 

being nailed to a cross, because he knew that later on he would be glad he did. Now he is seated at 

the right side of God’s throne!” We gain that victory alongside Jesus. He has shown and taught us to 

live a glorious life for goodness and God, with a reward in this life and the next. The gifts at Christmas 

remind us of the greatest gift that keeps on giving, God’s love. Our hearts are able 

to forgive, bless, and love others because that’s exactly what God has done for us through Jesus. Let’s 

show the children all around us what it means to love like God! Let’s imitate Jesus as we give, bless, 

and serve others with God’s love. 

Andrew Hill (Ventura Church of Christ) 



December 23 –  

John 15:12 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” 

 

I hope I can brighten your day by giving you my perspective on Love. LOVE! This four-letter word that 

changed the world forever. We were created by Love and with Love! God IS Love! Anyone apart from 

God can’t truly love. When God created us, He planted the seed of love in every heart. How? He 

BREATHED into us the breath of life! I believe it was more than a breath; it was Love, since the breath 

came from Love Himself. Thus, we are all capable of loving, but unfortunately since we are living in a 

broken world that is not possible unless we have God in our heart. The more we become like Christ, the 

more love we show to others. No one can love us the way God does!  

  

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 “Love is patent, love is kind. it does not envy; it does not boast it is not proud. It 

does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” 

 

Our commitment to God is the beginning of getting close to know what TRUE love is. Love Himself came 

down from heaven just to demonstrate Love for us; living among us as sinners, then take our blame up-

on His shoulders and die in our place! Just so we can be blameless before our Heavenly Father and have 

eternal life! There is no love greater than this! We need to put all our energy, all of our being to get 

close to Him (Love) so with that we would naturally start loving others with the same kind of love that 

God wants us to love. (Mitra Owragi)  

  

 



December 24= 

1 Cor. 2: 9 

“What no eye has seen, 

what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has conceived 

the things God has prepared for those who love him” 

 

Tomorrow morning our house will be filled the fragrant aroma of tasty cinnamon rolls. How do I 

know? Its simple really. We always have cinnamon rolls on Christmas morning. Of all our family 

traditions, this is one of my favorites. Before I even get to take a bite, there is the aromatic            

Intoxication that fills the house causing my mouth to water. The anticipation in the air is great 

and the children begin to ask, “is it time to eat yet?” This question of course is quickly followed 

by, “can we open presents yet?” As I sit here in November, (more than a month away from 

Christmas) I can’t wait to sit in my living room in my pajamas as I feast on cinnamon rolls and 

watch my children open their presents.  

Waiting is not always easy. 

I wonder if God is sitting on His throne so excited that He can hardly wait to watch us gather 

around His throne to show us the glorious blessings He has laid by in store for us. Imagine the 

look of Love and appreciation on His face as we gather together and share in the divine presence 

of God. The intoxicating smell of Mercy fills the air. Precious Grace tastes even better than 

Christmas day cinnamon rolls. Such comforting Peace will overwhelm us. 

Yet for now we must wait…So close yet so far.  

 

Come Lord Jesus.  

Joseph Neal  


