
 

To Our Church Family at Shelbourne Street,  

 

 We close each of our Sunday gatherings with a benediction to go and be the Church of Christ, 

exhibiting His concrete love in our actions and attitudes. That is because we believe that love of 

neighbour is the most important and expressive connection of our love of God. It supersedes anything 

we do in our particular place or space of worship, even the Lord’s Supper. Jesus makes it clear in 

Matthew 12 that He desires mercy and compassion over sacrifice or ritual, and that the most holy thing 

we can do is to strive to love and do good, even in the context of our gatherings and Sabbath times.  

 As we have stated earlier, our focal point in decision making regarding the Covid-19 outbreak or 

any other event is going to be sacrificial love, not willful ignorance or reactive fear. With this in mind, 

our leadership is making the decision to adapt and reorganize our Sunday gatherings to best show love 

of neighbour in these fearful and anxious times. This means starting this Sunday, March 15th, we will 

not have a gathering at our building on Sunday morning. In this way, we will love those in our church 

family most susceptible to this virus, and we will love our neighbours by contributing to active attempts 

to slow the spread of the virus. We will embrace and embody Paul’s words in Galatians 6:10 – 

“Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially those belonging to 

the family of believers.” 

 Therefore, we intentionally say that we are not “cancelling services”, we are adapting and 

reorganizing ourselves; cancelling something implies that there is a lack, a vacuum of space or purpose. 

Instead, we are going to invite you into the Good News of the realization that your Church and your 

worship is a place without borders of time and space.  As one of my mentors has said, “God’s Spirit does 

not inhabit temples of wood and stone; He inhabits temples of flesh and bone.” We are being given the 

opportunity to imagine being the church in new and redemptive ways at a time when our world most 

needs to be shown love instead of anxiety, anger, or selfishness. We are full of purpose, not vacant of it.  

 Here are some ways that you can concretely be the Church in this time:  

- Devote yourselves to Prayer and The Word. Pray for the vulnerable, the leaders, the 

fearful, those you love and those you don’t know. Immerse yourself in the Scriptures. 

Energize your personal devotional practices rather than relaxing from them.  

- Gather together wisely in small groups. Open up your homes to a smaller Sunday prayer 

gathering or meeting. Keep attending your LIFE group. If you aren’t in a LIFE group, now is 

the perfect time to start one up with someone else. We will be uploading sermons in a 

video format to our website starting this Sunday. Please remember sanitary and 

preventative practices for food, touching, and space when you meet, and if you are worried 

about transmission, don’t attend for now.  

- Turn your attention to the vulnerable. Now is the perfect time to contact a member of the 

congregation who is sick, shut-in, or elderly and find ways to express love for them. Go 

shopping or run an errand for them. Give them your time and attention through a phone 

conversation.  Take some time and pray with them.  



- Encourage one another through Acts of Service.  Take time to write a handwritten note for 

someone you care about in the congregation. Buy someone a gift if you are out and about. 

Offer to watch someone’s kids or to take them a meal. Continue to give to the church 

through online giving or by mailing in your check, to keep the ministries and mission of the 

congregation thriving.  

- Love your neighbour well. At a time when anxiety is high, it is easy for us to forget how 

powerful being kind to one another in the Name of Jesus can be. Be patient when you have 

to wait in a line. Look that frazzled employee in the eyes and thank them for their help. Let 

someone else go ahead of you. Refuse to be swept up in the anxiousness and actively be 

joyful in public settings. Be a peacemaker when tensions around you are high. Shrug off an 

insult or rude behaviour with a kind response. Listen to someone.  

 

We do not know how long the circumstances around us will continue in this way; it may be only 

one week or a few weeks that we adopt this way of adapting church. We do promise that we are going 

to commit to plentiful, open communication. Our staff will still be working throughout the coming 

weeks to organize and help us be the church in the best way possible. Our elders are ready to shepherd 

and pray for you. Our deacons are still handling operations and benevolence needs. If you have any 

questions about upcoming events like the Imadene Retreat, Good Friday services, or Easter Sunday, feel 

free to email or call the office. We will be sending out updates on all of these as we get closer in time to 

them.  

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always! I shall say it again, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to 

everyone; the Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer, with much 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

our understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

- Philippians 4:4-7 

 

In His Grip, 

  

Travis 

 

 


