
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders.                          

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 

 

December 8, 2021 

As another year prepares to depart and make room for 2022, thank you for your generosity.     

Thank you for staying connected with the programs in Zambia, which, despite waves of covid 

and accompanying uncertainty, have carried on.   While some years quickly become a blur, 2021 

will be unforgettable.   

Pupils in high school have written their exams and are back home with their families.    Pupils in 

primary grades celebrated year-end this past week.    Zambians love to celebrate and their 

gatherings – no matter the occasion – are full of dancing and singing.   The joy is contagious! 

Families continue to bring their babies for formula.   Thankfully, now, maternal mortality has 

reduced and most often the need for formula is due to a mother’s poor health and not her 

passing.    Most of these babies flourish and gain weight nicely with this help.    

Of paramount interest to villagers right now is the arrival of consistent rains.   Normally rains 

arrive mid to late November and seeds are already in the ground.    This year they are late and 

we pray for their arrival.    How we wish we could have sent them some of the rain that fell in our 

province a few weeks back! 

Christmas is celebrated in Zambia in a quiet and simple way.    For most people in the 

communities near Kalomo there will be no decorations, or gifts, though there could be a special 

meal.    Shops and banks might have a few decorations.   Years ago, I saw a silver tree in a bank 

and I wondered if, or how, local people might connect that image with the Christ child whose 

birth we celebrate.   Sometimes it is good to step back and see situations with fresh eyes!     

We hope your celebrations will be joyful and your holidays - peaceful.    Even when life is 

challenging there are usually blessings to be thankful for.    

Truly – for all of the young people and their families who have benefitted from your help – 

thank you.    The blessing of your assistance is sometimes lost on the little ones though it is not 

lost on the parents.   When we visit with parents they greet us with dancing and singing and it is 

to all of you they are grateful.     

Have a blessed Christmas! 

Joan – on behalf of all the ZMFC team, here and in Zambia. 

 


