
1.24.21 1 

  

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
A member of the New England Synod of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America  
(a “Reconciling In Christ” Congregation) 

60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040   
(860) 643-1193    Fax (860) 645-0830 

www.emanuelmanchester.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany                January 24, 2021 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 

implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 

good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching 

in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of 

discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all 

their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.   

 

While we cannot be together in person, we continue to hear the word of God and hold each 

other, and the world, in prayer.  

 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle and place a bowl 

of water in remembrance of your baptism.  
 

Prelude       Ombra Mai Fu by G.F. Handel                Emanuel Cruz 
 

Welcome                 Pastor Stephanie 
 

Announcements                        Danielle Berneski 
 

Greeting 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the Savior of the world, 

the love of God born in flesh, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit that descended like a dove at the baptism of the 

Messiah, be with you all.  

Assisting Minister:  Amen. 
 

Call to Worship 
Pastor:    Holy God, 

Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 

we hear your Word in the Scriptures, 

proclaiming to us your wisdom 

and inviting us to follow your call. 

For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.   

Assisting Minister: We thank you, O God.   
 

 

 

 

ONLINE                
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Pastor:    Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 

who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 

and revived the brokenhearted. 

For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.  

Assisting Minister: We worship you, O God. 

   
Pastor:    By your Spirit bless all of your children, 

that we may be upheld by the mystery                                                  

of the body of Christ, 

that we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.  

Assisting Minister: We praise you, O God.    
 

Pastor:    Blessed are you, holy God, 

the One who was, the One who is,  

the One who is to come, now and forever.  

Assisting Minister: Amen.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Assisting Minister: Amen. 
 

Pastor:    Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Pastor:    Holy God, 

Assisting Minister: you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 



1.24.21 3 

  

Pastor:  How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Assisting Minister: Amen.  

 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor:  Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in 

your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy 

of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Assisting Minister:  Amen. 
 

 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, 

and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God had 

second thoughts about the calamity that God had said would be done to them; and 

God did not do it. 

All: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 62:5-12     Spoken Responsively. 

5For God alone I wait in silence; 

truly, my hope is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

God is my strong rock  and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. 
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
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10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no  empty pride; 

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

that power belongs to God. 
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

for you repay all according  to their deeds. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

He Came Down—ELW 253               Josh Quillen and Pastor Stephanie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading: John 1:14-20 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark.               All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the dominion of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make you fish for human beings.” 18And immediately they 

left their nets and followed him. 19As Jesus went a little farther, he saw James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

nets. 20Immediately Jesus called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired men, and followed him. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.     All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon         Pastor Stephanie Kershner 
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Hymn of the Day 

   Will You Come and Follow Me—ELW 798          Emanuel Cruz and Jun Lee 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Pastor:  Responding together to Christ’s call, let us offer our prayers for all         

in need, responding to each petition with words from today’s 

psalm, “Our hope is in you.” 

A brief silence. 

Pastor:  We pray for the church, especially our bishops, pastors, deacons, 

musicians, staffs, and lay leaders, that God’s Spirit empower all 

the baptized with wisdom to follow Christ’s call. 

Pastor:  O God our salvation, receive our prayer: 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray for Sunday schools and for all parish education, for 

teachers and participants, young and old, that God form the faithful 

even when classes cannot regularly meet in person. 

Pastor:  O God our power, receive our prayer: 

AM:  Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray for the earth, its seas, lakes, and rivers, for their myriad 

creatures, and for those whose livelihood depends upon them, that 

God raise up advocates and scientists to guide an ecological care 

for creation. 

Pastor:  O God, our rock, receive our prayer; 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray for the nations, for our elected and appointed leaders,                       

for racial concord in our cities, and for those who have been 

considered our enemies, that God lead the world into 

commonwealths of justice and peace. 

Pastor:  O God our stronghold, receive our prayer: 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray for those who are charged with maintaining an ordered 

society, for state and local law enforcement, and for the military, 

that God guide the powerful to serve the common good. 

Pastor:  O God our refuge, receive our prayer: 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 
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Pastor:  We pray for relief from COVID-19, for the fearful, the sick, and 

the dying, for medical workers, for all who await the vaccine, for 

the unemployed and the quarantined, that God uphold the world’s 

people through this time of affliction. 

Pastor:  O God in whom we trust, receive our prayer: 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray for all who are sick, distressed, or grieving, especially for 

the members of this community and for those we name aloud or in 

the silence of our hearts, that God sustain and comfort those who 

suffer. 

A brief silence. 

Pastor:  O God our deliverance, receive our prayer: 

AM:   Our hope is in you. 

Pastor:  We pray finally for ourselves, that as we pour out our hearts to 

God, our faith in divine mercy be renewed. 

Pastor: O God of steadfast love, receive our prayer: 

AM:  Our hope is in you.  

Pastor: We join in thanksgiving for all your people from ancient times 

until today who have lived and died in faith, and we pray that at 

our end God unite us with them in everlasting peace. 

Pastor: O God of eternal might, receive our prayer: 

AM:  Our hope is in you.  

Pastor: Merciful God, receive the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, 

for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

AM: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer      Jun Lee and Emanuel Cruz 
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Blessing the Nets by Jan Richardson 
 

“As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for human beings.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him.” – Mark 1:16-18 
 

You could cast it 

in your sleep, 

its familiar arc 

embedded in your  

muscle memory 

after months 

years 

a lifetime 

of gathering in 

what you thought 

would sustain you 

forever. 

 

You would not 

have imagined  

it would be so easy 

to cast aside, 

would never have believed 

the immediacy 

with which your hands 

could release their  

familiar grip, 

could let it go, 

could let it simply continue 

its arcing path 

away from you. 

 

But when the call came 

you did not hesitate, 

did not pause, 

did not delay  

to follow, 

as if your body 

had suddenly remembered 

the final curve 

of the arc, 

 

as if the release 

begun in your hands 

now passed through you 

entirely 

and you let go 

of everything 

 

to cast yourself 

with abandon 

upon the waiting 

world.  

 

Postlude             NON PIÙ ANDRAI by W.A. Mozart          Jun Lee, organ 
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Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, and Families Celebrate Advent & Christmas 2020-21 © 2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary                                   
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and                     
Gail Ramshaw. 

Blessing the Nets © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister: Carol Adams 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               

Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # 45905.  All Rights Reserved. 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Scripture Readings for next week: 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

The prophet speaks with God’s authority 
Psalm 111 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10) 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols 
Mark 1:21-28 

The healing of one with an unclean spirit 



1.24.21 10 

  

 

We recognize that this is an uncertain time for many financially. If you are 

able to support our ongoing ministry efforts, please mail your offerings to the 

Church Office. You may also give online at any time HERE. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193 
                                 

     Stephanie Kershner, Pastor 

Dr. Jun Lee, Director of Music  

Danielle Berneski & Julie Kamp,  

Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

Nancy Whiton, Administrative Assistant 

Anne Heinrich, Church Secretary 

Lynne Gustafson, Parish Nurse 

Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor 

Brianna Gustafson & Berk Little,  

Worship Support Specialists 

  

The Church building is 
CLOSED. 

This includes worship,           
all meetings & events that are 

held inside the Church. 
If you need pastoral assistance, 
please call the Church Office at                         

860-643-1193 and the voicemail 
message will instruct you  
as to how you can contact  

Pastor Stephanie. 

 

Emanuel’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held THIS Sunday, 1/24/21                     
at 10:30 AM on Zoom. A link and supporting documents have been emailed to the 
congregation. Because of the Annual Meeting, Coffee Hour will not be held this Sunday. 

 
Volunteer Help Needed!!!   

The Finance Committee has need for a person with knowledge and expertise with insurance; 
specifically property/liability insurance and, to a lesser extent, worker's compensation 
insurance.  The Committee is looking for someone who can review and provide assistance with 
the church's policy renewals.  If you're someone who has experience in this area and would like 
to learn more, please contact Steve Quatrocelli at squatrocelli@aol.com.  Thank you. 

 

Little Free Pantries have been established in Manchester! 
These are like Little Free Libraries, but instead of books, they are stocked with food! These can be helpful 
to tide residents over in an emergency when regular pantries are closed. They are available for everyone to 
access. You do not need to be a client of MACC or tied with any social service agency. More information 
can be found at www.hartfordbagsoflove.org    
The Manchester locations are: 

453 Summit Street (across from William Street, near the corner of Green Road) 
501 Porter Street (near the intersection of Wyllys) 
315 East Center Street (in front of Collaborative Natural Health Partners)    
159 Henry Street (near the intersection of North Elm) 
13 Cottage Street  (near the intersection of Birch Street) 
80 Garden Street 

Bible Study will not be held on Thursday, 1/28.  

If you normally attend Thursday morning Bible Study, you are welcome to join the Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study this week on 1/27 at 7 PM. 

mailto:squatrocelli@aol.com
http://www.hartfordbagsoflove.org/


1.24.21 11 

 

 

Residents Over 75 Can Now Register for COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments 
 

While appointments may not be available immediately at this time, please know that the 
State continues to be limited by the amount of vaccine provided by the federal government. 
All eligible residents are required to make an appointment in advance of receiving the 
vaccine. Individuals over the age of 75 can make appointments utilizing the following tools: 

Healthcare Provider: Many residents have already been or will be contacted to schedule 
an appointment by their healthcare provider if their provider is participating in the state’s 
vaccine program. Not all providers are administering the vaccine.  A list of participating 
providers is available at ct.gov/covidvaccine. Residents are urged NOT to contact their 
physician or healthcare provider directly for COVID vaccine appointments. 

Over 100 healthcare providers across the State are offering COVID vaccines. All locations 
require pre-scheduling and registration – no walk-ins will be allowed. 

 UConn Health: Clinic locations in Farmington, CT  

 Hartford Healthcare: Several locations across the state 

 Yale New Haven Health: Several locations across the state 

 
Online: A form can be accessed online at ct.gov/covidvaccine that allows individuals to 
schedule an appointment through the web-based Vaccine Administration Management 
System (VAMS). 

Telephone: Those without internet access can call Connecticut’s COVID Vaccine 

Appointment Assistance Line at 877-918-2224. The phone system was created in 
partnership with the Department of Public Health and United Way of Connecticut and is 
specifically targeted to provide support for eligible vaccine recipients who have limited 
technology access, or who have language, disability, or other barriers that could prevent 
them from using existing self-scheduling options successfully. The line will take calls on 
Mondays through Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and will offer a call-back option when 
all contact specialists are busy serving other callers. The team will aim to return calls as 
soon as possible, with the goal of same-day response. 

Emanuel’s Church building will be CLOSED through May 31, 2021. 

There will be a special Town Hall Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, February 21st at 
10:30 AM on Zoom (in place of Coffee Hour) to discuss the results of the two Member 
Surveys that were completed this month. Results of the surveys will be emailed to the 
Congregation on Sunday afternoon, 1/24. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is Sunday, February 7th!  
Although we won’t be able to collect donations in the same manner that we have in the past, 

there will still be a way that you can help tackle hunger in our community! 

http://ct.gov/covidvaccine
https://health.uconn.edu/coronavirus/covid-vaccine/
https://hartfordhealthcare.org/health-wellness/coronavirus/vaccine
https://www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/vaccine.aspx
http://ct.gov/covidvaccine

