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 From the Pastor  

“All Christians are truly of the spiritual estate, and there is no difference 
among them except that of office.”—Martin Luther 

 

As Lutherans, we believe in this idea called the priesthood of all                   
believers. It’s not a symbolic idea reserved for theological reflection. It is 
a truth that shapes how we understand the Church, our calling, and our 
life together. This means you do not need a title to do God's work. You 
do not need to wear an alb or stand at the altar. Through your baptism, 
God sets you apart to serve others right where you are. 
 

At baptism, God names us, claims us, and sends us. This means every 
Christian—whether young or old, retired or just beginning a career, in 
school or just graduated, lay or ordained—is entrusted with a vocation. 
This does not mean we all perform the same roles. Instead, it means that 
all of life becomes a place where God’s grace is made visible. Teachers, 
parents, nurses, students, mechanics, engineers, neighbors, caregivers, 
and friends all live out their faith in distinct but equally sacred ways.  
 

This is why your presence matters. Your prayers matter. Your voice               
matters. Your gifts matter. When you comfort someone in grief,                          
encourage a struggling friend, share what’s moved you to compassion, 
serve quietly without recognition, or speak a word of hope, you are                   
participating in Christ’s priestly work in the world. 
 

Peace to you and yours, Pastor Joanna 
 
 

Mark your calendars and Save these September dates… 

      Rally Day      “God’s Work Our Hands” Day 
Sunday, September 13                   Sunday, September 20 

                                                                      (in partnership with Trinity Lutheran, Vernon) 

Saturday, 7/18/26—Intergenerational Congregation Event: Hiking at Talcott 
Mountain State Park/Heublein Tower (Summit Ridge Drive, Simsbury, CT 06070) 

Meet in Simsbury at 9am. The Tower Trail is 1.25 miles long; a walk to the 
Tower takes approximately 30 - 40 minutes. Please bring water and snacks. Please 

let Katie Kurlak know if you will be attending: familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org  

SAVE THE DATE...Sunday, August 30th (in the afternoon) for a 
History of Protest Music Sing-Along in Manchester’s Center Memorial Park  

Join Members of Emanuel. Music From The Heart, Meeting House, Dan Thompson 
(former Manchester Troubadour), and others for an afternoon of powerful and uplifting 
music. More details to follow! 

mailto:familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org
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Stewardship Monthly Moment 

Stewardship isn’t just something we talk about in the fall, it’s a year-round practice of discipleship!  
This monthly reflection, written by members of Emanuel's Stewardship Committee, invites us to connect 
generosity, gratitude, and faith with the rhythms of our everyday lives and seasons. 
 

Rest and Renewal 
Summer invites us into different rhythms. Vacation days, backyard gatherings, time with family and friends, 
and moments of rest can renew both body and spirit. In Scripture, rest is not a reward for hard work rather it's 
a gift from God. Sabbath reminds us that we are not defined by productivity, but by our identity as beloved 
children of God. 

At the same time, the ministries of the church continue through every season. Worship, music, fellowship, 
learning, outreach, and care for one another do not pause when the calendar turns to summer. Thanks be to 
God! Stewardship in this season may simply mean remaining connected to the community that nurtures us in 
faith and sharing our gifts so that others may also experience God’s love. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we are invited into rhythms of both rest and generosity. Throughout your summer, 
bask in the sun or enjoy the shade while you take a moment to reflect and pray: What rhythms of rest are 
helping me draw closer to God? What am I noticing this season that fills me with gratitude? What small act of 
generosity outside of Emanuel is God inviting me to this season? 

There is still time to sign up and join us!!! 

Congregational Getaway Weekend at Camp Calumet in NH—August 21- 23, 2026 
We’re having an intergenerational getaway weekend at Camp Calumet on August 21-23!  

The weekend will begin with Holden Evening prayer at 7 PM on Friday (it’s ok if you’ll be 
late!) and end with lunch on Sunday. We will have time to rest, explore the local area, 
swim, boat, worship and learn together. There will be time for adults to connect with one another and their 
faith and time for kids to hear the stories of God and God’s people.  

Please sign up in the narthex if you’re interested in going, fill out a registration form and return it to Pastor              
Joanna along with a $100 deposit to hold your spot. Checks should be made out to Emanuel  Lutheran Church 
with “Calumet Retreat” on the memo line.  

You may also pay online with a credit or debit card: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4JY/home. Click on the “pay 
now” button on the “August 2026 Calumet Congregation Retreat” tile and enter 2026 Calumet Retreat in the                 
required memo box. 

The Flower Chart is posted in the office hallway and available online! 
You can sign-up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special occasion.  

You can sign-up for altar or lectern flowers in one of three ways:  

 On the paper sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Church Office hallway. Please be sure to fill out a flower       
order form (located next to the sign-up sheet), and leave the form for Anne in the Church Office.                                             

On the order form, you can even designate the type and/or color of flowers that you prefer in the arrangement. 

 Through the online sign-up sheet:                                                              
      https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N7YC_4StAVRRQGedU4_xUewyRK4VnsT1elyJR9GKLa4/edit?usp=sharing 

 Call or email Anne in the Church Office: 860-643-1193 or aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

Anne will order the flowers, and Park Hill Joyce Florist will send the bill directly to your mailing address.   
Altar flowers (two arrangements) are $50, and the Lectern flowers (one arrangement) are $35.  
 

You may also sponsor the Sunday bulletins. Each Sunday is $20.  
Please send payment to the Church Office. You can sign-up for bulletins in the ways noted above.  

The online link is: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BtdtsMiKUnTFv_xz4Gh5iBsH71H0j4sF_JQ8P02_mik/edit?usp=sharing 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4JY/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1N7YC_4StAVRRQGedU4_xUewyRK4VnsT1elyJR9GKLa4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BtdtsMiKUnTFv_xz4Gh5iBsH71H0j4sF_JQ8P02_mik/edit?usp=sharing
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Nametags—Are you a member of Emanuel or attend worship on a regular basis? We would love to make you a            
magnetic nametag to wear on Sunday mornings for worship! If you don't already have one, or need a new one, please 
sign up on the sheet on the bookcase by the ramp or in the narthex. You may also contact Kathy Rusch in person or by 
email: krusch2@comcast.net 

Coffee Hours 

You can sign-up to host coffee hour in one of three ways:  

 On the paper sign-up sheet in the narthex 

 Through the online sign-up sheet:                                                                                                                            

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YKFVJbX8HdJsFGkRaQfvndhTMmffSyvDNqYHcs3sCAE/edit?usp=sharing  

 Call or email Anne in the Church Office: 860-643-1193 or aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

Flowers for Summer Sunday mornings at Emanuel  
If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the altar or lectern on Sunday mornings, 
altar guild would love to put them on display in the sanctuary for worship!  

Whether the flowers are from your garden or fresh cut from the store, if you bring them 
in Sunday morning before worship (around 9:30 AM), someone from altar guild will put 
them in a vase or vases for you. You are welcome to take the flowers home after                
worship. If you have any questions, please talk with Kim Boerner-Mercier. 

In summer it is always time to replenish the rocks in Emanuel’s Rock Garden of Kindness! 
Our Kindness Rock Garden makes a difference in blessing the lives of people passing by. Rocks are usually taken with-
in a few days of being put out. If you can paint a few rocks and either place them in the garden or bring them to the 
church office, (where they will be treated with a  protectant spray), we would be grateful. If you would like to paint in 
the company of others, the congregation is invited to a Rock Painting night on Thursday, 7/9 from 6—8 PM in 
Luther Hall. If you have any small, blank rocks at home that you could donate to be painted on, please bring them to 
the church office. Your kindness is appreciated! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YKFVJbX8HdJsFGkRaQfvndhTMmffSyvDNqYHcs3sCAE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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 Events and Items of Interest 

Healing Prayer Sundays are held on the first 
Sunday of every month at Emanuel. 
On Healing Prayer Sundays we bless our prayer 
shawls. If you would like to bring one to someone in 
need, they are available to take after worship.              
Personal healing prayer is offered to people who 
wish to receive it at the altar immediately following 
the postlude. 

Worship volunteers are needed for our Sunday 
morning 10 AM worship service.  

We continue to need the following worship volunteers 
each Sunday: two Communion Assistants, one Lector,                              

and four Ushers.  

A sign-up link is emailed out weekly (if volunteers 
are needed). If you are able volunteer, please use 
the electronic sign-up. All Sundays through                  
December 2026 are accessible through one link.   

If you have difficulty signing up for a particular Sunday, 
email Anne at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org and let 
her know what date and what volunteer position you 
would like. If you would like to try something new, training 
is provided! 

Emanuel has an AED (Automated external 
defibrillator) which is used to help those             
experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It's a           
sophisticated, yet also easy-to-use, medical 
device that can deliver an electrical shock, or 
defibrillation, to help the heart reestablish an 
effective rhythm. Our AED is  located in the 

office hallway, just outside of the church office. Proceed 
down the ramp in the sanctuary, and the AED is on the wall                
directly in front of you.  

Emanuel’s Church Office Hours 
The Church Office is OPEN on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 10 AM—2 PM. 
 

The Church Office is CLOSED on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

 

If you need to come to the church outside of office 
hours, please contact Pastor Joanna at  

pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  
to make an appointment. 

Weekly Bible Study on Thursday mornings                  
will not meet in July or August.   

Bible Study will resume on Thursday,                        
September 3 at 10 AM.. 

Ministerio Nueva Creacion (MNC), is a Latinx/
Latiné open and affirming ministry that                    
welcomes all.  
MNC holds worship in the Community 
Room at Emanuel on the first          
Sunday of every month at 12 noon. 
Seminarian and former Emanuel Field 
Education Student, Bea Santiago 
leads the service. Everyone from Emanuel is invited 
to attend. All ages are welcome! 

This is just a reminder for all members of  
Emanuel that we have an Online Member                     
Pictorial Directory. 

You can access the directory on your  
laptop, desktop computer or on your 
phone (through the Instant Church               
Directory app). You’ll need to create an 
account using the email listed for your 
family’s profile in the  directory and            
create your own  password. To access the directory 
please go to: members.instantchurchdirectory.com. If you 
need  assistance setting up your account, please email 
Anne: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org  

members.instantchurchdirectory.com
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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Special Offering Envelopes 

Folks who contribute their offering online, and folks who do not receive offering envelopes do not receive the 
“Special Offering” envelopes that come in the box each year.  

Special Offering envelope for July: ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
Special Offering envelope for August: SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 

If you would like to give to these special offerings, you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your 
check to the church office), made out to Emanuel Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on 
the memo line. You may also give online through the secure donation page at www.emanuelmanchester.org.   

Join us at the Fair!  
Curious about all the ways people serve and connect at Emanuel? Interested in sharing your gifts with the 
community? Looking to learn what exactly each committee and team does?  

Join us at the Fall Ministry Fair on Sunday, September 27, after worship in Luther Hall!  

Organized by Emanuel's Stewardship Committee, this event is an opportunity to explore the many ministries, 
committees, groups, and worship leadership roles that help bring Emanuel's mission to life. Representatives 
from across the congregation are invited to put together a table to share who they are, what they do, and 
how others can get involved!  

Details and logistics are forthcoming and will be shared to committee/teams in the coming months. For now, 
save the date! There is a place for everyone at Emanuel—we hope to see you at the Fair! 

A note of gratitude and thanks… 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the 
“Celebrating LGBTQ+ Art” concert on June 11th. 
Thank you to Finn Lambert who organized the concert, 
Jeff Sirois for accompanying on the piano and the             
musicians (too many to list by name!) for sharing their 
amazing talent! To Jake Auger, Ann-Linda Bray, Anne 
Heinrich and Lynne Gustafson for ushering. Kim 
Boerner-Mercier and Lynne Gustafson for setting up 
the reception, Karen Nemiah, and her friend Marsha 
for putting out the food at the reception. To Marsha                 
(and her husband), and Lillian LaCaprucia-Hill who 
washed dishes. Joanna Lambert who brought fresh 
fruit and vegetables for the reception and helped clean 
up.  David Lambert helped manage the trash.  Hannah 
Nemiah wiped down the tables.  

Emanuel's New Pop-Up Shop 
As some of you are aware, we have taken on a new ministry. Concordia has had a partnership with                     
Highland Park School to provide clothing for free to families in need. We have agreed to continue this   
mission. To do this, we will need help from the congregation. 
We hope to collect donations of used children's clothing from our congregation that we can offer to                
families from Highland Park School.   
We are interested in infant clothing and up through clothing for 9–10-year-old children.  For the older 
children, adult sized tee shirts, sweats and pajama pants would be useful.  We ask that the donations are 
clean and in good condition. Donations can be left in the room at Emanuel designated for the Pop-Up 
Shop. The room is located on the lower level of the building, all the way at the end of the Sunday School 
hallway. The room is on the far right, next to one of the children’s restrooms. The door is labeled with a 
sign: “Pop-Up Shop”.  

Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity!  

If you have questions, please call Diane Gawlinski at 860-643-6532 or 860-916-8092. 

http://www.emanuelmanchester.org
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Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

 
Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  

 
Anne Heinrich 

Office Administrator 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

 
Jeff Sirois 

Director of Music 
jsirois@emanuelmanchester.org 

 
Katie Kurlak 

Director of Family Ministries 
familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 

 
Donna Connolly 

Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@emanuelmanchester.org  

 
Kathy Hatch 

Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 
Barton Sattler 

Treasurer 
treasurer@emanuelmanchester.org 

 
Gail McGrath and Kathy Rusch 

Co-Financial Secretaries 
financialsecretary@emanuelmanchester.org 

 
Berk and Lisa Little  

Worship Support Specialists 
 

 
 

 

July Birthdays (Emanuel Members 75+ yrs.) 

On behalf of Emanuel’s Hospitality Committee…. 
Thank you to all the friends who have contributed many different kinds of  
goodies for Sunday morning coffee hours. We appreciate all these items, as it 
helps to not have to buy as many items. We are happy to have these coffee 
hours to bring everyone together. The number of people who come to coffee 
hour has increased in the past year. We hope this time of fellowship will             
continue to bring us together!  

Carol Croteau          7/6 
Karen Culver            7/8 
Roberta Irish            7/12 

Karen Davis             8/5 
Edward Gawlinski     8/16 
Janet Bono              8/19 

Marjorie Coons         7/18 
Jon Norris                7/18 
Marianne Wilcox       7/20 

Dear Pastor Hertzog Betkoski, 
Throughout the Holy Scriptures, we are repeatedly encouraged to speak for 
those who cannot speak, and defend the rights of those who cannot defend 
themselves. You and your community are speaking with a clear voice thought 
your commitment to Mosaic, where we love and serve thousands of beloved 
children of God who cannot always speak for themselves, nor defend their  
own rights. Your gift is appreciated, impactful, and life-changing—and it is           
an answer to God’s call. 

Thank you for your congregation’s donation of $50. from the women of Ruth 
Circle, to Mosaic in Connecticut for Partners in Possibilities. Your generous 
support of the people of God who are served by Mosaic is a tangible response 
to and expression of God’s love. We so appreciate your recent gift and we 
pray for you, as you pray for us. 

Peace,  
Pastor Angela Zimmann 
Vice President of Church Relations and International Programming at Mosaic 

Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your faithful service in sharing your God-given financial                 
resources with the ELCA World Hunger Program. Your generosity is helping 
people have sustainable lives. Through gifts like yours, people in 60 countries, 
including the United States, have better agricultural resources, access to clean 
water, nutritious food, education for children, effective ways to earn a living 
and better healthcare. 

According to the ELCA World Hunger Program and the New England                
Synod, Emanuel has given $8,538 for the year 2025. 

This reflects #1 in congregational giving in the New England Synod! 

Pastor David Rinas and Doreen Rinas 
Co-Chairpersons of the New England Synod World Hunger Team 

Archived copies of Visitor newsletters are available on our website  
under the password protected MEMBER ACCESS tab  

(pull down to "VISITOR NEWSLETTERS").  
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     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 

 
Emanuel has been invited by 

the Fellowship Committee of 

The Lutheran Church of  

St. Mark in Glastonbury  

to join them  

(along with members from 

Concordia Lutheran)  

for an evening of fun at the 

Yard Goats! 

 
If you are interested in attending, 

please email Anne 
(aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org) 
to sign-up. You may also sign-up on 

the sheet in the narthex. 
Price per ticket is expected to be $12.  

 

More details to follow,  

but for now... 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 


