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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost/God’s Work, Our Hands   10:00 AM    Sept. 20, 2026 
 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude                                                                                                  Anthem Choir 
 

Children are invited to attend Sunday School downstairs in the Sunday School Room. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 

All: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

All: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

IN-PERSON & ONLINE  

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  

 

Recently there have been a lot of new people worshipping with us at Emanuel. If you have a  

magnetic nametag hanging on the ribbons in the narthex, please take it on your way into 

worship and wear it while you are in church. This way, we can meet each other more easily. 
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Pastor: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

All: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn                             Lord of Light                                         ELW 688 
 

*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 

servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 

judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

All:      Amen.       
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
10 When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, 

God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and 

he did not do it. 4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He 

prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 

gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 

punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 

die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went 

out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 

his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 

the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 

for me to die than to live.” 

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left and also many animals?” 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my 

desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your 

boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 

  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 

and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 

spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way 

frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your 

salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 

of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same 

struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 
*Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.                             All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, 

he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said 

to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 

for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 

am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.                   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon                                                 Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

 

*Hymn of the Day              All Who Love and Serve Your City                         ELW 724 

 

HOLY BAPTISM OF ALEXANDER GRAYSON YOUNG 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

    the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  

All:  Amen.  
 

Pastor:  God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 

through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from 

sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the 

baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 

joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Who presents this child for baptism? 

Samantha and Kyle: We present Alexander for baptism. 
 

Pastor: Kevin and Kimberlie, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of 

God, do you desire to have Alexander baptized? 

Kevin and Kimberlie: We do. 
 

Pastor : As you bring Alexander to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that he may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 

Pastor: Do you promise to help Alexander grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Kevin and Kimberlie: We do. 
 

The pastor addresses the godparents/sponsors: 

Pastor: Samantha and Kyle, do you promise to nurture Alexander in the Christian faith 

as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of 

baptism and in communion with the church? 

Smantha and Kyle: We do. 
 

The pastor addresses those gathered:  

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Alexander and pray for him in 

his new life in Christ? 

All: We do. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Pastor: I ask all of you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw 

you from God? 

All:   I renounce them. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All:     I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All:     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered 

over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into 

the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. Through the waters of the 

flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your 

people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them 

with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the 

promised land. 

 By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to 

safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall 

not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He 

sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 

baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and 

free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now                

and forever.  

All:  Amen. 
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BAPTISM 

Pastor: Alexander Grayson, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Alexander Grayson, you belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 

All:  Alleluia! 
 

Parents, sponsors, and the pastor lay hands on Alexander as the pastor says: 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 

eternal life. Sustain Alexander with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 

now and forever.  

All:  Amen. 
 

As the sign of the cross is made on the child’s forehead, the pastor says: 

Pastor: Alexander Grayson, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  

All:  Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

A candle is lit while the pastor says:  

Pastor: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Together, let us welcome Alexander. 

All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative                   

and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

PRAYER 

AM: God of tenderness, source of all goodness, your Son took children up in his 

arms and blessed them. Hold Alexander in the strong arms of your love. Look 

with kindness upon him and upon his family as they support him in his 

baptismal life. Continue to sustain each one of us in the gift of baptism, so that 

we may carry your loving, saving word into all the world; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, and Lord.  

All:  Amen. 
 

The assembly offers acclamation with applause.  
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Prayers of the People 

AM:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us.     

To the words: “Hear us, O God.,” the congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 

AM:  Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

All:  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 

Offertory Music             Create in Me a Clean Heart                    New Day Singers 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:  God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

All:       Amen. 

 

*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   

All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.            

All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Words of Institution                   (not printed) 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

All: Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by                      

using the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come 

forward, you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups 

of red wine and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the 

receptacles on the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring 

communion to you. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymns            

 
 

Lord of All Hopefulness                                                              ELW 765 

Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading                       ELW 401 

 

*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

All:  Amen. 
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*Blessing      As You Go On Your Way   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude                                            Hannah Nemiah and Finn Lambert, vocalists 

Walk in Peace, by Lowell Prescott 

 
 

Please join us after worship for Coffee Hour downstairs in Luther Hall.  

 

If you signed up to help with a God’s Work, Our Hands service project this morning, 

the different projects are set up in various locations in the building. 

 

We welcome into the Lord’s family through the sacrament of Holy Baptism this morning, 
Alexander Grayson Young, son of Kevin and Kimberlie Young.  

Alexander’s godparents are Samantha Reddington and Kyle Latulippe. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Kathy Rusch 
Ushers: Richard Marsh, Pat Nelson, Kurt Buescher, Ann-Linda Bray  
Communion Assistants: Ann-Linda Bray, volunteer needed  
Lector: Beverly Niemann 
 

Altar Guild: Elsa Robinson, Emily Braman, Kim Boerner-Mercier 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 

QR Code 

There is a QR code on the front cover of the bulletin and on small cards placed in the pews of the sanctuary. 

If scanned, the code will take you directly to Emanuel’s secure donation page. Once you are on the donation 

page, you can choose to designate your donation to a specific fund or the General Fund. We want to give 

people the option to easily donate online at any time.  
  

 
Emanuel’s family room space is available for Sunday morning guests!  

The family room is located on the lower level of the building directly across from the Sunday School room. 
For whatever reason, if you and your child/children need a quiet place to retreat to during worship, the 
family room is equipped with toys for the children and comfortable furniture for the adults. Worship can 
be streamed live, on Zoom through the TV in the family room. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can direct you. You can share 

your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer request that you would like 

printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email communications list to receive our monthly 

newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in the basket located next to the cards, given to 

an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even people 
attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from using a Hearing 
Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an usher for assistance.  

 

Special Offering Envelopes 
The Special Offering envelope for September is the PARISH NURSE FUND. If you would like to give to any 
of the special offerings in 2026, you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to the 
church office), made out the Emanuel Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on the 
memo line.  

 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Scripture Readings—Sunday, September 27, 2026: 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The fairness of God’s way 

Psalm 25:1-9 

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Matthew 21:23-32 

A parable of doing God’s will 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-27/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-27/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-27/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-27/0
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Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor  Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries 

Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                          Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor   

Barton Sattler, Treasurer   Gail McGrath and Kathy Rusch, Co-Financial Secretaries  

      Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

 

  
  

Nametags—Are you a member of Emanuel or attend worship on a regular basis? We would love to make 
you a magnetic nametag to wear on Sunday mornings for worship! If you don't already have one, or need a 
new one, please sign up on the sheet on the bookcase by the ramp or in the narthex. You may also contact 
Kathy Rusch in person or by email: krusch2@comcast.net 

  

 

October Family Ministry Events 
Saturday, October 3rd from 1:00pm –3:00pm: Outdoor Fellowship at Eric Haaga's Home (6 Lakeview Dr., Vernon, CT) 

Saturday, October 10th from 1:00pm –3:00pm: Hike at Talcott Mountain State Park - Heublein Tower in (Simsbury, CT) 

If you would like to attend either of these events or if you would like more information about either of them, please 
email Katie Kurlak: familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org  

mailto:familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org
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Calendar of Events

Sunday, September 20, 2026 
GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY 
Alexander Grayson Young Baptism During Worship 
Assisting Minister - Kathy Rusch 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School - Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
11:30am –1:30pm Greater Hartford Conference Confirmation Class - CR 
 

Monday, September 21, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal – MR 
 

Tuesday, September 22, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
10:00am –2:00pm Centre for Theocentric Leadership  
                              & Learning Meeting – LH 

 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026 

  CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
    7:00pm –9:00pm Bible Study led by MNC - LH 

Thursday, September 24, 2026  
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  5:45pm –6:45pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

 
Friday, September 25, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
   

Saturday, September 26, 2026  
  9:00am –11:00am Grow With Me Music - CR 
 

Sunday, September 27, 2026  
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
Eloise Zofia Stoneman Baptism During Worship 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School - Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  1:30pm –2:30pm Worship Service at Evergreen Crossings, S. Windsor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruth Circle Gathering/Program on Tuesday, October 6th at 7 PM in Luther Hall 
The congregation is invited to attend.  
Donna Connolly, Emanuel’s Parish Nurse, will present the following: 
Alzheimer's Disease and dementia. (This presentation was rescheduled from earlier this year 
due to weather).  Information that will be covered includes the various types of dementia, 
along with what is going on in the body and brain of those afflicted. We’ll talk about the stages, 
the care and support of individuals and families going through this progressive illness, current 
research and treatment. Over 7 million Americans are afflicted with Alzheimer’s and it's 
something we don’t talk about much so hopefully the information will offer some preventative 
and supportive guidance.   
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