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From the Pastor 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday  

10 AM—4 PM  
Friday  

10 AM—2 PM 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts  
A sign up sheet is posted in the office                   
hallway. We would love to have Coffee 
Hour every Sunday in Luther Hall at              
11 AM. The host is responsible for making 
the coffee and providing either individual, 
pre-wrapped treats or act as the “server” 
behind the banquet table to plate any items that are not individually 
wrapped. The host is also responsible for providing half & half, milk or 
cream as well as juice. 

“‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,               
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’.” —Matthew 25:35-40 
  

There’s no real way around it—Jesus was radical. He pushed the limits 
of the religious and political leaders of his time. He pushed the limits of 
who is included in the Kingdom of God. And ultimately, he was put to 
death for the way he challenged the status quo. 

Jesus exploded this notion of who is a loved and claimed Child of God. 
No longer was it just those who belonged to their tribe—the ancestors of 
Abraham--but it included the tax collectors, the Samaritan woman, the 
lepers, those who were broken and the brokenhearted.  

We live in a time that is difficult. One that leaves little room for                    
reconciliation and conversation. One where it is really easy to share a 
quick comment on Facebook or parking lot conversation rather than really 
engaging in what it means for our faith. There’s no real way around             
it—following Jesus takes risk.  

In this time, I want to challenge you to get 
back to Scripture rather than reading the  
latest meme. My challenge to you this month 
is to pick a gospel—any one of them—and 
read it the whole way through. The New           
Revised Standard Version is the Bible                 
version we most often read in church;                  
however, any version will do. 

Learning about the historical context of the time when reading Scripture 
is important as well. The Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for                 
Preaching and Teaching is a reliable resource. There is one book for 
each gospel.  

I hope you’ll accept this challenge. And I hope you’ll tell me about it and 
what brought you comfort and discomfort too. 

Peace, 

Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 
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From the Vicar 
Ryan Heckman 

Research on LGBTQ+ Inclusion in Church—Are you an adult (18 years or older) member of            

Emanuel Lutheran Church who identifies as LGBTQ+?  If so, please consider participating in a 

research study being conducted by Dr. Megan Yost, a professor at Dickinson College (Carlisle, 

PA).  The purpose is to learn about LGBTQ+ people who have found a home in a welcoming 

congregation, because most other research on this topic has examined LGBTQ people who 

have left churches due to experiences with sexual prejudice, and never returned.  To learn 

more about the study and for the link to the survey, please go to https://bit.ly/3OhM28K.  

If you have questions, contact Dr. Megan Yost, at yostm@dickinson.edu or leave a voicemail at 

(717) 798-0036. 

The summer flew by! This month I will begin my last academic year as a seminarian and my last academic 
year as an intern at Emanuel. This coming term I am taking courses on the books of Galatians, Philippians, 
and 1 and 2 Corinthians. I will also be engaging in coursework that will explore the ways God is present in 
the world and how we, as Christians, can know and experience God in our world. This term should be an 
exciting one filled with opportunities for me to bring my learning to you, the members of Emanuel! 

These upcoming courses also call to mind a theologian I studied in-depth during my summer courses.    
Walter Rauschenbusch was a Baptist theologian at the turn of the 20th century, he lived from 1861-1918.  
He is one of the founders of what has come to be known as the Social Gospel. There are three tenets of the 
Social Gospel: 

 That the church is called to tell people and invite people into knowing about the good news of           
freedom from sin (sin can be defined as evil that takes us out of relationship with each other and/or 
with God), and life after death that we received from God through Jesus Christ.  

 God has given us a glimpse of God’s glorious Kingdom in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ, 
and we see glimpses of God’s Kingdom all over scripture. If we have even the tiniest idea of what 
God’s Kingdom can look like, then we have a responsibility to serve our communities helping to 
realize these parts of God’s Kingdom right here, and right now.  

 The world will reap substantial rewards as God’s Kingdom comes bit by bit until Jesus returns to 
reveal a completely just world.  

In the Social Gospel, Rauschenbusch centers a theological understanding of God’s Kingdom, found in the 
Lord’s Prayer: “God’s Kingdom come, God’s will be done.” Rauschenbusch is speaking about God, who is 
fully active in the world and calling us into service in the world to work for God’s Kingdom until God’s         
Kingdom comes in full. Now, some of these ideas are challenged by our Lutheran theology which states that 
God’s Kingdom and the world in which we live, are not the same things; however, they are interconnected 
through our faith in Jesus Christ. With our faith in Christ, we can be assured we are and will live in God’s 
Kingdom forever. However, our Lutheran traditions are influenced by and (rightly) have a strong push for us 
to engage with the problems and joys of our world. We are called to do “God’s Work, with Our Hands.” We 
are assured that we are members of God’s Kingdom because we believe in Christ, and because of that firm 
understanding, we are then called to realize the glimpses of God’s Kingdom we get through Jesus’ ministry 
of service and love to others. Again, if we have even the smallest glimpse of what God’s Kingdom could look 
like, we better get out into the world and strive to bring it about!  

Let’s listen to how God is calling us into the world and let’s be inspired by theologians like Walter               
Rauschenbusch, who help to give us practical ways of realizing the beauty of God’s Kingdom right here and 
right now. Amen! 

Vicar Ryan 

https://bit.ly/3OhM28K
mailto:yostm@dickinson.edu
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Emanuel’s Endowment Funds 
By Kim Boerner-Mercier, Chair 

Emanuel's Online Pictorial Directory 
Two years ago Emanuel released an online pictorial directory. All Emanuel members 
are included in the directory. If you are in need of an address, phone number, or email 
of a member of Emanuel, it is really easy to access the directory from your phone,               
laptop or desktop computer! You may even want to connect a face to a name in the 
middle of the night! 
 

To access the directory, you'll need to set up a login at:  
members.instantchurchdirectory.com 
 

You will be asked to create an account using your email address and you will chose you own password.           
You must use the email address that is associated with your name in the directory. If you haven't previously 
created a login, click on the box that says: "First time signing in? Create Login." You do not need to download 
any special software to your computer to access the directory. 
 

If you want to access the directory on your phone, you will need to download the "Instant Church Directory" 
app. Please see those instructions below. 
 

You can download the Instant Church Directory for Apple at the App store, HERE. 
You can download the Instant Church Directory for Android at the Google Play store, HERE. 
You can download the Instant Church Directory for Kindle at amazon.com, HERE. 
 

Updates and additions will be made to the directory on a regular basis. 
 
Many members do not have photos included with their contact information in the directory.  
If you want to submit a photo (or replace a photo that is already there), 
you can email a jpeg or tiff image to Anne at any time. 

Please submit changes, new submissions or questions to Anne at: 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org. You may also make changes to 
your own family entry online and Anne will receive an email from             
Instant Church Directory to approve the changes. 

Emanuel’s Endowment Funds 
This month the Endowment Committee is highlighting two programs that 
support the on-going growth of the four endowment funds: Christian        
Education, Extended Ministries, Music, and Structural Preservation.                   
The funds were established on February 1, 2008, after the minimum  
threshold of $25,000 had been reached for each fund.  Since their                   
inception, the funds have been added to by periodic contributions from a 
variety of sources and in a variety of amounts. 
 

Two specific programs, Luther Friends and the Oak Tree Society, were  
established to encourage and recognize on-going contributions. Luther 
Friends invites members to commit to an annual contribution, $50 for a        
single person or $100 for a family, to any or all of the funds.  This program 
was introduced in 2019.  The Oak Tree Society members are those families 

or individuals who have given gifts of $1,000 or more to one of the funds 
or who have provided for the endowment funds through deferred gifts in 
their estate plans.  There is information in the Narthex about both of 
these programs. 
 

The Endowment Committee invites you to join us for a coffee hour on 
September 18, 2022 at 11 AM, to show our appreciation for the support 
of the Endowment Funds by many members of Emanuel.  Please join us 
for refreshments and consider becoming a Luther Friend or a member of 
the Oak Tree Society. 

members.instantchurchdirectory.com
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/instant-church-directory/id589542221?ls=1//elcmanDC0001/profiles/aheinrich2/My%20Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instantchurchdirectory.members//elcmanDC0001/profiles/aheinrich2/My%20Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.amazon.com/Communication-Resources-Inc-Instant-Directory/dp/B00D76604E/ref=sr_1_1?s=mobile-apps&ie=UTF8&qid=1371671565
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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Events and Items of Interest 

Healing Prayer Sundays are held 
on the first Sunday of every 
month at Emanuel. 

On Healing Prayer Sundays we 
bless our prayer shawls. If you 
would like to bring one to someone 
in need, they are made available to 
sign out after worship. Personal healing prayer                     
is offered to people who wish to receive it at the  
altar immediately following the postlude. 

Weekly Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10AM in the library  
Beginning Thursday, September 8th 
 

Join us as we discuss Sunday's Scripture readings 
in depth. If you have questions, feel free to reach 
out to Pastor Joanna either in person or by email: 
pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  

Women’s Breakfast  
Wednesday, September 21st  
8:30 AM at Evergreen Crossings in 
South Windsor  

Cost per person is $5.  
An RSVP to Lynne Gustafson 
(cgustafson01@snet.net) is required by Tuesday, 
September 20th.  

Altar Guild is always looking for volunteers to 
help set-up & clean-up for worship 
Altar Guild members are those who set-up and 
clean up for Holy Communion. Training is offered 
and work is "behind the scenes" either Saturday 
mornings or Sunday after worship services. 

If you have questions or would like more information, 
please contact: Ruth Lehrach: rlehrach9@aol.com or                                               
Kim Boerner-Mercier: johnkim4@aol.com 

If you are serving as a Communion        
Assistant during Sunday morning           
worship, please note that mask wearing 
is mandatory at this time for those                  
assisting in communion.   

Please see page 6 of the newsletter for more           
information and a listing of Emanuel’s upcoming 
Emergency Management Training Sessions being 
held during the month  of September and October. 

Rally Day!  
Sunday, September 11th 
A baptism, Bibles, picnic                  
and games! 
 

We hope you’ll join us on Sunday, 
September 11! During worship, 
there will be a baptism, and we’ll 
be gifting Bibles to our 3 year 
old’s and 3rd graders. We’ll have a 
picnic after worship outside, weather permitting, with 
yard games and Sunday School registration.                    
If you will be attending the picnic, sign-ups are 
required. Please let us know what side dish you 
are bringing as well as a head count for your      
family coming to the picnic. Sign-up sheets are 
located in the narthex or you may call the church 
office (860-643-1193). It’s going to be a lot of fun 
for all ages—join us!              

Celebratory Luncheon  
Sunday, September 25th  
11 AM in Luther Hall 
 

We will be honoring and thanking 
Jim Hamilton, Matt Heinrich, 
Steve Quatrocelli, and  
Ruth Lehrach for their many years of service              
to Emanuel.   
All are welcome to attend. No RSVP required. 

Women’s Retreat 
October 14th—16th  
at Blue Gentian Lodge, Londonderry, Vermont 
  

We hope you’ll join us for the Women’s Retreat at 
the Blue Gentian Lodge in Londonderry, Vermont!        
We will be focusing on how we encounter God as a 
natural part of our everyday life—seeing the sacred 
as we slow down and pay attention. Prior to the    
retreat, please read the book An Altar in the World                   
by Barbara Brown Taylor. You can purchase the 
book on Amazon or it is available at local libraries.                        
If you would like the Church Office to purchase the book 
for you, please contact Nancy in person or by email to: 
nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org.  
The cost of a double occupancy room is $225.                    
If you’d like a room to yourself, it is $325.  If you 
have a roommate request, please let us know when 
you register. The deadline to register is October 1. 
Please call the church office or email Nancy at 
nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org if you’d like to 
register.  If you have questions about the theme of 
the retreat, please reach out to Pastor Joanna.                 
If you want to speak to someone who’s been on 
past retreats, please reach out to Carol Kohl.                    
We hope you can join us! 

mailto:pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org
mailto:cgustafson01@snet.net
mailto:rlehrach9@aol.com
mailto:johnkim4@aol.com
mailto:nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org
mailto:nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org
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Emanuel’s Rocks of Kindness  Garden is making a difference and blessing the lives of the people passing by on 
the sidewalk, taking a rock to share with loved ones or strangers, however it means we are in constant need of 
more painted rocks to keep the kindness going!  

If you are able, please paint a few rocks and either place them in the garden or bring them to the Church Office, 
where we’ll treat them with a protectant spray and then we’ll place them in the garden. Thank you! 

The September 6th meeting of Ruth Circle will be a Welcome Tea for Pastor Joanna.   

Tea sandwiches, scones & sweet treats will be served in Luther Hall at two o'clock.   

Hostesses are Ann Cook, Sylvia Hellstrom, Marianne Wilcox and Marge Andersen.    
Additional seats are available for the ladies of the congregation who would like to attend.                 

Please contact Marge at 860-644-1383 or anderod@sbcglobal.net by August 30th to reserve a seat.   

Book Study – Sunday, September 4th at 6:30 PM in Luther Hall 

mailto:anderod@sbcglobal.net
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Worship volunteers are needed for our single, 
Sunday morning worship service.  
 

We continue to need the following worship                            
volunteers each Sunday: Two (2) Communion           
Assistants, one (1) Lector, and three (3) Ushers.  
 

A sign-up link is emailed out weekly (if volunteers 
are needed). If you are able and willing to volunteer, 
please use the electronic sign up. All Sundays for 
the month will be accessible through the one link. 
  

If you need help or clarification as to what the               
responsibilities are of each position, you may email 
Anne at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org. Usher 
duties have recently been revised. A complete list of 
Sunday morning Usher duties will be emailed out to 
the congregation along with the sign up link.  
If you have difficulty signing up for a particular    
Sunday, Anne can sign you up. Just email Anne and 
let her know what date and what volunteer position 
you would like.  

Emergency Management Training Sessions & Worship Volunteers 

The Emergency Management Team is planning to 
conduct training about the procedures to deal with 
various types of emergencies that might impact 
Emanuel. One session will be for the Council when 
it meets in September.  Additional sessions are 
planned for the staff, the chairpersons of              
various committees, ushers, Worship Support     
Specialists and representatives of groups that           
regularly use the building including Chestnut Hill 
Preschool (CHP) and the Hartford Gay and                      
Lesbian Health Collective (HGLHC).  All members 
of Emanuel are invited to attend these additional 
sessions. Sessions will be held in Luther Hall.  

The schedule is listed below: 

 Thursday, September 8, at 7 PM—in person 

 Saturday, September 10, at 9 AM—in person 

 Sunday, October 2, at 11 AM—in person             
(after worship) 

 Friday, October 7, at 7 PM—in person and 

via Zoom (the Zoom link will be emailed out to the              

congregation closer to the date of the meeting). 

Safety and Security - Worship Volunteer 
Emanuel is looking for a volunteer to serve as a 
safety and security person during our Sunday               
morning worship service. The person would be            
responsible for locking exterior doors 10 minutes             
after the service starts, carrying a handheld radio for 
communication with the Worship Support Specialist 
and Sunday School teachers, be the emergency 
contact/point person for any fire, medical or                        
disturbed person threat or any other emergency                   
situation. For a full job description or if you are             
interested in learning more about the position, please 
email Anne: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org.  

Mutual Ministry Committee 
Adela Garmendia, Kathy Rusch, Gail McGrath,             
Marianne Wilcox, Joe Jauss (chair) 

The role of the Mutual Ministry team is to support and enable the 
mutual ministry of the pastor with the congregation and the              
congregation with the pastor. Mutual Ministry also provides a 
sounding board for the pastor to strengthen her ability to minister 
to the congregation and wider community.  

Musician Search Committee 
The Musician Search Committee has been formed and 
held its first meeting on August 22, 2022. The members of 
the committee are Susan Plese, Helen Johnson,               
Pastor Joanna, Rod Andersen, and Joe Jauss. 

All are invited to celebrate spiritual life at Seabury 

Life Community, renew our commitment to one  

another, and witness Ann Lovejoy Johnson’s            

formal institution as the Chaplain at Seabury.               

Bishop Ian Douglas will preside. 

mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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 Caring  
 

Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

 
Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  
Ext. 301 

 
Vicar Ryan Heckman 

vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 303 

 
Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 
Nancy Whiton 

Administrative Assistant 
nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 309 

 
Anne Heinrich 

Church Secretary 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 300 

 
Kathy Hatch 

Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 
Barton Sattler 
Co-Treasurer 

barton.sattler@gmail.com 

 
Rosemary Johnson 

Co-Treasurer 
rcjohnson77@gmail.com 

 
Eric Carlson 

Financial Secretary 
eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 

 
Lynne Gustafson  

Parish Nurse 
cgustafson01@snet.net 

 
Kathy Purtell 

Council President 
kray524@gmail.com 

 
Berk Little and Kathy Rusch 
Worship Support Specialists 
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Pastoral Acts  
  Baptism   Funeral 
       Charles Sanzo         Jean Hassett 

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.   
Please sign up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to memorialize a loved one or celebrate 
a special occasion for any Sunday after Easter. You may also call the Church Office 
at 860-643-1193 to check if a particular date is available. Please be sure to fill out 
a flower order form (located next to the sign up sheet). Leave the form foe Anne in 
the Church Office. She will order the flowers and Park Hill Joyce will send the bill 
directly to your mailing address. Altar flowers are $50 and Lectern flowers are $35.  

Dear Church Members, 
Thank you so much for your well wishes and generous gift.  I feel very             
fortunate to be able to have been a part of such a special congregation for the 
last 18 years.  Thank you for all of the support that you have given me and            
I will certainly be using the Amazon money wisely, as there are many things on 
my college list!  Thank you again!! 

Sincerely, Megan Minicucci 
BHS 2022 

UCONN 2026 

Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church Members, 
Thank you so much for your generous gift of $3,850.00 to MACC Charities 
from your quarterly parishioners donation.  May this August be sprinkled with 
rest and renewal for you.  Generous giving helps MACC respond quickly and 
effectively to emergencies in our community; and certainly brings rest and 
rejuvenation to the people who receive help with their basic needs. 

Many Blessings, 
Shannon Baldassario 

Assistant Executive Director 

Ida Anderson  9/2       Judith Anderson         9/10 
Marjorie Andersen    9/3       Dennise Carter           9/20 
Alfred Meier                9/6       Barbara Heinrich        9/20 
Patricia Nelson          9/6       Katherine Kalugira      9/21 
Nelson Robinson      9/6       Patricia Anderson       9/22 
Elsie Bagley               9/7       Ann Dreisbach            9/27 
John Reed                 9/9 

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church through 

To connect with Emanuel  as a charity, follow this link:                                           
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122  

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Anne at 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122
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