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Emanuel Lutheran Church 
A member of the New England Synod of the ELCA 
(a “Reconciling In Christ” Congregation) 
 

60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040   
(860) 643-1193     
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Second Sunday after Epiphany                  10:00 AM                                   January 18, 2026 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude              You Are Holy—ELW 525              New Day Singers      

 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

All:  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Pastor:  Mighty God, lover of justice, 

All:  you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

 

ONLINE 

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  
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Pastor: The former things have passed away,  

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails,  

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,  

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,  

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

All:  Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn            Hail to the Lord's Anointed                   ELW 311 
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*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that 

through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you 

and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:      Amen.       
   

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 

 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The LORD called me before I was born; 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 

 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the LORD 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 5 And now the LORD says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6 he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7 Thus says the LORD, 

  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up; 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

  2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of 

his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John.                           All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

29 John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 

who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I 

came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 

testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I 

myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 
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35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched 

Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated 

means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 

and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 

o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, 

who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” 

(which is translated Peter). 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.               All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon          Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 
 

Sermon                     Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski
   

*Hymn of the Day        Here I Am, Lord      ELW 574 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

      he ascended into heaven, 

              he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

              and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

              the holy catholic church, 

              the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, 

              the resurrection of the body, 

              and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

AM:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

       To the words: “Merciful God.,” the congregation responds: “receive our prayer.” 

AM:  Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us  

in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

All:  Amen. 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:    The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 

 

Offertory Music               Combined Choirs  

     Come and See by Patricia Mock /arr. Stewart Harris 
   

*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:    God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:        Amen. 
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*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   

All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.   

All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join                    

their unending hymn: 

*Holy, Holy, Holy     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Words of Institution                     (not printed) 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see.  

All: Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by using 

the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come forward, 

you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups of red wine 

and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the receptacles on 

the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring communion to you. 

Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymns            Jesus, Lamb of God 
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O God of Light                          ELW 507 
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Lamb of God                                   ELW 336 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:        Amen. 

 

Service of Farewell and Godspeed 
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*Blessing                         As You Go On Your Way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Siyahamba—ELW 866    Combined Choirs 
 

 

All are welcome to join us for Coffee Hour this morning in Luther Hall.  
 

 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Beverly Niemann 
Ushers: Richard Marsh, Pat Nelson, Marianne Wilcox, 1 volunteer needed 
Communion Assistants: Helen Johnson, 1 volunteer needed 
Lector: Kim Boerner-Mercier 
 
Altar Guild: Elsa Robinson, Lynda Brown, Marianne Wilcox, Melissa Benson 

 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 

Special Offering Envelopes 
The Special Offering envelope for January is MACC. If you would like to give to any of the special offerings in 2026, 
you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to the church office), made out the Emanuel 
Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on the memo line.  
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Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even 
people attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from 
using a Hearing Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an 
usher for assistance.  

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany Scripture Readings—Sunday, January 25, 2026: 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

Light shines for those in darkness 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

The LORD is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1) 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Appeal for unity in the gospel 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Revelation of Christ as a prophet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table next to the guest book in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can 

direct you. You can share your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer 

request that you would like printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email 

communications list to receive our monthly newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in 

the basket located next to the cards, given to an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor   Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Bea Luciano, Field Education Student   Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  

Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries  Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                                       

Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor   Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

Barton Sattler, Treasurer    Jodi Eskin, Financial Secretary  

   

  
  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 in Luther Hall immediately following the 10 AM worship service 

A light lunch will be served prior to the meeting. A free will offering will be taken before the meeting to support 
the Rev. William White Calumet Fund. The fund is used to send kids from Emanuel to Calumet for a week of 
summer camp on the shores of Lake Ossipee in Freedom, NH. Your special offerings earmarked for the 
"Calumet Fund" can also be placed in the offering plate during worship on that day! 

Meeting will include: 
• Elections for Council and for the Endowment, Finance and Nominating Committees  

• 2026 Budget adoption 

• Presentation of Reports 

  

 

Nametags 

Are you a member of Emanuel or attend worship on a regular basis? We would love to make you 

a magnetic nametag to wear on Sunday mornings for worship! If you don't already have one, or 

need a new one, please sign up on the sheet on the bookcase by the ramp or in the narthex.  

You may also contact Kathy Rusch in person or by email to: krusch2@comcast.net 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-25/0
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The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday, January 19, 2026 for MLK, JR. Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER IS HERE 
We want you to know that if we get a big storm or have severe weather conditions, Emanuel will have any 
cancellations of our Sunday worship service on the television on WVIT – NBC 30 and WFSB – CBS 3.            
So please check before you come to the church. We want everyone to be safe. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring kicks off on Sunday, February 8th!  
After worship on February 8th, look for Sunday School children at each exit of the  
Sanctuary. They will be holding large soup pots to collect donations.  
We then invite you to support the Souper Bowl of Caring during the entire  
month of February! 
  

There are three different ways that you can donate: 

1) You can easily make a donation online on our website: emanuelmanchester.org/donate.  
  

2) You may mail a check to the Church Office at 60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040.  
  

3) You may drop your donation in the offering plate any Sunday morning during the month of February.  
All donations will support MACC Charities in Manchester. 

  

 
Ann-Linda B. needs a ride to two, doctor appts. in January (pick up on Church St., Manchester): 
Tuesday, January 20th at 1:30 PM (West Middle Tpke., Manchester) 
Monday, January 26th at 9:30 AM (Hartford Rd., Manchester) 

If you can help with a ride, please call Ann-Linda at 860-643-6672 (Home) or 860-328-2070 (Cell) 

file://///elcmanDC0001/staff/Public%20Documents/Bulletins/Nov%2022%20-%20Nov%2023%20Year%20A/emanuelmanchester.org/donate
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Please RSVP to aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 
by Sunday, February 8th, along with the number 
attending from your family and whether you can bring 
a dessert to share. 

 

mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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Calendar of Events 
 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
Children's Sermon during worship - No Sunday School 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  4:00pm –6:00pm Quercus String Quartet Concert and 
                              Reception – Concordia Lutheran Church,  
                              40 Pitkin St., Manchester 
 
Monday, January 19, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED – MLK, Jr. Day 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal - MR 
 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE - CLOSED 
  6:30pm –8:00pm Calumet Ministries Meeting via Zoom 
  7:00pm –9:00pm Council Meeting – LH 
 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:00pm FME Board Meeting – LH 
 
 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE - CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  5:45pm –6:45pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 
 

Friday, January 23, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
  8:30am –1:00pm Health Collective - LH/MR 
 

Saturday, January 24, 2026 
  9:00am –10:45am Grow With Me Music - Community Room 
 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 
Assisting Minister - Ray Purtell 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School - Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:30am –12:30pm Annual Meeting of the Congregation - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 


