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Second Sunday of Easter                            10:00 AM                                        April 12, 2026 
 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude                                 Combined Choirs  

I Believe This is Jesus, Traditional, arr. John Ylvisaker 

      

*Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

All: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

ONLINE  

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  

 



4/12/26  2 

 

Pastor: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Pastor: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn            Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen          ELW 375   
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*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you.  

 

*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 

those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the 

fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

All:      Amen.       

 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 22 “Fellow 

Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 

yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 

law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it 

was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 

throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 

us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 

for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 

had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious 

than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you 

love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with  

an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John.                        All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
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  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 

in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.                All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                        Pastor Bill White 
 

*Hymn of the Day             O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing    ELW 386   
                       (sing verse 1, followed by verses 5-8) 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

      he ascended into heaven, 

              he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

              and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

              the holy catholic church, 

              the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, 

              the resurrection of the body, 

              and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

AM:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

                          To the words: “Merciful God”, the congregation responds: “receive our prayer.” 

AM:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

All:  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn       We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight        WOV 675 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:    Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

All:        Amen. 

 

*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.           All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*The Words of Institution                     (not printed) 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by using 

the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come forward, 

you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups of red wine 

and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the receptacles on 

the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring communion to you. 

Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

Communion Hymns                 Lamb of God  
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Centre of My Life, by Paul Inwood        verses sung by the choir 

                                                              refrain (see below) sung by the congregation  
 

 
 

*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

All:  Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn            Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises   ELW 535 

 

 
 

*Blessing        

Pastor:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

            Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,  

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen.

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Postlude                     Postlude in G Major by G.F. Handel        Linda Hilliard, cello 
 

The bulletins are given by Marlene D’Addario in loving memory of Frank D’Addario. 

 
If you would like Individual Healing Prayer, please approach the altar rail or  

the side pew by the ramp following the postlude. 

 
Please join us after worship for Coffee Hour downstairs in Luther Hall. 

 

Thank you to Pastor Bill White for leading worship and  

to Linda Hillard for leading the choirs and serving as our musician today. 
 

 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Beverly Niemann 
Ushers: Pat Nelson, Richard Marsh, Ann-Linda Bray, Kurt Buescher 
Communion Assistants: Carol Kohl, Jeannine Johnson 
Lector: Kim Boerner-Mercier 

 

Altar Guild: Kim Boerner-Mercier, Pat Nelson, Marianne Wilcox 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 

QR Code 

You may have noticed the QR code on the front cover of the bulletin and on small cards placed in the pews 

of the sanctuary. If scanned, the code will take you directly to Emanuel’s secure donation page. Once you 

are on the donation page, you can choose to designate your donation to a specific fund or the General Fund. 

We wanted to give people the option to easily donate online at any time.  
  

 
Emanuel’s family room space is available for Sunday morning guests!  

The family room is located on the lower level of the building directly across from the Sunday School room. 
For whatever reason, if you and your child/children need a quiet place to retreat to during worship, the 
family room is equipped with toys for the children and comfortable furniture for the adults. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can direct you. You can share 

your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer request that you would 

like printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email communications list to receive our 

monthly newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in the basket located next to the cards, 

given to an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even people 
attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from using a Hearing 
Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an usher for assistance.  

 

The “little white church” is out in the Narthex this morning to collect monetary donations for 

the Samaritan Fund. 

  

r 
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Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor  Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Bea Luciano, Field Education Student  Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  

Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                                       

Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor  Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

Barton Sattler, Treasurer   Gail McGrath and Kathy Rusch, Co-Financial Secretaries  

  
  Special Offering Envelopes 

The Special Offering envelope for April is Easter. If you would like to give to any of the special offerings in 2026, you 
can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to the church office), made out the Emanuel Lutheran 
Church with the specific special offering listed on the memo line.  

 

Spring Property Clean-Up on Sat., May 2 from 9 AM—noon (Outside on the grounds of Emanuel) 
If you are interested in helping out, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or contact Berk at 

blittle0602@gmail.com for more details. If you can help for a 1/2 hour or for the entire time, all help 

is welcomed! We would like to get a good idea of how many people are available to help, because 

without the help of the congregation, we’ll need to hire someone and need enough time in advance 

to get the necessary work scheduled.  

Bible Study hosted by Pastor Bea from MNC 
Beginning Wednesday April 22nd at 7 PM in the Chapel/Community Room  
For more information, please email Pastor Bea: MNCnuevacreacion@gmail.com or text 203.361.0551 
 

The Body Teaches the Soul: How to Build Habits That Shape Your Head and Your Heart by Justin Whitmel 
Earley will help you discover how caring for your body is deeply connected to your spiritual life.  

In The Body Teaches the Soul video Bible study, the author shares biblical wisdom, personal stories, and 
practical habits that unite physical health and spiritual growth. 

Through sessions on breathing, eating, rest, exercise, worship, and resurrection hope, you’ll learn how 
everyday practices—like sleep, nutrition, and movement—can become ways of honoring God and 
experiencing His peace. This series will help you reconnect body and soul, recover rhythms of health, and 
grow closer to the God who created you.  

The study guide includes: 

• Individual access to six streaming video sessions 

• Scripture readings, meditation, prayers, and other practices,  
              worksheets, charts, and other tools to help you build habits that last 
 

Please note the following: 

• The study guide will be provided by Pastor Bea/MNC at a discounted                                                                                                
rate of $15.00  

• A copy of the current session that we are studying if not interested                                                         
in purchasing the guide. 

• You may also purchase your own through Amazon, Kindle, Barnes & Noble, Church Source and 
other Christian Book outlets. You may just come enjoy the video session and participate in the 
conversations without having or purchasing any materials.  

 

mailto:blittle0602@gmail.com
mailto:MNCnuevacreacion@gmail.com
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The New England Synod has entered into a 
partnership with Good News Garage, to 
encourage members of the New England 
Synod to donate usable vehicles for those 
in need. Vehicle donations offer families a 
big step towards financial stability and 
generate a payment to the synod. Donating 
a vehicle is easy, free and secure. Good 
News Garage will pick up your vehicle and 
inspect it. If the vehicle is in usable 
condition as a program car, it will be 
donated to a family in need through Good 
News Garage.  
 

If the vehicle is sold at auction instead, the 
proceeds from the sale will be split between 
the New England Synod and Good News 
Garage. It’s a win-win: You support the 
synod's annual appeal as well as those in 
need of transportation and you avoid the 
trouble of repairing or selling a car you no 
longer want! All you need to do is mention 
the New England Synod when you make 
your donation. 
 

Donors qualify for free towing/pick-up and 
generous tax deductions – up to the car’s 
fair market value. All types of vehicles are 
accepted including cars, trucks, vans, 
boats, RVs, motorcycles, airplanes, tractors 
and more. 
  

Good News Garage launched in Burlington, 
Vermont in 1996 as one of the nation’s first 
car donation nonprofits providing affordable 
and reliable transportation options for 
people in need. Now expanded to Maine, 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, Good 
News Garage has provided nearly 6,000 
New England families with reliable vehicles. 
The organization’s goal is to increase 
opportunities for its clients to move out of 
poverty and into financial and social 
stability.  
 

For more information about Good News 
Garage or to donate a car, truck, or van 
visit GoodNewsGarage.org or 
call 877.GIVE.AUTO (877.448.3288). 

 

http://track.robly.com/58cb6b6e-806d-45e4-a461-0c3d83350be2850A259F8E154103359FFA39056213C2
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   Calendar of Events

Sunday, April 12, 2026 
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
Pastor Bill White preaching and presiding 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
11:15am –12:15pm Endowment Committee Meeting - Library 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
 
Monday, April 13, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal - MR 
 

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
No events are scheduled. 
 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
Visitor newsletter deadline 
No events are scheduled. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 16, 2026  
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  5:45pm –6:45pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 
 
Friday, April 17, 2026  
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
  8:30am –1:00pm ACT – LH/MR 
   
Saturday, April 18, 2026  
  9:00am –10:45am Grow With Me Music - Community Room 
 
Sunday, April 19, 2026  
CREATION CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
Assisting Minister - Kathy Rusch 
Rev. Dr. David Grafton preaching and presiding 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School - Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  2:00pm –4:00pm Worcester Renaissance Music Rehearsal – CR 
 
 
 

April is Financial Literacy Month—a perfect time to strengthen your financial knowledge 

and feel more confident about the choices you’re making today and for the future. 
 

At Thrivent, we believe informed decisions lead to stronger financial outcomes. That’s why we 

offer a variety of trusted, easy‑to‑understand resources designed to help you build clarity and 

confidence—no matter where you are on your financial journey. 
 

Financial Education Webinars 

Financial Foundations: Your Blueprint to Thrive 
What can you do to help ensure a stable financial future while managing your savings, expenses and credit? 
How can you be prepared to handle financial setbacks? Join us as we welcome Thrivent expert, John 
Cecchino, to discuss the foundational steps you can take to help set yourself up for financial stability. 
Available on demand through April 30, this webinar lets you and your loved ones watch at a time that works 
best for you anytime this month—no scheduled session to attend. 
No products will be sold. 
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/financial-foundations-your-blueprint-to-thrive-tickets-
1986940263816?aff=TMNEmail  
  
5 Keys to Retiring Fearlessly 
Watch 5 Keys to Retiring Fearlessly with Ron Lutes to learn insights that can help you figure out what steps to 
take next. Will I have enough to retire? Will my retirement income last? Are my assets protected? 
Available on demand through April 30, this webinar lets you and your loved ones watch at a time that works 
best for you anytime this month—no scheduled session to attend. 
No products will be sold. 
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/5-keys-to-retiring-fearlessly-tickets-1986942750253?aff=TMNEmail  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/financial-foundations-your-blueprint-to-thrive-tickets-1986940263816?aff=TMNEmail
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/financial-foundations-your-blueprint-to-thrive-tickets-1986940263816?aff=TMNEmail
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/5-keys-to-retiring-fearlessly-tickets-1986942750253?aff=TMNEmail

