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There is Love, A Litany
by Pastor Julia Seymour

At the beginning of time, there was chaos and darkness - disordered
nothingness but that harsh environment, in the sharp edges of confusion
and potential, There was Love.

God’s own self existed- Truth does not exist in a vacuum. There was a
relationship within God that is beyond our imagination. There was Love.

The Word of Life and the Shaping Spirit worked out the soil, the water,
the plants, the animals. The Eternal Creative birthed people for the sake
of creation. There was Love.

In the calling to co-create through farming, ranching, planting, cultivating,
parenting, friending, building, dreaming, cooperating, and
expanding, There was Love.

Together, God’s own self revealed kin-dom in one way and then anoth-
er. Despite rebellion and rejection, brokenness and stubbornness, in the
plan of Three in One. There was Love.

Oil and flour sustained. Wellsprings flowed in the desert. Prophets heard
whispers. Women dreamed and did not abandon hope. The tilling of the
soil continued through generations. There was Love.

God took on flesh. A necessary separation of powers, deepening the
relationship between the One in Three. There was Love.

Healing. Teaching. Men. Women. Children. Water. Wind. Words in the
dirt. Voice in the air. Dove descending. Forgiveness. Forgiveness.
Forgiveness. There was Love.

Darkness. Death. Deep grief in the Eternal. Curtain torn in two. Hush.
Hush. Hush. There is nothing but patience. They wait. God waits. Earth
sighs. There was Love.

Bright! Bright! Up. Up. UP! Life reigns. There is no division. Of the same
substance, the same truth, the same eternal being. The omnipotent
resurrection is the revelation of eternity. There was Love.

Mystery in water. Mystery in bread. Mystery in the fruit of the
vines. Community. Communion. Consolation. Confusion. Correction.
Capability. Creativity. There was Love.

There is no explaining what was, is, and ever shall be. There is trust.
There is hope. There is God: Holy Parent, Holy Son, Holy Spirit. There is
Love.

The Church Office will be
CLOSED on Monday,
November 11th and
Thursday and Friday,

November 28th & 29th.
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1)

Pastor Stephanie’s  ‘Drop-in” Open Office Hours

 Tuesdays from 9:00 – 10:30 AM at Emanuel

 Wednesdays from 2:00 – 4:00 PM
at Silk City Coffee, Main Street in Manchester

Appointments are always available.

My hope and prayer with every worship service,
Bible study, class, event, time of fellowship, conversa-
tion is that you leave knowing you are a beloved Child
of God. I am drawn to Pr. Seymour’s litany because it
reminds me of God’s boundless, limitless love that
shows itself in numerous ways every day. Her words
remind me of the faithful ancestors who have gone
before us: prophets, parents, leaders, workers in the
vineyard. Her poetry broadens my prayer, extending
it, teasing it out, adding fullness and depth and
breadth.

Dear siblings in Christ, I hope you come to know the
power of God’s divine and holy love working in and
through you. I hope you hear truth spoken to you in
love, and have found the words and the courage to do
the same. I hope you experience forgiveness and
been able to grant it as well. I hope you learn that you
were declared good from the moment you were
created and God’s goodness flows through you.
I hope you see Christ in the faces of those you meet. I
hope you know how important you are to this
community and as a member of the Body of Christ.

And so, during this autumn month when we
celebrate God’s gifts and offer our thanks and praise,
I give thanks for you. I give thanks for the gifts you
share with this community. I give thanks for the holy
conversations you have with me and with one
another. I give thanks for your openness to the Holy
Spirit working in and through you. I give thanks for
you showing Christ to each other.

What and who do you give thanks for in this
season? How do you/your family offer thanks and
praise to God? What are some of your familial tradi-
tions in giving thanks? Maybe you could begin a new
tradition this year, or add to others?

You could read Pr. Seymour’s litany together.
Or, you could share a blessing with one another.
A blessing that will remind you of the gifts you’ve
been given. A blessing that will assure you of God’s
awesome power in you and in your life. A blessing
that will empower you to step out in and with faith, to
offer the love of Christ to the world. A blessing that
will carry the reminder that God is ALWAYS with you,
ALWAYS present.

From the beginning of time, to the end, God you
are with me. No matter where I venture to, you are
beside me. You have called me to be your disciple
and to share Christ with the world. Bless me as I
step out in faith, ready to proclaim the gospel.
Amen.

WE NEED YOU!!!
Have you ever thought of volunteering as a lay
minister on a Sunday morning? Well, if you have, we
could use your help during both worship
services. We need people to serve as Acolytes,
Assisting Ministers, Communion Assistants,
Greeters, Lectors, and Ushers. We welcome your
participation in one or more of these important
ministries. To volunteer or if you have any
questions, please call Nancy in the Church Office at
860-643-1193, ext. 309 or email her
at nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org.
Thank you for considering these opportunities!

Dismantling Racism Book Study
The three churches - Concordia Lutheran,
Emanuel Lutheran & St. Mary's Episcopal -
in partnership with the Manchester School
District's Family Resource Centers,
resumed our dismantling racism book
study group this fall.
Over three sessions on Wednesdays with a
"brown bag lunch," the group is discussing the book: Why
are all the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum. The group, open to the
public, met on October 16, and will meet again on November
6 & December 4 from 12 noon to 2:00 PM at Concordia
Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin Street, Manchester. Even if you
missed the first session, it’s not too late to join in on the
discussion!

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WAY TO GIVE BACK?
MARCH Inc. of Manchester has opportunities.

Their mission at MARCH is to enrich the lives
of individuals with developmental disabilities
by Making A Respectful Caring Home within
our communities.

As a member of their Board of Directors you can make a
difference.

For more information check out their website
at marchinc.org or contact Mary McConville

at mmccon1955@gmail.com or (860)729-1201.
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Treasurer’s Report—September 2019

Net income for the third quarter was a loss of $13,700, a sharp change from the $2,600 loss for the first
six months of the year. During the first six months of this year, pledge income exceeded budget by $15,000.
This, together with lower than budgeted expenses, was all it took to keep the deficit for the period small.
In the third quarter, pledges were substantially under budget. Without this income, and despite lower than
budgeted expenses, we had substantial losses.

Looking at the year to date, Net Income remains $19,000 better than budget. For the first time this year,
year to date income has dropped below budget.  On the other hand, the savings in expenses year to date
has increased to $20,000.  The principal sources of savings, as was true at six months, were compensation
and maintenance/utilities.

Let’s begin with compensation which accounted for $12,000 of the underspending   For the purposes of
our discussion, we can divide these expenses into two subsets.  The first, let’s call it “other staff benefits”,
consists of car expenses, continuing education and professional expenses. The second, let’s call it “payroll
expenses”, consists of salary (including pastoral housing), insurance/pension benefits and employer FICA/
Medicare taxes.  Only $1,000 of the savings came from “other staff benefits”; the balance came from
“payroll expenses”.

To understand this, we need to remember when the budget was prepared and approved by the
congregation. In late 2018, and even in January, we had not yet called a new pastor. We had to prepare the
compensation budget using the information available at that time. So, for the pastor position, we used
Pastor Maria’s compensation information. This was adjusted for the fact that beginning in February, she
would spend 25% of her time at Mt. Olivet in Massachusetts for 3 months; this was Pastor Maria’s
expectation up front.  For all other positions, we assumed that their 12/31/18 compensation, adjusted for
any Congregation approved merit and cost of living increases, would be in place for all of 2019.  As it
turned out, the year was to be much different than we had supposed.  Let’s look at the changes in staffing
that have occurred:
 Pastor Maria’s 75/25 split between Emanuel and Mt Olivet lasted until she left us at the end of June,

a total of 5 months rather than the 3 we had assumed.
 Pastor Stephanie accepted our call and began serving our congregation in July; her first Sunday was

July 14.  Pastor Stephanie’s compensation is about 10% lower than Pastor Maria’s; the impact of this
difference is even larger because July was not a full month.

 Our Directors of Family Ministries, Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp, decided that after May 8 they
would serve on a voluntary basis as part of their stewardship.

 Our Director of Programs, Deacon Cindy Hall, announced she would resign as of July 31.  It was
agreed that she would use any remaining vacation time and receive six months of severance after
that date.  Her severance extends until February 29, 2020. The cost of the two months in 2020 must
be included in 2019 expenses.

Almost all of the $11,000 in savings from the payroll expense subset was attributable to these four
changes.  We will not attempt in this discussion to try to explain how much each change contributed.

Maintenance/utilities was responsible for an additional $6,200 of savings. These expenses are very
difficult to predict and any attempt to apportion the expenses by month is very suspect; Matt Heinrich has
always done that for us and has a good track record but it’s hard to predict how much snow we will get,
when something will break or what will happen to the cost of natural gas.  That said we can identify a few

Account September
2019	YTD							
Actual

September
2019	YTD	
Budget

September
2018	YTD
Actual

Revised
2019	Annual
Budget

Income $303,745 $304,557 $294,687 $412,752
Expense $320,031 $339,827 $321,166 $454,391
Net	Income ($16,286) ($35,270) ($26,479) ($41,639)Member	Contributions $242,449 $248,244 $236,885 $337,665

continued on page 6
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Church Events

Women’s Breakfast
Wednesday, November 20th at 8:30 AM
The Vernon Diner, Vernon

The Women’s Breakfast Group meets at the Vernon
Diner on the third Wednesday of the month.
All women of the congregation are welcome!

Healing Prayer Sundays are held on the first
Sunday of every month at Emanuel.
During the months of November and January,
healing prayer will be offered DURING both worship
services. The Healing Minister is located in the
Narthex. After taking communion, those who wish to
have healing prayer may proceed down the side
aisles and through the back doors to the healing
minister.
If you are unable to attend worship on the first  Sunday of any
month, but would like healing prayer, please contact Lynne
Gustafson, Parish Nurse (cgustafson01@snet.net), in person or
by email and she will arrange a convenient time and place to
pray prayers of healing with you. You may also call the Church
Office (860-643-1193) for help.

There will be a Children’s Sermon during the 10:30 AM worship
service on Sunday, November 3 and at our single, 10 AM

worship service on Sunday, November 24.

Pastor Stephanie leads a weekly Bible Study on
Thursdays at Emanuel at 10:00 a.m. in the Library.

Daylight Savings Time Ends on Sunday, November 3.
Please remember to turn your clocks BACK ONE HOUR

before you go to bed on Saturday, November 2.

Fall Festival Fellowship & Fun!
Join us in Luther Hall following 10:30 AM
worship on November 3rd for games, crafts,
snacks, and more! All are invited to attend! Kids (and
adults!) are invited to bring their Halloween
costume with them that morning and change into
them before our Festival begins. (Please note:
costumes should be  appropriate for church.)

Do you currently have a child in college or trade school?
Please email Anne at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org with
their name and mailing address no later than November 15th.
We would like to send them a College Care Kit from their
Emanuel family as they prepare for exams.

College Care Kits
Leftover Halloween candy? Bring it with you to
church on November 3rd. We will use it in the
College Care Kits we are preparing for Emanuel
college and trade school students to help them
through their exams. No candy leftover? Please
consider donating microwaveable popcorn, gift
cards to Dunkin or Starbucks, highlighters or
post-it notes, granola bars, or other snacks.
Following the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
November 24th, we will gather in Luther Hall to
assemble the Kits.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering
The members of the Prayer Shawl
Ministry will  gather together for a
meeting on Monday, November 18th at 9:30 a.m. in
Luther Hall. We encourage all prayer shawl makers
and anyone else who is interested in this ministry to
join us.

Fall Clean-Up
Saturday, November 16th at 8 AM

We invite any members and friends with
rakes and muscles to aid the Property Committee in
our annual fall clean-up.
No experience needed, just a willingness to work
and have some fun, too. Pay is gratitude, friendship
and coffee/tea and tasty treats. We should be
finished within a few short hours. Please join us!

All Saints Sunday
November 3, 2019
8:45 & 10:30 AM

Well done, good and faithful servants!

We’ll read the names and light a candle for all the
saints from the past year.

The faithful departed who have joined the
saints triumphant since last All Saints Day.

Dorothea M. Ritzen
Donna Rae Wogman

Donald H. Wirta
Eugene R. Montany

George C. Rauchle, Jr.
Reginald B. Christensen
Rita A. Palmiero-Denaro

Eris C. Jenack
Alex D. Hare
Anna Hanko
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Do you shop on amazon.com?
Well, if you do, you have the opportunity to support Emanuel just by
shopping at Amazon.
To connect with Emanuel as a charity, follow this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122.
You will continue to shop at the same Amazon you love, but you will enter the site through a different link.
Once you sign up, then each time you shop you will enter smile.amazon.com in your browser and you will
automatically be connected with Emanuel as your chosen charity! THIS PROGRAM HAS GENERATED QUITE A
BIT OF  REVENUE FOR EMANUEL SINCE IT BEGAN. IT’S QUICK AND EASY TO SIGN UP, AND YOU  ONLY HAVE TO SIGN
UP ONCE!
If you have any questions about the program, or if you have  trouble finding Emanuel through the Smile link, please
contact  Anne Heinrich: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org or call the Church Office, 860-643-1193.

Stewardship/Pledge Sunday November 10th
Please bring your pledge card to worship with you at 8:45 or 10:30 AM,
or you may mail it to the church office during the month of November.
To help us notice what God is doing, to imagine what God CAN do with and
through the people of Emanuel, and to grow in  our faith and commitment to
Jesus, Bible studies will be included in our Friday weekly update emails to
assist us in our discernment as we prayerfully consider our Stewardship
commitments for 2020.

Church Events

THANKSGIVING BASKETS
We will be delivering Thanksgiving baskets on Saturday, November 23 and could use your help.
Volunteers can sign up to do 1-3 jobs:
1)  People with trucks can volunteer to help pick up the food order from ShopRite

(Spencer Street in Manchester) at 7:30 a.m.
2)  People can help pack family baskets from 8-9:30 a.m. in Luther Hall
3)  People can help with distribution of food baskets by either delivering food to MACC families

or helping Head Start families when they pick up their orders between 9-10 a.m.

If you have any questions on how you can help, please contact Linda Jackson at 860-965-3250 or
email louej6@aol.com.

Also, the little white church will be in the Narthex during November and December to collect monetary
donations for seasonal sharing to offset the cost of Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets.

Dear Congregation of Emanuel,
On behalf of Creative Living Community of Connecticut, I thank you for your generous donation of $2,207 on

9/21/19 in honor of Deacon Cindy Hall’s 32 years of service to Emanuel Lutheran Church. Through generous
donations like yours, we are able to continually provide valuable programs and services for individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities throughout central and eastern Connecticut—a mission near and dear
to Cindy’s heart.

Creative Living Community of Connecticut (CLCC) is grateful for the continuation of the productive greenhouse
where program participants grow, harvest and deliver over 100 ounces of microgreens each week to area restaurants
and community members. Additionally, we continue to develop strong programs and attract new participants on a
regular basis.

CLCC is entering a truly exciting time on our history with recently acquired land in Coventry, CT that will become
a model living community for adults with and without developmental disabilities. Your loyalty to CLCC’s vision and
program moves us forward. On behalf of the individuals and families we serve, as well as our Board of Directors,
I thank you again for your contribution and look forward to connecting with you soon.

Sincerely,
Patrick Byrne, Executive Director
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Free Money
By Ray Purtell

FREE MONEY!!  ANYBODY WANT FREE MONEY??
If you would like $250 for free, raise your hand!

If you’d like a second $250 of free money, raise your
hand!  If you’d be willing to spend the free $500 just
given to you on ministry at Emanuel, raise your
hand!  WOW, that’s unbelievable!  Based on the
number of hands raised, Emanuel has the potential
to get over $15,000 of free money to support its
ministry.  Hard to believe, isn’t it?  What do I have to
do to get it, you ask.  Well, it’s surprisingly easy.  Let
me tell you about it.

If you or a member of your family are a Thrivent
member by virtue of either owning an insurance
policy or investment account with Thrivent, there’s a
fraternal benefit program called Thrivent Action
Team that enables you to receive two $250 pre-paid
credit cards each year.  If you’re not a member, read
this article to the end and I’ll explain how you can
become an associate member and earn one $250
award each year.  If you’re a Thrivent member,
please read further to understand this benefit that
can yield financial dividends for Emanuel!

It starts with an idea…your idea.  Thrivent will
support your idea to meet an unmet need or to
TAKE  ACTION at Emanuel with a gift of $250
dollars for seed money or supplies.  A team can be
brought together to do a fundraiser, service activity
or an educational event.  It’s EASY and each
member can lead two action teams each year for a
total of $500.

Several members of Emanuel have already used
the program.  Recent initiatives include Cindy Hall’s
Celebration and fundraiser in support of the Creative
Living Community of Connecticut and Pastor
Kershner’s Installation service/reception.  Plans are
underway to support the Fall Festival, College
Student Care Packages, Sunday School, Forward
Leadership, and the National Youth Gathering.

What’s your passion?  Need an idea?  Church
staff and others have brainstormed a list of potential
Action Team projects for the coming year.  They
include Thanksgiving baskets, Christmas gift giving
to MACC families, refreshing quiet bag supplies, a
Sunday School service project/social justice project,
the prayer shawl ministry, the Cards for Caring min-
istry, the Easter Egg Hunt, bibles for 3rd graders and
preschoolers, recyclable-disposable food containers
for packaging leftovers after events, Friends of
Music at Emanuel, women’s retreats, a Ruth Circle
project, property clean-up day, Rally Day 2020…and
these are just a few!

If you are willing to participate, and want to support
one of these ideas or have another idea, please send
me an email at Purt1015@gmail.com. The Council
recently appointed me to serve as Emanuel’s Thrivent
Coordinator for the coming year and an ambitious
plan is being developed to TAKE ACTION at
Emanuel.  I am willing and available to help you
with an idea, the on line application and its
implementation.  All I need is for you to say, “I’ll help.”

This focus is on the Thrivent Action Teams.  Watch
for the next article that discusses the Thrivent Choice
program.  It’s another easy way for Thrivent members
to designate funds directly to Emanuel for ministry…
no strings attached.

Oh yeah, not a Thrivent member…no problem!  For
a $20 annual fee, you can become an associate
member which entitles you to one $250 Action Team.
Invest $20, get $250.  That’s a 1,150% return on
investment.  Think about it, where in the world can
you get that return?

Let’s do this people!  I’m ready, will you join me?

things that have likely been part of the reason we are
seeing so much lower expenses than assumed: use
of off-budget funds for major repairs like the ceiling
crack over the organ, fewer snow storms than
expected, lower natural gas prices and fewer major
repair bills than projected.

You may be wondering what all this suggests for the
rest of the year.  Council was also and asked that we
prepare an updated forecast of the annual budget.
Using the work we did for the results to date, an
updated estimate of maintenance/utilities expenses
from Matt, and careful review of each income line
item, we determined that it is reasonable to expect
that the net income for the full year should be
between $15,000 and $25,000 better than the original
budget.  This would give us a year end deficit
between $15,600 and $26,600, a significant improve-
ment from the $41,600 loss that we were expecting in
January.

This is great news!

Treasurer’s Report
continued from page 3



November Birthdays
Norma Wirta 11/1 Lynne Gustafson 11/13
Doris Johnson 11/2 Paula Haney 11/15
Doti Dienst 11/4 Lore Welch 11/19
Sharon Hamilton 11/4 Lenore Henderson 11/21
Ray Wilcox 11/6 Bruce Johnson 11/24
Karin Buus 11/10 Joseph Macione 11/29
Gail Porter 11/12
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Emanuel Staff

(860) 643-1193

Pastor Stephanie Kershner
pastorstephanie@emanuelmanchester.org

Ext. 301

Dr. Jun Lee
Director of Music

jlee@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 307

Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp
Co-Directors of Family Ministries

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 304

Nancy Whiton
Administrative Assistant

nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 309

Anne Heinrich
Church Secretary

aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
Ext. 300

Kathy Hatch
Property Supervisor
Khatch4@gmail.com

James Hamilton
Co-Treasurer

jim.hamilton2@cox.net

Rosemary Johnson
Co-Treasurer

rcjohnson77@gmail.com

Eric Carlson
Financial Secretary

eric.carlson4191@gmail.com

Lynne Gustafson
Parish Nurse

cgustafson01@snet.net

Steven Lazarus
Council President

stevenlazarus@yahoo.com

Berk Little
Worship Support Specialist

Brianna Gustafson
Worship Support Specialist
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Dear Emanuel Family –

Thank you so much for hosting the “Celebration of 32 Years of Ministry”
for me in September!  It was very exciting to see so many people come out to
wish me well and thank me for how our lives have intersected in the work and
mission of Emanuel.  Each of you holds a story which I will cherish of how
together we have shared the light of Christ at Emanuel and in the wider
community.

I’ve had the privilege to serve with some of the best colleagues – staff,
pastors, and Chestnut Hill Preschool teachers as we have engaged in ministry.

I’ve had the joy to serve so many families through Sunday Church School,
Faith Stepping Stones, Vacation Bible School and Confirmation Ministry
whose children have grown up in front of us and now engage the world in
exciting and needed ways.

I am grateful for all the parent guides and families who made the commit-
ment to the Head to Heart program over the past 20+ years. I’ve had the
honor to share highs and lows, read, talk, pray and bless you through a
ministry that makes the journey from the Head to the Heart a meaningful one.

Many of you and I have attended National Youth Gatherings together
and have unending stories of how the Spirit moved through the people and
experiences we encountered.  Thank you for your time, energy and endless
support in fundraising efforts.

I am deeply grateful to my husband, Randy and my family for their support
through these years of ministry.

We have worshipped, sung, laughed, cried, loved and forgiven one another,
and because of this, I am truly blessed and deeply grateful!  Emanuel, God is
with us as you continue to be a light in the world and this community.  Thank
you, Emanuel, for this rich and deep ministry that we celebrated together!
And thank you for your generous contribution you collectively gave to
Creative Living Community of CT.

With much gratitude, love and peace,
Cindy Hall

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.
Please sign up for Altar or Lectern  Flowers to memorialize
a loved one or celebrate a special occasion. You may call
the Church Office 860-643-1193 to check  if a special date
is available.
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