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Emanuel Lutheran Church 
A member of the New England Synod of the ELCA 
(a “Reconciling In Christ” Congregation) 
 

60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040   
(860) 643-1193     

www.emanuelmanchester.org 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost             10:00 AM                                   October 4, 2026 
 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Stewardship Temple Talk                                              Ligi-Elin Milord     
 

Prelude                                                                                                  Anthem Choir 

Now Thank We All Our God, arr. Michael Roswell    
 

Children are invited to attend Sunday School downstairs in the Sunday School Room. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 

All: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

All: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

IN-PERSON & ONLINE  

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  
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Pastor: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

All: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn            When I Survey The Wondrous Cross                    ELW 803 
 

*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you.  

 

*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration 

of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 

help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:      Amen.   
 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 

 1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 
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 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his cherished garden; 

 he expected justice 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness 

  but heard a cry!  

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

Paul writes: 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor 

of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power 

of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on 

to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-46 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.                             All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put 

a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 

and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 

collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 

stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the 

same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when 

the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 

get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other 

tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 

and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 

regarded him as a prophet.  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.                   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                    Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 
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*Hymn of the Day                  Faith Begins by Letting Go                                   ACS 1004 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

      he ascended into heaven, 

               he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

               and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

              the holy catholic church, 

              the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

              the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

AM:  Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church              

and the world. 

To the words: “Hear us, O God.,” the congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 

AM:  Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
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*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn                   Build a Longer Table (verse 2)                    ACS 1062 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

All:      Amen. 
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*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.           All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

*Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Words of Institution                   (not printed) 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

All: Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by                      

using the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come 

forward, you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups 

of red wine and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the 

receptacles on the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring 

communion to you. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymns            
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Day By Day                                                                                           ELW 790 

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace                                 W&P 95 
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*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

All:  Amen. 
 

*Blessing      As You Go On Your Way   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude                                    Go Make Disciples                        New Day Singers 

 

 

If you would like Individual Healing Prayer, please approach the altar rail 

following the postlude. 
 

Please join us after worship for the Ministry Fair and Coffee Hour  

downstairs in Luther Hall.  

The “little white church” is out in the Narthex this morning to collect  

monetary donations for the Samaritan Fund. 

  

r 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Kim Boerner-Mercier 
Ushers: Richard Marsh, Pat Nelson, Kurt Buescher, Ann-Linda Bray  
Communion Assistants: Carol Kohl, Ann-Linda Bray 
Lector: Beatrice Luciano-Santiago 
Sunday School Teacher: Ligi-Elin Milord 
Sunday School Volunteer: Judy Polito 
 

Altar Guild: Elsa Robinson, JaneMarie Galiette, Kim Boerner-Mercier 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 

QR Code 

There is a QR code on the front cover of the bulletin and on small cards placed in the pews of the sanctuary. 

If scanned, the code will take you directly to Emanuel’s secure donation page. Once you are on the donation 

page, you can choose to designate your donation to a specific fund or the General Fund. We want to give 

people the option to easily donate online at any time.  
  

 
Emanuel’s family room space is available for Sunday morning guests!  

The family room is located on the lower level of the building directly across from the Sunday School room. 
For whatever reason, if you and your child/children need a quiet place to retreat to during worship, the 
family room is equipped with toys for the children and comfortable furniture for the adults. Worship can 
be streamed live, on Zoom through the TV in the family room. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can direct you. You can share 

your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer request that you would like 

printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email communications list to receive our monthly 

newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in the basket located next to the cards, given to 

an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even people 
attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from using a Hearing 
Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an usher for assistance.  

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Scripture Readings—Sunday, October 11, 2026: 

Isaiah 25:1-9 

The feast of victory 

Psalm 23 

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5) 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always 

Matthew 22:1-14 

The parable of the unwelcome guest at the wedding feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nametags—Are you a member of Emanuel or attend worship on a regular basis? We would love to make 
you a magnetic nametag to wear on Sunday mornings for worship! If you don't already have one, or need a 
new one, please sign up on the sheet on the bookcase by the ramp or in the narthex. You may also contact 
Kathy Rusch in person or by email: krusch2@comcast.net 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-11/0
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The October – December issue of Christ In Our Home daily devotion books are available to 
pick up at both entrances of the Sanctuary. Regular and large print copies are available. 

 

 

 

 

Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor  Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries 

Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                          Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor   

Barton Sattler, Treasurer   Gail McGrath and Kathy Rusch, Co-Financial Secretaries  

      Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

 

  
  

Special Offering Envelopes 
The Special Offering envelope for October is STRUCTURAL PRESERVATION. If you would like to give to 
any of the special offerings in 2026, you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to 
the church office), made out the Emanuel Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on the 
memo line.  

 

Ruth Circle Gathering/Program on Tuesday, October 6th at 7 PM in Luther Hall 
The congregation is invited to attend.  
Donna Connolly, Emanuel’s Parish Nurse, will present the following: 
Alzheimer's Disease and dementia. (This presentation was rescheduled from earlier this year 
due to weather).  Information that will be covered includes the various types of dementia, 
along with what is going on in the body and brain of those afflicted. We’ll talk about the stages, 
the care and support of individuals and families going through this progressive illness, current 
research and treatment. Over 7 million Americans are afflicted with Alzheimer’s and it's 
something we don’t talk about much so hopefully the information will offer some preventative 
and supportive guidance.   
 

October Family Ministry Event 
Saturday, October 10th from 1:00pm –3:00pm: Hike at Talcott Mountain State Park - Heublein Tower in (Simsbury, CT) 

If you would like to attend the Hike at Talcott Mountain State Park, please contact Katie Kurlak: 
familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org  

Pews in the Chapel 
One of the many generous things we received from Concordia Lutheran Church is about 30 chairs from their 
Garden Room. The Property Committee and Church Council have discussed using those chairs in the chapel 
to make it easier to set up for different events rather than the pews that are currently in there. If we do choose 
to do that, we would offer the pews to congregation members to take home with a suggested donation to the 
Structural Preservation Fund. We’d love to hear from you about this. Please reach out to any council member 
or Pastor Joanna with questions and feedback. 

This is just a reminder for all members of Emanuel that we have an Online Member Pictorial Directory. 
You can access the directory on your laptop, desktop computer or on your phone (through the Instant 
Church Directory app). You’ll need to create an account using the email listed for your family’s profile 
in the directory and create your own password.  

To access the directory please go to: members.instantchurchdirectory.com. If you need   
assistance setting up your account, please email Anne: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org  

mailto:familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org
members.instantchurchdirectory.com
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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If you would like to attend the Power Summit 2026,    

please RSVP to mncnuevacreacion@gmail.com.  

The Power Summit is a great way to learn more about 
GHIAA's work! 

 

mailto:mncnuevacreacion@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events
Sunday, October 4, 2026  
Ministry Fairin Luthe Hall following worship  
Assisting Minister - Kim Boerner-Mercier 
Stewardship Temple Talk - Ligi Milord 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School - Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Ministry Fair and Coffee Hour - LH 
12:00pm –1:00pm Ministerio Nueva Creacion (MNC) Worship Service –  
                              Community Room 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  

Monday, October 5, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal – MR  
 

Tuesday, October 6, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Ruth Circle Gathering - Program: Dementia  
                              by Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse 
                             (Congregation is Invited) - LH 

 
Wednesday, October 7, 2026 

  CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
     7:00pm –9:00pm Bible Study led by MNC - CR 
     7:00pm –9:00pm The Hem Hangout - LH 

 
 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2026  
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  6:15pm –7:15pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:30pm –9:00pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

 
Friday, October 9, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
   

Saturday, October 10, 2026  
  9:00am –11:00am Grow With Me Music - CR 
11:00am –1:00pm Christ Church Pastor's Anniversary Brunch - LH 
  1:00pm –3:00pm Family Ministry: Hike at Talcott Mountain State Park –  
                              Heublein Tower in Simsbury, CT 
  7:00pm –9:00pm FME Chamber Music Concert Series 
 
Sunday, October 11, 2026  
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
Stewardship Temple Talk - Kim Boerner-Mercier 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
11:00am –12:00pm Walk through of the Parish House 
  1:30pm –2:30pm Worship Service at Evergreen Crossings, S. Windsor 
  5:00pm –7:30pm Christ Church Pastor's Anniversary Service - SA 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	*Dismissal

