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From the Pastor 

continued on page 2 

WINTER IS HERE  
If we get a  big storm or have 

severe weather conditions,  
Emanuel will have any       
cancellations of Sunday       

worship services and other 
congregation activities on the                    
television on WVIT– NBC 

30; WFSB–CBS 3; and 
WTNH–ABC 8.   

“... birthdays are times of gatherings of friends 
and of reminiscing, and we too are privileged in 
these days to be together as a church family, 
with the head of the family, Jesus Christ ever 
present with us as we review the past, evaluate 
the present, and set our vision to the future with 
renewed courage and dedication. Let us rejoice 
together, worship together, and fellowship     
together in humble gratitude to the Lord of the 
Church who has blessed us so abundantly...” 
Pastor C. Henry Anderson on Emanuel’s 75th Birthday, March 1, 1956 
 

Happy 139th Birthday, Emanuel! On Sunday, March 1st we will celebrate 

this blessed occasion with a festive coffee hour in Luther Hall. Along with 

honoring Emanuel’s many years of ministry, we will recognize all who 

have March birthdays.  

You’ve heard and read about Emanuel’s participation in Forward          

Leadership and the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) which has 

indicated a need for strengthening a sense of community among            

Emanuel’s people. Events and opportunities to get to know our siblings in 

Christ are already being planned and include Lenten Dinner Church         

worship and this birthday celebration. It is our hope that for each month 

someone with a birthday in that given month will host a coffee hour        

birthday party for all who have birthdays that fall within that month.  

These celebrations can be as simple or elaborate as you would like.       

If you need assistance in learning how to prepare the coffee, or a tour of 

the kitchen and supplies, just let me or a member of our staff know and 

we can arrange for someone to walk you through coffee hour setup,     

hosting, and cleanup. If you would like to host one of these birthday         

celebrations, please sign up on the coffee hour host sheet located on one 

of the bulletin boards in the office hallway. When you sign up, please   

indicate that it will be a birthday coffee hour. 

We look forward to celebrating and worshiping together on Sunday 

mornings and on Wednesday evenings. Come join us for Dinner Church 

every Wednesday in Lent, beginning on March 4th. Hear God’s word          

proclaimed by members of our community as we partake of God’s holy 

meal and learn and talk about what it means to be the Body of Christ and 

share our own faith stories with one another.  

Blessed Lent, dear siblings. See you in church! 

Pastor Stephanie 
 
 Lenten Dinner Church Schedule      
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1) 

The Forward Leadership Team continued on the 
journey to bring Emanuel forward and build the love 
that is our foundation. In early February, 
we traveled to Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
South Hadley, MA to discuss Adaptive and          
Technical Challenges with the larger team. We    
engaged in a discussion around the article "This 
Is Broken", which had us reflect on the fear of 
change and how we recognize the fears, approach 
the fears, discuss our fears and improve our 
fears.  In our follow up meetings we will work to  
prioritize needs that will reduce fears that center 
around attendance, committees, finance and other 
areas that our church survey brought to the       
forefront.  Bringing high energy for worship back to 
Emanuel will take time but the team is encouraged 
that our work with other area churches, the Synod 
and most importantly our congregation will energize 
current members and those who will join us for 
years to come.  

Forward Leadership  

From Pat Nelson 

Chestnut Hill Preschool 
Open House for Prospective Families              

for 2020-21 School year 
 

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 (snow date: 3/4/20) 
5:00—6:30 PM 

 

Come meet the Chestnut Hill Preschool 
staff and see the wonderful school. 

 

60 Church Street, Manchester 
(lower level of Emanuel Lutheran Church).  

 

Please call to register for the Open House at 860-649-8383. 
 

Those unable to make it to the Open House are invited             
to call the school to schedule a tour or request an                     

Information packet. 

Pastor Stephanie’s  ‘Drop-in” Open Office Hours      

(Appointments are always available) 

Tuesdays from 9:00 – 10:30 AM at Emanuel       
 

Wednesdays from 2:00 – 4:00 PM at Silk City Coffee, 

Main Street in Manchester 

Emanuel’s Rocks of Kindness Garden has 
proven to be a popular community              
destination! Thank you to Doti Dienst and 

Donna Connolly for replenishing beautifully 
painted rocks on a regular basis, however 
within a couple of days of us placing those 
rocks in the garden, they get taken. We are so 
pleased to spread love & joy to many people!  
If anyone wants to paint rocks this winter to 
help keep up with the demand, please see 
Danielle Berneski or Julie Kamp as they have 
plain rocks in their office just waiting to be 
made beautiful! 

Lenten Dinner Church Schedule 
6:00 PM in Luther Hall 
 

3/4 Text: Acts 2:42-47—Pastor Stephanie 
 
3/11 Text: 1 Corinthians 12:25-27—Seminarian,           
     Eric Heinrich 
 
3/18 Text: Galatians 3:28-29—Joe Jauss 
 
3/25 Text: Colossians 3:13—Kim Boerner-Mercier 
 
4/1 Text: 1 Peter 2:9-10—Susan Plese 
 
Confirmation Class Schedule 
11:30 AM in the Youth Room 
 

March 8 
March 22 

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.   

Please sign up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to               
memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special         
occasion. You may call the Church Office at            
860-643-1193 to check if a special date is available. 

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church through 
 

 

To connect with Emanuel as a charity, follow this link:                                    
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122.  

If you have any questions about the program,                
please contact the Church Office, 860-643-1193. 

Sunday Coffee Hour is held between 
services at  9:45 AM.  

We’d love for you to host!  
 

You may call the Church Office at             
860-643-1193, to reserve a date or sign up on the 
sheet posted in the Office Hallway. Everyone enjoys 
this time of fellowship! 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122
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Calumet Resident Camp 
 

Have you been to Calumet? 

 Calumet is the best summer camp in the world—         
and there are thousands of former campers who              
whole-heartedly agree!  

 Calumet is a residential camp for children/youth                 
ages 8-18. 

 Calumet is operated on behalf of the congregations of 
the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). 

 Admission is on a first-come, first-served basis, and will 
be provided regardless of gender, color, national origin,                        
sexual orientation, or religion. You do not have to be 
Lutheran to attend Calumet. 

 

A link to Online Registration and More Information is available 

on their website at www.calumet.org. 

Summer is a magical time for children. It is a 
season for frolicking away the days with friends. It 
is a time to laugh, run, jump, and sing. It’s a time to 
build things up, just so you can tear them down 
and build them back up again. Summer is all about 
swimming, boating, fishing, arts & crafts, playing 
fort, putting on impromptu plays, and messing 
about in the mud. The possibilities are as endless 
as the days are long. 

It is the spirit of the children who play here that 
makes Calumet such a special place to be in the 
summertime.  At its core, Calumet is a Dream  
Factory. It exists solely to make manifest the         
power of a child’s imagination. It is wondrous        
because of their enthusiasm, inspirational because 
of their daring, safe because of their innocence, 
and fun because of their laughter. Calumet is a 
place where children can come to learn more 
about themselves and God’s love for them, a place 
where they can forge new friendships that will last 
a lifetime. At Calumet, children learn things about 
themselves and how to treat others that have       
long-range, life-shaping influences. 

And yet there is no way to sum up all that camp 
can do for your child, there is truly only one way to 
explain Calumet, and that is to have your child         
experience it. As soon as you see the smile on 
their face when you come to pick them up, you will 
understand what a summer at Calumet means       
to a child.   

Emanuel Lutheran Church has a Calumet            
Campership Fund and any youth attending camp in 
the summer is eligible to receive 
this campership! If you have any 
questions, or are planning to       
attend, please contact the Church 
Office, 860-643-1193. 

UR Community Cares, Inc. 
 

Do you have an hour a week to help UR Manchester 
Community Members? Do you live in Manchester? 
This organization is looking for kind, understanding 
and reliable Volunteers over 15 years old to digitally 
link to Community Members that are 70 years old 
and/or physically disabled.  
If you qualify and need help with Yard work,           
Housework, or would like companionship, please 
Sign Up at www.urcommunitycares.com, at no cost. 
Both parties create an online profile, a background 
check is performed by a 3rd party to ensure safety, 
and once the applicant is verified, the two parties link 
within the town they live in and the services that the 
Community Member needs. They are looking                
for Companies to Donate their services and/or                
employees to help their Community Members with 
services that require a license.  

Please email Michelle at info@urcommunitycares.com. 
Visit: www.urcommunitycares.com where you can donate and/or 
sign up to be a Volunteer or Community Member. 

UR Community Cares 
 

THRIVENT MEMBERS 

It’s time to designate your Thrivent Choice 
Dollars! The deadline to direct your 2019 
Choice Dollars is March 31, 2020. Any 
Choice Dollars that were earned in 2019 will EXPIRE 
on March 31! If you need help with the process, 
please call the Church Office, 860-643-1193, or 
speak with our Thrivent  Coordinator, Ray Purtell. 
Don’t miss out on the chance to support some great 
non-profits!   

MACC Charities “wear your sticker proudly” 
campaign to end hunger in Manchester  

#NoHUNGERforManchester 

Ruth Circle is filled with gratitude toward all of you 
who supported our “kick-off” Stop Hunger in              
Manchester efforts over the last two month. They 
have raised close to $500! A $3.00 sticker provides 
one meal for someone in MACC’s Community         
Kitchen. Sticker sales are ongoing at Emanuel. They 
are  available on Sunday mornings during Coffee 
Hour or in the Church  Office if that is more                 
convenient. If anyone wishes to purchase a MACC 
cookbook for $15., please let Sylvia Hellstrom know. 
Again, we thank you. Remember, this is a year-long 
effort by Ruth Circle, so don’t forget—Stop Hunger in 
Manchester by purchasing a $3.00 sticker. 

The committee: Lynne Gustafson, Betsy Grupe,           
Sylvia Hellstrom and Linda Jackson 

http://www.urcommunitycares.com/
mailto:info@urcommunitycares.com
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Church Events 

Women’s Breakfast 
Wednesday, March 18th at 8:30 AM 
The Vernon Diner, Vernon 
 

The Women’s Breakfast Group meets at the Vernon 
Diner on the third Wednesday of the month.           
All women of the congregation are welcome!  

Pastor Stephanie leads a weekly Bible Study on        
Thursdays at Emanuel at 10:00 a.m. in the Library.    

Healing Prayer 

Healing Prayer is offered at the     
altar rail on the first Sunday of each 
month after both worship services. 
If you are unable to attend worship 
on the first Sunday of any month 
but would like healing prayer, or if 
you or a homebound parishioner 
would like healing prayer at any time, please contact, 
in person or by email, Lynne Gustafson, Parish 
Nurse (cgustafson01@snet.net), or Pastor Stephanie 
(pastorstephanie@emanuelmanchester.org) and they 
will arrange a convenient time and place to pray 
prayers of healing with you. You may also call the 
Church Office (860-643-1193) for help.  

Ruth Circle     
Tuesday, March 3rd at 7 PM, Luther Hall 
 

The guest speaker will be Mary Jane        
Foster, President and CEO of Interval House. Over 
the past month we have been collecting cleaning 
supplies, toilet paper, paper towels, dishwashing 
detergent and laundry detergent to help women who 
have been the target of domestic violence. Interval 
House is the largest domestic violence agency in 
CT. They provide beds in safe houses, support 
groups, crisis counseling, court advocacy,            
programming for children and community education.  
Please join us in welcoming Mary Jane to our        
community and let’s fill her car to the brim with        
supplies. Hostess for the evening are Carol Adams, 
Barbara Stephens and Lynne Gustafson. 

Come celebrate Emanuel’s 139th Birthday with 
us on Sunday, March 1st for a Special Coffee 
Hour between services at 9:45 AM. We’ll also be 
celebrating congregation members with March 
birthdays. We hope you’ll join us! 

Daylight Savings Time Begins on Sunday, March 8th. 

Please remember to turn your clocks AHEAD one 

hour before you go to bed on Saturday night, 3/7. 

There will be a Children’s Sermon on Sunday,              
March 15th during the 10:30 AM worship service. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering 
 

The Prayer Shawls that we make 
are used by our congregation and 
are needed to bring comfort and 
love to the recipients.   
 

You are invited to attend our next meeting on               
Monday, March 16th at 9:30 AM in Luther 
Hall.  All are welcome! 

Please join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent 
for Dinner Church! 

We’ll gather for soup and bread at 6 PM on March 4, 
March 11, March 18, March 25 and April 1 to participate 
in an interactive worship service over dinner.                  
The evenings are appropriate for ALL AGES. You can 
come to only one Wednesday night or attend each week. 
They will each be a different experience for participants. 
If you would like to sign up to make soup or bring bread, 
please call the Church Office at 860-643-1193. 

The Sunday School children will be working on 
their service project, "Helping Those in Need in 
Our Community" during the month of March.   

As part of their project, the Sunday School families 
will be visiting the MACC Food Pantry on Saturday, 
March 21st at 11:30 AM to learn about the          
wonderful work that they do.   

Any families who are interested in attending please 
email Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp  
at familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org.  

The Sunday School children would like to challenge 
the congregation to help them collect food, supplies 
and monetary donations for the food pantry,        
designated baskets will be located in the church  
narthex throughout the month of March.   

A list of all the items of need can be found on the 
MACC website: macc-ct.org.  A complete list is also 
printed on page 7 of this newsletter.  

Thank you in advance for your support!    

We return to two services on  
Sunday, March 1, 2020 

8:45 AM and 10:30 AM 

Coffee Hour is held between                  
services. 

mailto:pastorstephanie@emanuelmanchester.org
mailto:familyministry@emanualmanchester.org
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Devotions for the Season of Lent are available to pick up at both entrances of the Sanctuary. 



6 



   March Birthdays  

Ruth Lehrach  3/4  Frederick Hughes 3/11 
Keith Carriere  3/5  James Hamilton 3/18 
Renate Goff   3/10  Helen Johnson 3/24 
Rosemary Hokanson 3/10  Charles Henderson 3/25

 Caring  
 

 

 

Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

Pastor Stephanie Kershner 
pastorstephanie@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 301 
 
 

Dr. Jun Lee 
Director of Music 

jlee@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 307 

 

Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 

Nancy Whiton 
Administrative Assistant 

nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 309 

 

Anne Heinrich 
Church Secretary 

aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 300 

 

Kathy Hatch 
Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 

James Hamilton 
Co-Treasurer 

jim.hamilton2@cox.net 
 

Rosemary Johnson 
Co-Treasurer 

rcjohnson77@gmail.com 
 

Eric Carlson 
Financial Secretary 

eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 
 

Lynne Gustafson  
Parish Nurse 

cgustafson01@snet.net 
 

Steven Lazarus 
Council President 

stevenlazarus@yahoo.com 
 

Berk Little 
Worship Support Specialist 

 

Brianna Gustafson 
Worship Support Specialist 
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Dear Members of Ruth Circle and Family of Emanuel Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for your generous gift of $3,342.80 to MACC Charities.      
It is hard to believe it is February already, and with it comes the theme of love. 
Your gift of kindness to people who struggle with hunger, may be the best         
Valentine many of them will receive this year. 

Beth Stafford, 
Executive Director/CEO 

 
Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for the goodie box during my finals week. It was such a 
great surprise! 

Sincerely, 
Julia Young 

Non-Perishable Food Items 

 Canned Beans - all varieties 

 Low Sodium Canned Vegetables 

(no carrots) 

 Low Sodium Canned Soups (not 

tomato) 

 Low Sodium Stocks/Broth 

 Canned Tomatoes 

 Pasta Sauce 

 Pasta (whole grain preferred) 

 Rice (brown preferred) 

 Peanut Butter 

 Jam/Jelly 

 Canned Tuna 

 Dried Herbs & Spices 

 Kosher Salt 

 Black Pepper 

 Olive Oil, Canola Oil, Vegetable Oil 

 Vinegars (avoid “wine vinegars”) 

 Mustard - all types 

 Ketchup 

 Mayonnaise 

 Low Sugar Cold Cereals 

 Low Sugar Instant Hot Cereals 

 Snacks for kids 
 

Non-Food Items 

 Shampoo/Conditioner 

 Bars of Soap 

 Hand Soap 

 Shaving Cream/razors 

 Deodorant 

 Laundry Detergent 

 Diapers (sizes 4, 5 & 6) 

 Baby Wipes 

 Feminine Hygiene Products 

 Paper Towels 

 Toilet Paper 

 Dish Soap 

 Cleaning Products 
 
Items for Community Threads Thrift Shop 

 New Socks 

 New Underwear 

 Gently used & clean clothing 

 Seasonal items 
Other ways to contribute 

The donation of money is one of the best 
ways to partner with MACC. Because we 
can buy wholesale, your donated cash 
gift can go a lot further than even buying 
sale items at the store. Monetary gifts 
also allow us to purchase and distribute 
fresh items like meat, fish, produce, dairy 
& eggs. You can donate online at 
www.macc-ct.org 

MACC Food Pantry Requests: 



Emanuel Lutheran Church 
60 Church Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 
 

 
 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 

Creative Living Community of  Connecticut (CLCC) is offering a Community Supported 
Agriculture program this summer!  

The 2020 CSA features the following crops throughout the growing season: Cucumbers, Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Summer Squash, Carrots, Onion, Peas, Spinach, Basil, Peppers, Melon, and Beans. 

The CSA runs for 16 weeks, from May 29th to September 11th. Members are responsible for showing up at 
CLCC’s Farm each week on Friday 
to pick up the share of freshly           
harvested produce and goods.  

A half share holder will generally 
receive 4 lbs. of vegetables/fruit/
cut flowers or a combination of 
the above at a cost of $249. A full 
share holder will receive 8 lbs.              
at a cost of $419. 

You will receive full instructions 
upon reserving your share via email.                                                         
All share holders must sign the  
CSA Agreement available on their 
website at:  

https://creativelivingcommunityofct.org/

collections/csa-shares.  

https://creativelivingcommunityofct.org/collections/csa-shares
https://creativelivingcommunityofct.org/collections/csa-shares

