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From the Pastor 

In the two weeks between leaving my last call and beginning at Emanuel, 
I have found myself thinking about Celtic tradition of thresholds.                  
Thresholds are the space between—it is the place between the known 
and unknown. The space of what is behind us and what lies ahead of us. 
The space between one time to another. 
 
Whenever there is a new beginning, it’s so tempting to hit the ground     
running without giving thanks for threshold space—the in between space. 
I invite you to take a moment to take a breath and give thanks to God, not 
just for this new beginning, but for the time of transition. Where have you 
seen God at work in this in between space?  
 
A word of gratitude for those at Emanuel who have held onto hope in the 
midst of transition. For those who asked hard questions and shared               
honestly. For the ways you have cared for one another—for phone calls 
and cards. For the call committee who worked diligently and discerned 
the Spirits leading. For the council who worked hard, communicated with 
the congregation, and kept things afloat. For all of the supply pastors who 
shared the Word with you each week. For Vicar Ryan who provided a 
calm and pastoral presence. For the staff who provided knowledge and 
consistency. For Jun who’s music helped you engage your faith through 
song. And I know there is so much more to be grateful for. 
 
It is good to be with you, and I look forward to getting to know you                     
individually and as a community. I can’t wait to see how the Spirit will 
comfort us and challenge us and how this community is a place that            
nurtures hope. 
 
For all that has been—thanks.  
For all that will be—yes. 

 —Dag Hammarskjold (1905-1961) 
Peace to you and yours, 

Pastor Joanna 

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed this summer! 
A sign up sheet is posted in the office                   
hallway. We would love to have Coffee 
Hour every Sunday in Luther Hall at 11 
AM, but we need YOU to sign up as the 
host! The host is responsible for making 
the coffee and providing either individual, 
pre-wrapped treats or act as the “server” 
behind the banquet table to plate any items 
that are not individually wrapped. The host is also responsible for               
providing half & half, milk or cream as well as juice. 
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From the Vicar 
Ryan Heckman 

Help Welcome Afghans to West Springfield, MA through this ongoing Ministry 

Ascentria Care Alliance is resettling hundreds of Afghans in Western Massachusetts. Your help is needed to ensure 
that they have the resources they need to access legal aid, housing, and living essentials. Ascentria has                   
resettled 330 individuals throughout Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and expect to welcome 259 more before the 
process is completed. 

Donate an Amazon Wishlist Item 

In addition to financial contributions, we are in need of household essentials. Please use our Amazon Wishlist            
(link below) to donate items such as bedding, plates, glassware, and more that will help Afghan families and                                   
individuals get settled in their new homes! 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2XWVO24RR503I/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl 
 
EMPOWERING PEOPLE. STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES. 
Ascentria Care Alliance: What does "Ascentria" mean? We define it as 
"rising together." At Ascentria Care Alliance (formerly Lutheran Social 
Services of New England), we are called to strengthen communities by 
empowering people to respond to life’s challenges. Our faith-based       
legacy remains the heart and soul of our mission, vision and values.             
For more information, please visit: https://www.ascentria.org/  

Evangelism. What does that word mean to you?  
 

I know that for me the word evangelism does not produce the most inspiring images in my mind’s eye.           
I think for most mainline protestants in the US, like us Lutherans, we recoil when we hear that word! It just 
does not line up with our “get to church early to secure the back pew” mentality.  
 

Summer term at Luther Seminary includes a class entirely devoted to evangelism…  
 

Evangelism though is a concept that is deeply biblical. The Greek word Euangelion is a compound word            
eu means “good” and angelion means “announcement.” This is the Greek word from which we get the word 
“gospel” or “good news.” In ancient Greece and Rome, euangelion was announced to the emperor when a 
battle was won. The “good news” of victory was spread throughout the empire. Today, we say evangelism 
means telling someone about the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

So, according to our professor Rev. Dr. Michael Binder, this definition begs several questions that I would 
like you to consider along with me this summer: 

 Why Jesus? Why are you a follower of Jesus Christ? 
 What is the Gospel? How would you summarize the Gospel in 2-4 sentences? 

 

These two questions are complex and ask you to dig deeply into who Jesus is and why Jesus is the bearer 
of good news.  
 

The answers we give to these questions also form the basis for our evangelism. With our answers to these 
questions, we become familiar with our own deeply cherished belief in the Gospel and can authentically 
share that belief with others, meaning we become evangelists.  
 

In Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus commissions his followers to "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” As followers of Christ, we have each been commissioned to go and 
share this good news: the Gospel!  
 
My challenge to you this summer is to answer these two questions, so you know what you’re sharing!                     
I’d be happy to meet with you as you discern your answer. Just send me an email to set something up: 
vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org.  
 

Go in peace, share the good news! 

Vicar Ryan 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2XWVO24RR503I/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl
https://www.ascentria.org/
mailto:vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org
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Report of the New England Synod Assembly 
By Kathy Rusch 

The theme of this year’s New England Synod Assembly, held in Worcester, MA from June 9—11, was 
“Collaborate for Christ’s Sake.”  This theme was evident in all the panel discussions and workshops that 
were held.  The emphasis of our ministry together for the future is centered on collaboration. 

Anne Heinrich and I (Kathy Rusch) were Emanuel’s representatives to Synod Assembly this year.  This was 
my first time in attendance and to be honest, I had no idea what to expect.  I came away with a much better 
knowledge of the organization and how it works.  I have enormous respect for the hundreds of rostered                      
leaders and lay people working together to find solutions to help their communities, those in need around the 
world, and the earth itself – their concern and commitment is palpable.  I listened to the panel discussions and 
participated in workshops with ever-growing enthusiasm and hope for the future!  I could really feel the                    
presence of the Holy Spirit! 
Here is a brief overview of the 3-day assembly.   
Elections were held for Synod Council and various committees. The Assembly voted on the following             
Resolutions: 

 Resolution 22-01: A Memorial Calling for a Just Transition to 50% Reduction in US Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions by 2030 (Passed) 

 Resolution 22-02:  A Memorial on the Right to Boycott (Passed).  This is to call on Congress to 
oppose legislation penalizing or criminalizing support for nonviolent boycotts, divestment and/or 
sanctions on      behalf of Palestinian human rights. 

 Resolution 22-03:  Resolution Banning Nondisclosure Agreements in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America  (Passed) 

 Resolution 22-04:  Resolution to Form a New England Synod Intentional Antiracism Community  
(After much discussion on wording and the fact that there were no people of color on the                 
committee that submitted this resolution, it was tabled.) 

All reports, election results and details of the resolutions may be found on the NE Synod website: 
(nelutherans.org) 

Panel discussions included: 
 Churches Collaborating in the Community  (e.g., 4 ecumenical churches held a Bible study – over 

100 people attended; worship with other churches; neighbors helping neighbors) 
 Lutheran Episcopal Collaboration  (Full Communion Partnership; shared commonalities; ‘don’t 

push on a door that says pull’; joint newsletter; outreach) 
 Schools, Clinics and Community Collaboration  (‘Adopt a local elementary school grade’; ‘Blue 

Christmas Service’; Collaboration grants for holy closure churches) 
 Young Adults, Campus Ministry  (Students seek community and a sense of identity.  They seek a 

spirituality that actually does justice.  They want to live their faith in direct service to others.  We 
must meet the students where they are.) 

  Finding Hope in a New Church Being Born  (If something doesn’t work, it’s not failure – we are 
just not meeting people’s needs at that moment.  We must live our faith in different ways than               
before.  Hospitality is key!)  

Workshops that I attended and found extremely interesting and informative: 
 The ELCA at the Intersection of Church and State  (Civics and Faith; The church is called to             

address social issues.  Social statements must be grounded in scripture.  While social issues may 
at times also be political issues, the Christian approach would always be to love God and love our 
neighbor – we all belong to the human race.  Good citizenship matters; registering to vote and     
voting matters; education matters) 

 Forward Leadership Community – Expectations vs. Reality  (We need a shift in the way we think 
about things.  Church is less a noun, more a verb; less a place, more a way of life.  Maintenance 
vs. Mission; “As God gives to us, we give to others.”  Learn from the successes of others.  What 
would our community lament if our church ‘died?’  If our church got ‘new life,’ what would we                   
do differently?)   

 Finding Common Ground  (find a space of reconciliation; from fear to hospitality; Love is a                        
life-giving weapon – love transcends fear.  The challenge is to be with, not above or below, each 
other.  ‘With malice toward none, with charity for all.’)  This workshop was preceded by a guest 
speaker who addressed the entire assembly, Bishop Mark Beckwith.  He spoke about the Braver                     
Angels - a citizens’ organization uniting red and blue Americans in a working alliance to                 
depolarize America. 

 
continued on page 6 
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Events and Items of Interest 

Healing Prayer Sundays are held 
on the first Sunday of every 
month at Emanuel. 

On Healing Prayer Sundays we 
bless our prayer shawls. If you 
would like to bring one to someone 
in need, they are made available to 
sign out after worship. Personal healing prayer                     
is offered to people who wish to receive it at the  
altar immediately following the postlude. 

Weekly Bible Study  
Thursday Morning Bible Study will not meet again 
until September 8th at 10 AM in the Library. 

A Year of Biblical Womanhood—Book Study  
will not meet in July. The next meeting will be        
Sunday, August 7th at 6:30 PM in Luther Hall. 

Women’s Breakfast  
Wednesday, July 20th   
8:30 AM at Evergreen Crossings 
in South Windsor  

Cost per person is $5.  
An RSVP to Lynne Gustafson 
(cgustafson01@snet.net) is required by Tuesday, 
July 19th.  

Worship volunteers are needed for our single, 
Sunday morning worship service.  
We continue to need the following worship                            
volunteers each Sunday:  
Two (2) Communion Assistants, one (1) Lector, and 
two (2) Ushers.  
A sign-up link is emailed out weekly (as volunteers 
are needed). If you are able and willing to volunteer, 
please use the electronic sign up. All Sundays for 
the month will be accessible through the one link.  
If you need help or clarification as to what the               
responsibilities are of each position, you may email 
Anne at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org. She 
can also sign you up for a particular Sunday, if you 
have difficulty doing so on your own.  

Altar Guild is always looking for volunteers to 
help set-up & clean-up for worship 
Altar Guild members are those who set-up and 
clean up for Holy Communion. Training is offered 
and work is "behind the scenes" either Saturday 
mornings or Sunday after worship services. 

If you have questions or would like more information, 
please contact: Ruth Lehrach: rlehrach9@aol.com or                                               
Kim Boerner-Mercier: johnkim4@aol.com 

Church Office Hours at Emanuel:  

Monday—Thursday from 10 AM—4 PM  

Friday from 10 AM—2 PM 

Farewell to Jun Lee 
After five years as a beloved 
member of the Emanuel staff, 
our Director of Music, Dr. Jun 
Lee, will be returning to his 
home country of South Korea 
where he will join the rest of his 
family.  We have been so 
blessed to have gotten to know 
Jun and to experience his             
incredible musical talent each                 
Sunday morning.   
He will be sorely missed! 
 

Please join us on Sunday, July 3rd at 10 AM, for 
a service of Farewell and Godspeed during               
worship, as we wish Jun well on his next life 
chapter.  Following the service, all are invited to 
Luther Hall for a Farewell Coffee Hour, hosted 
by the Worship & Arts Committee.   

The congregation is encouraged to share their good 
wishes with a card or a note to Jun.  We hope to 
see you there! 

A message on behalf of Emanuel’s Emergency 
Management Team…  
If an incident, accident or injury occurs on the 
grounds (inside or outside) of Emanuel, an           
accident report needs to be filed and turned in to 
the Church Office. “Report of Accident or Injury” 
Forms (printed on yellow paper) can be found in 
the back of all of the (orange and blue) Emergency 
Management Procedures Binders located in                         
different locations around the inside of the church  
as well as in the wire basket hanging on the door 
to the Church Office. Thank you. 

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church through 

To connect with Emanuel  as a charity, follow this link:                      
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122  

If you have any questions about the program, please contact 
Anne at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org.  

mailto:cgustafson01@snet.net
mailto:rlehrach9@aol.com
mailto:johnkim4@aol.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122
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The Endowment Committee is pleased to present the 2022 disbursements from our four endowment funds.  
The endowment funds provide opportunities for members to help provide long-term security for the church 
and create a perpetual legacy aligned with the member’s area of interest and passion.  This perpetual legacy 
allows us to make these annual distributions.  Thanks to donations made since the inception of the funds in 
2008 as well as compounding interest and investment gains, the endowment funds continue to grow, as 
does our ability to support worthwhile ministries each year. 
 
 A $1,000.00 distribution was made from the Extended Ministries Endowment Fund to the Creative Living 
Community of Connecticut to provide assistance with the building of two greenhouse bench work stations 
and a produce wash station, in order to provide vocational skills for adults with development disabilities. 
 
Two distributions were made from the Education Endowment Fund. $250.00 will be used to purchase          
devotional materials from Augsburg Fortress for Advent 2022 and Lent 2023. $1,500.00 will go to Calumet 
Camperships for campers and councilor-in-training attendees for the summer of 2022 season. 
 
The Music Endowment Fund distribution, in the amount of $3,000.00, will be used to help pay for section 
leaders for the choirs. 
 
$2,000.00 from the Structural Preservation Fund will assist with the expense of replacing the two remaining 
boilers. 
 
Symbolic distributions of the funds were done as part of our worship service on Sunday, June 26th. 
 
Notes of appreciation from the recipients, as they are received, will be shared as part of the weekly updates 
and in the Visitor. 
 
If you would like more information about the Endowment Funds, please contact one of the Endowment           

Committee members - Kristen Fournier, Helen Johnson, Ron Lehrach, Pam Rowett, Carol Kohl, or                    

Kim Boerner-Mercier. 

We’d like to announce the Members of Emanuel’s new Mutual Ministry Committee: 

Adela Garmendia, Kathy Rusch, Gail McGrath, Marianne Wilcox, Joe Jauss (chair) 

The role of the Mutual Ministry team is to support and enable the mutual ministry of the pastor with the             
congregation and the congregation with the pastor. Mutual Ministry also provides a sounding board for         
the pastor to strengthen her ability to minister to the congregation and wider community.  

Endowment Disbursements—2022 

Emanuel’s Rocks of Kindness Garden is making a difference and blessing the 
lives of the people passing by on the sidewalk, taking a rock to share with loved ones 
or strangers, however it means we are in constant need of more painted rocks to keep 
the kindness going! If you are able to paint a few rocks and either place them in 
the garden or bring them to the Church Office, where we’ll treat them with a protectant 
spray and then we’ll place them in the garden. Thank you! 

Special Music Sign Up for the Summer 
An online sign up has been created for members of the choirs or 
members of the congregation to sign up to sing or play an instrument 
for the prelude or postlude each Sunday.  
 
You can sign up for a Sunday of your choice through this Google 
Doc: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OxnlHkXPka6Nf0QN9h_wb4IeDQNQ6ZhL7hS6b4rq7XQ/

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tTAN-InTiIT1GAnjHHjkYMaDeIpDrtizovr_NwPwMhhzPWdHKPINmjjKv5u2vM6SyzvbVihGuhUEY-B9ldGPAgC6JT24qVvSU5pSJzfhHBCz4k_jW5b7KQ_XouWn8B3TyzLuVMGT-W1H-ON1qIFU1UGGLvBazGy6oeGoazKK2_1R_vI7E60PkSS4K3VznniTnN_b5c-S5qCV2H1PGKcr8VmQ4dg_0V8N98t
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Thank you to Emanuel for your very generous support of campers and trainees at Camp Calumet in New Hampshire!  
Our three children have spent many, many weeks at Calumet over the years. This year, our daughter, Maryanne, will be a 
Senior Counselor in the Boating Department. Our son, Sam, will be a trainee for the summer and will stay an extra week 
for lifeguard training. And our youngest, Charlie, will be a camper for two weeks. I'll be honest, I miss them all terribly 
when they are away..... But..... the benefit to them greatly outweighs my own feelings of sadness that they are away (and 
besides, they always come back!). If anyone reading this is contemplating sending their child to camp, but is nervous or 
hesitant for any reason, I really hope you will give it a try. Calumet is life changing. It's fresh air, a beautiful lake, being 
silly and free.... It's a break from social media and video games. Kids are surrounded by the most friendly, energetic,  
positive and kind people around! Everyone is welcome and accepted and loved. My own children have blossomed at          
Calumet and I can honestly say that this wonderful place has helped them navigate the tricky preteen and teenage years 
with much more confidence and self-acceptance than they would have had otherwise. THANK YOU Emanuel for helping 
to get our kids there! And feel free to pass along my contact information if anyone would like to chat about Calumet.   

With love and appreciation, Liza (Eckblom) Ringuette (elizabethringuette@gmail.com; 860-639-0101)  

Workshops that Anne Heinrich attended were: 
 Vital Youth Ministry (The group discussed ways to start a Youth/Teen Ministry, even if there are 

only a few youth who come to church. We brainstormed ways to get teens connected to the church 
and each other. It’s important to ask the teens, “What do you want in a Youth Group?” We also 
talked about specific ways to support LGBTQ+ teens and young adults. Many times teens will feel 
comfortable talking with other teens and supportive adult leaders during the time in their lives 
when they may be questioning who they are.)  

 Collaborative Worship (The group was asked, “What change(s) did your church make for worship 
during the pandemic and what changes, if any, would continue even as we come out of the               
pandemic?” “Have the changes brought more people into your church either online or in person?” 
“What joy has come out of the new ideas that were realized?” 

On Thursday night at the beautiful Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, we had an absolutely wonderful 
‘Festive Eucharist’ with Bishop Hazelwood preaching and the Rev. Casandra Chavez presiding.  The service 
and hymns were conducted in both English and Spanish.  Our own Eric Heinrich was a communion assistant.  
There were also lovely opening and closing worship services on Friday and Saturday mornings, respectively, 
at the assembly. 

It was nice to seeing several familiar faces at the assembly as well as meeting many new folks who I hope 
to see again!  Well, Emanuel – we have important work to do!  Let’s get started!  Thanks be to God! 

Report of the New England Synod Assembly (continued from page 3) 
 

mailto:elizabethringuette@gmail.com


              July Birthdays  

Karen Culver  7/8  Leslie Haney          7/16 

James Reuter  7/8  Jon Norris              7/18 

Roberta Irish  7/12  Marianne Wilcox    7/20 

Paula Braithwaite 7/13 
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Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

 
Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  
Ext. 301 

 
Vicar Ryan Heckman 

vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 303 

 
Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 
Nancy Whiton 

Administrative Assistant 
nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 309 

 
Anne Heinrich 

Church Secretary 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 300 

 
Kathy Hatch 

Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 
Barton Sattler 
Co-Treasurer 

barton.sattler@gmail.com 

 
Rosemary Johnson 

Co-Treasurer 
rcjohnson77@gmail.com 

 
Eric Carlson 

Financial Secretary 
eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 

 
Lynne Gustafson  

Parish Nurse 
cgustafson01@snet.net 

 
Kathy Purtell 

Council President 
kray524@gmail.com 

 
Berk Little and Kathy Rusch 
Worship Support Specialists 
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Little Free Pantries in Manchester! 

These are like Little Free Libraries, but instead of books, they are stocked with 
food! These can be helpful to tide residents over in an emergency when regular 
pantries are closed. They are available for everyone to access. You can take 
what you need, or you can donate items for others. You do not need to be a     
client of MACC or tied with any social service agency.  
More information can be found at www.hartfordbagsoflove.org  
 
 

The Manchester locations are: 
453 Summit Street (across from William Street 
501 Porter Street (near the intersection of Wyllys) 
159 Henry Street (near the intersection of North Elm) 
13 Cottage Street  (near the intersection of Birch St.) 
80 Garden Street 

Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church Members / Sunday School Students, 

Thank you so much for your generous gift of $2,500 to MACC Charities 
as part of your quarterly giving.  Thank you also for your gift of $350            
to MACC’s Emergency Food Pantry as part of your Sunday School  
Project. 

Your generosity enables us to continue providing emergency services 
that support the lives of many during these challenging times.  We all 
make choices that impact us every day.  Thank you for making a choice 
that changes lives. 

May this summer bless you with warm, long days to enjoy the pleasant 
scents of the season. 

Warm thoughts, 
Shannon Baldassario 

Assistant Executive Director 

       Pastoral Acts 

  

              Funeral 
   Frederick Hughes 

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.   
Please sign up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to memorialize a loved one or celebrate 
a special occasion for any Sunday after Easter. You may also call the Church Office 
at 860-643-1193 to check if a particular date is available. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vGqhmANpIgzH6azj5Pxo-ii9s8gGLNOdr-c0Adgxxtbv4w-sLrIltgVJl2q-p8IEeSPeLq-Z4xo_W_kL6csbewZdOBFv7srotB9k6DckXgnqwZdQzJJhxlMY4LwjfdDdc9_Xy1U_nUxSyoYc3TGeL5Zt_LJfBIicCP3eNG0Ig93gBqJs3uPugA==&c=&ch=


Emanuel Lutheran Church 
60 Church Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 
 

 
 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 

Summer Worship Services 
at Emanuel 

 
Every Sunday at 10 AM 


