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A list of a few things I’m bad at: math, giving driving directions,
completing paperwork, skiing, keeping plants alive, waiting. Actually,
“bad” isn’t a strong enough word to describe how incredibly awful I am
at waiting.

When I was a child, every summer my family would make the
eight-hour drive to Ocean City, New Jersey to spend a week at the shore.
Around Pittsburgh, an hour away from our house in Ohio, I would begin to
repeatedly ask the dreaded question no parent wants to hear as they
begin what they hope will be a relaxing and enjoyable vacation –
“ARE WE THERE YET?” My incessant pestering and never-ending loop
of the same four words being repeated over and over and over again led
my mother to bribery in order to save her own sanity and my father’s. At
the beginning of each trip she would get a roll of quarters from the bank
and tell me that every time I asked that dreaded question, or if I
complained about how long it was taking to arrive at our destination, she
would remove one quarter. Whatever was left when we got to the shore
was mine to keep and spend however I’d like. I can assure you that I
NEVER got the whole $10 at the end of our trip.

As an adult, my ability to wait has not improved. I get frustrated in lines.
I despise being put on hold during phone calls. I show my annoyance
when people are late for appointments. I complain when I am expecting a
package and the tracking number shows it’s delayed. And yes, I still ask
that dreaded question when I am in a car longer than forty-five minutes.

Most often in these times of waiting I fill up the anticipatory moments
with nonsense. Mindlessly scrolling through social media. Angrily listing
(in my mind) all of the other things I could be doing to fill that time. Just
wishing that the waiting was over.

Sometimes, on the very rare occasion, I am productive in my waiting.
When I was waiting for my first call as a pastor I was able to calm my
anxieties and ease my frustrations by reading the Harry Potter series for
the first time. When I wake up in the middle of the night and I toss and
turn and wait to fall back to sleep I try to remember all of the people I
interacted with the day before and I pray for them.

Some of you are probably familiar with the poetic prose that can be
found in Dr. Seuss’s Oh, the Places You’ll Go. “The waiting place... for
people just waiting. Waiting for a train to go, or a bus to come, or a plane
to go, or the mail to come, or the rain to go, or the phone to ring, or the
snow to snow, or the waiting around for a Yes or No, or waiting for their
hair to grow. Everyone is just waiting....”

Everyone is just waiting. Right now. All of us are waiting for something
or, probably more likely, many things.

Thankfully, we are in good company, with each other as we wait for this
new call to begin – yes – but also with the saints who have gone before
us, and the great cloud of witnesses who surround us.
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From the Pastor (cont.)

Sarah and Abraham waited childless for the
fulfillment of God’s promise that they would parent
nations (Genesis 12-18). Joseph waited in a pit and
in a jail cell for the fulfillment of God’s promise that
he would be a leader of his people (Genesis 37).
Mary waited in thanksgiving and joy for the
fulfillment of God’s promise that she would bear a
son, the Messiah, who would exalt the lowly and
feed the hungry (Luke 1). The disciples waited in
grief and fear for the fulfillment of God’s promise
that Jesus Christ, their beloved friend, teacher, and
Savior, would return (John 20). The apostles waited
expectantly, staring up at the sky, for the fulfillment
of God’s promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1).

Everyone is just waiting.
Professor Frank L. Crouch writes, “While we wait,

Acts reminds us not to assume we already know
what we’re waiting for. When Jesus returns to the
disciples as promised, they essentially ask, “We
already know what you’re going to do. When will
you do it?” The people of God have a long tradition,
continuing today, of believing we can predict God’s
next steps. Acts is a story of surprises.”

Dear siblings, as people of faith, as followers of
Jesus, as beloved children of God, as the Body of
Christ, as witnesses, we are a part of this great
story of surprises.

This new beginning, of sorts, at Emanuel will
certainly be a time of surprises. We will be
surprised together. Maybe we will be surprised by
learning more about our own strengths or
weaknesses. Maybe we will be surprised by the
formation and development of new relationships
and new ministries. Maybe we will be surprised by
conversations that cause us to question or deepen
our faith. Maybe we will be surprised by gifts of
grace, forgiveness, and love.

Soon, and, in the years to come, we will celebrate
and bear witness to all of those holy surprises, and
more, together. Until then, my prayer is this – that
we may open ourselves to the unexpected,
silly, heart stirring, joyous, thrilling, exhausting,
provoking, Holy Spirit. Trust Her presence and Her
movement in and through us and the community of
Manchester as we learn and grow and wait
together.

Josh and I look forward to joining you soon!

God’s peace,
Pastor Stephanie

Seminarian News

As part of his seminary coursework at United
Lutheran Seminary, Eric Heinrich is required to take
part in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). Eric
is spending his summer in Concord, NH at
Havenwood Heritage Heights, a continuing care
community. Havenwood Heritage Heights is a
Teaching Facility who believes in leadership through
education.

As a leader in retirement living, Havenwood
Heritage Heights hosts students in a variety of
disciplines and academic institutions to fulfill their
educational requirements and enhance their
learning experience. We offer programs for
registered nurses, licensed practical nurses,
licensed nurses and students of social work,
management, human resources, therapeutic
recreation and medicine. The following short
(3 mins.), video link from Michelle DeCoste, CPE
Program Instructor, explains a bit about the
program.

https://www.hhhinfo.com/about-us/teaching-facility/
The nationally accredited Clinical Pastoral

Education program is one of only two in New
England focusing on seniors and their spirituality in
a retirement community setting.

FARM TO TABLE DINNER
Saturday, July 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Arrigoni Winery, Portland, CT
Join in celebrating 10 years of
Creative Living  Community of CT
at Arrigoni Winery in Portland. You’ll be treated to
great wines from Arrigoni, an elegant meal prepared
by our friends at Hands on Hartford, entertainment
and more.

They are thrilled to have Laura Hutchinson and
Ashley Baylor of WTNH as their emcees once
again! They  are pleased to bring you a silent
auction as well as raffles throughout the evening.
Join them for this special event and learn more
about the progress of CLCC over the last decade
and their exciting plans moving forward.

To purchase tickets, please visit:
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/
CreativeLivingCommunityofC/FT2019.html

CLCC is seeking sponsors and donations of raffle
or silent auction items.
Please contact Patrick at: pbyrne@creativelc.org
for sponsorship opportunities.
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Guardian Angels

Some Lutheran World Relief History!

In 1945, World War II left an estimated one-fifth of
the world’s Lutherans homeless. Here in the United
States, Lutheran churches in at least 20 states
mobilized to help in Europe through a new agency
called Lutheran World Relief.

Much has changed in nearly 75 years. But in
thousands of congregations, in millions of offerings
and in uncounted prayers, U.S. Lutherans continue
to support Lutheran World Relief’s work. Lutheran
World Relief was there in the late 1940s, when
800,000 Palestinians were forced from their homes
by the creation of the state of Israel … in the early
1950s when Hong Kong, Korea and Bangladesh
and much of Asia was mired in strife … during the
1970s and ’80s, when civil wars and drought
plagued Africa.  Today, Lutheran World Relief
operates in East and West Africa, Latin America,
Asia and the Middle East, helping some of the
world’s poorest communities build the resilience
they need to thrive.

Emanuel’s Head to Heart Confirmation Youth are
challenging the congregation to help them collect
the items needed to assemble 100 HEALTH CARE
KITS this summer!

On Sunday, June 16th, the Head to Heart Youth
launched this Summer Service project and request
the following items.

EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT will include the
following:

 ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”
x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended

 TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling
8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping

 ONE adult-size toothbrush in it’s original
packaging

 ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging

 ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional),
remove packaging

Donations can be left in the designated boxes in
the narthex, now through mid August when the kits
will be assembled.

Thank you in advance for the support of this
service project led by Emanuel’s Head to Heart
Confirmation youth!

Head to Heart Service Project
From Cindy Hall

Guardian Angels:
If you are looking for an
opportunity to help migrant
youth, consider this.
“Guardian Angels,” an ELCA
AMMPARO program, offers
physical, spiritual and
emotional accompaniment of migrant minors and
their families. The Synod’s Immigration and
Refugee Task Force hopes to start a program at
Hartford’s immigration court. Two volunteers, one
using Spanish-speaking skills, and the other, note
taking skills, will work together. They will talk with
migrants and their families before their court time
and then be in the courtroom. It’s been found that
with “Guardian Angels” present, judges and
officials treat the young person with more
respect!
Watch the ELCA video: Guardian Angels:
An Introduction, https://vimeo.com/157458987

On Saturday, September 14 at 9:30 AM, Mary
Campbell, Director of AMMPARO, will train us
in a 3+ hour session at Emanuel Lutheran
Church, Hartford, CT. Guardian Angels will
commit to volunteer two times a year, 8:30 a.m.
to 12 noon, on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month.

To sign up or ask for more information, contact
Doreen Rinas at doreen.rinas@gmail.com.

If you or a loved one are grieving, you are
welcome to access a series of FREE videos
through the link listed below. There are seven
videos in all covering various  topics and most are
about an hour in length. The following topics are
covered in the videos: Caring for a Loved One
with Alzheimer's, The Transforming Power of
Caregiving, Changed Forever, Footprints on our
Hearts, Grieving a Sudden Death of a Loved One,
Helping Children Grieve, Helping Parents Grieve,
Hope for Healing following a death by Suicide,
Grieving the Loss of a Pet.

If you would like to access these
videos from Paraclete Press, visit:

http://paracletevideostreaming.com/
USERNAME: grief password: 1530
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Church Events

Healing Prayer Worship
Sunday, July 7th

Healing Prayer is available for all who would like to
receive it during our single worship service at
10 AM. On the first Sunday of the month, we also
collect donations for the Samaritan Fund in the
Narthex.

Women’s Breakfast
Wednesday, July 17th at 8:30 AM
The Vernon Diner, Vernon

The Women’s Breakfast Group meets
at the Vernon Diner on the third Wednesday of the
month. All women of the congregation are welcome!

Healing Prayer Sundays are held on the first
Sunday of every month at Emanuel.
The Healing Minister is located in the
Narthex. After taking communion, those
who wish to have healing prayer may
proceed down the side aisles and
through the back doors to the healing minister.
We have made these changes in order to provide a
quieter and more private environment. Please note,
if you are unable to attend worship on the first
Sunday of any month, but would like healing prayer,
please contact Lynne Gustafson, Parish Nurse
(cgustafson01@snet.net) in person or by email and
she will arrange a convenient time and place to pray
prayers of healing with you. You may also call the
Church Office (860-643-1193) for help.

Do you shop on amazon.com?
Well, if you do, you have the opportunity to support
Emanuel just by shopping at Amazon.
To connect with Emanuel as a charity, follow this
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122.
You will continue to shop at the same Amazon you
love, but you will enter the site through a different
link. Once you sign up, then each time you shop
you will enter smile.amazon.com in your browser
and you will automatically be connected with
Emanuel as your chosen charity! THIS PROGRAM
HAS GENERATED QUITE A BIT OF REVENUE FOR
EMANUEL SINCE IT BEGAN. IT’S QUICK AND EASY TO
SIGN UP, AND YOU ONLY HAVE TO SIGN UP ONCE!
If you have any questions about the program, or if you have
trouble finding Emanuel through the Smile link, please contact
Anne Heinrich: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org or call the
Church Office, 860-643-1193.

The Coffee Hour sign up sheet in the
Office Hallway has many open Sundays
this summer!

We would love for YOU to fill in your name and
host Coffee Hour! Coffee Hour is held at 11 AM
following worship. Food for Coffee Hour does not
need to be elaborate. Ground coffee is supplied,
bring half & half, juice and a few treats! Everyone
enjoys this time of fellowship!

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.

Please sign up for Altar or Lectern
Flowers to memorialize a loved one or
celebrate a special occasion. You may
call the Church Office 860-643-1193 to
check  if a special date is  available.

The Church Office will be CLOSED
on Thursday, July 4th.

Please join us on Sunday, July 14th at 10 AM
for worship followed by a special celebration
as we welcome Pastor Stephanie Kershner,

Emanuel’s new pastor!
Creative Living Community
of CT invites you to upcoming
Work Days on Saturday, June
29, July 13 and July 27 from
9:00 AM to noon.
You are welcome to join in for any of the  work
days scheduled at the CLCC property,
2645 Boston Tpke., Coventry.
There is a list of tasks to be completed for vari-
ous ages and abilities. Be sure to wear sturdy
work shoes and bring work gloves. If you have
any questions, please contact Steve Gustafson
at stevelinda01@comcast.net.
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The theme of this year’s New England Synod Assembly was “What’s Your Story?”  This report to the
congregation by delegates Ray and Kathy Purtell shares some of the highlights.  We were also joined by
Pastor Hammons and Joe Jauss.  First, the annual gathering in Worcester, MA on June 7-8 attracted
approximately 600 lay leaders, pastors, deacons, partner ministries, and others from throughout New
England.

The theme, “What’s Your Story?” was highlighted by keynote speaker and professional storyteller Margot
Leitman.  Her inspirational message and workshop provided church leaders with specific tools and strategies
for how best to tell our story in a passionate, compelling way.

There are several items that we’d like to share with the congregation.

New England School of Lay Ministry
Our very own, Joe Jauss, has been appointed to serve as the Chairperson of the New England School of

Lay Ministry.  A recent graduate of the school himself, please congratulate Joe and thank him for his service
to the wider church.
Thrivent News

We learned that Thrivent makes approximately $2M available to churches in New England via Thrivent
Action Team grants.  Of that amount, approximately $150,000 is taken; leaving the balance to be distributed
to other ministries throughout the country.  Emanuel has a strong Thrivent membership and there are
significant potential grant opportunities to support the ministry of OUR congregation.  Efforts will be made to
take better advantage of this worthwhile program.
Candidacy and Mobility

With approximately 61% of the active Ministers of Word and Sacrament (aka Pastors) in New England
being age 55 and over, there is a real concern for how the church will fill vacancies created by retirement.
The good news is that the Synod has identified this as a priority and special focus.  Recent results have been
very encouraging with the Synod issuing 35 new calls this past year; with 21 of the calls to persons relocating
to New England from other parts of the country.
Forward Leadership

Forward Leadership is an exciting, new program for churches who have recently called a new pastor and
those who are interested in revitalizing their ministry.  Emanuel will be participating in this program, with our
leadership team and Pastor Stephanie, in 2020.  Our Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT) results will be
used as part of this program so we are already well on our way.
World Hunger

Emanuel was third of all congregations in New England giving to the ELCA World Hunger Program with
$8,906 donated in 2018.
Jubilee 2020 Student Debt Reduction Campaign

Did you know that seminary debt carried by New England Synod leaders totals in excess of $1.75M with
the average debt per leader at $40,000?  Our pastors and deacons are burdened by seminary debt that in
years gone by was largely borne by the wider church.  This burden is affecting leaders’ choices of call to
ministry, causing others to delay marriage and/or childbearing, and forcing others to forego continuing
education.  Some suffer anxiety and depression as well as other health issues because of the financial strain.
The modest compensation levels of our church leaders makes repayment of seminary student loan debt
even more difficult.

The Jubilee 2020 initiative is a fund established by the New England Synod to help reduce or eliminate
seminary debt incurred prior to the establishment of the Fund for Leaders 2000 which pays seminary tuition
for Lutheran students attending Lutheran seminaries. Several individuals and churches have already stepped
up to make significant gifts to Jubilee 2020.  We anticipate asking Emanuel to help address this long
standing problem borne quietly by our church leaders.
Memorials & Resolutions

Three memorials and one resolution were approved by the assembly.  Memorials are broad policy issues
passed by Synod assemblies for consideration by the Churchwide Assembly. Resolutions have a narrower
focus than memorials and are requests from the synod to the national Church Council for consideration or
action.  A summary of the approved actions follows.

Synod Assembly 2019—”What’s Your Story?”
From Kathy and Ray Purtell

continued on page 6
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Memorial 19-1  No Way To Treat a Child:  Protecting the Human rights of Palestinian Children Living
Under Israeli Military Occupation

RESOLVED, that the New England Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to urge
ELCA members to advocate for the rights of children under occupation by contacting their members of
Congress to support legislation that specifically prohibits foreign aid from being used to violate rights of
Palestinian children, and requires the Secretary of State to certify that United States funds do not support
military detention, interrogation, abuse or ill-treatment of Palestinian children in violation of international law.
To find contact information for government officials go to: https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials

Memorial 19-2  Support Humanitarian Aid to Palestinian Hospitals
BE IT RESOLVED, that the New England Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and to likewise urge
ELCA members, to request the President and their appropriate legislators to expend before the end of fiscal
year 2019 all bilateral assistance to the West Bank and Gaza that congress appropriated for such assistance
in Fiscal Year 2018, including funding for the East Jerusalem Hospitals Network, and to continue funding at
previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved.  And be it further

RESOLVED, that the New England Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and  likewise to urge
ELCA members, to request the President and their all applicable legislators to restore funding to the United
Nations Relief and works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near east (UNRWA) in FY2018, and to
continue funding at previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved.  And be it further

RESOLVED, that the New England synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and likewise to urge
ELCA members, to request the President and all applicable legislators to amend the Anti-Terrorism
Clarification Act of 2018 to remove legislative barriers to future funding of humanitarian aid to the Palestinian
Authority so that regular payments can be made to hospitals.

Resolution 19-3  Poor People’s Campaign
BE IT RESOLVED, that the New England Synod endorse the Poor People’s Campaign and to encourage

its congregations and members to participate where appropriate in the organizing, advocacy, and actions of
the campaign.

Memorial 19-4
BE IT RESOLVED, that the New England Synod memorialize the ELCA to endorse the Poor People’s

Campaign and to encourage its synods, congregations, and members to participate where appropriate in the
organizing, advocacy, and actions of the campaign.

Exciting times lie ahead as Emanuel renews its efforts to tell its story.  God is present with us every day
and, working through the Holy Spirit, God will be with us every step of the way.

Submitted:  June 15, 2019



July Birthdays
James Reuter 7/8 Jon Norris 7/18
Paula Braithwaite 7/13 Marianne Wilcox 7/20
Emma Johnson 7/14 Frederick Spaulding 7/30
Leslie Haney 7/16
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Dear Friends at Emanuel,
Just a note to thank you for the calls, visits and cards you’ve been sending
my way.
I really appreciate your kind thoughts. We have a great church!

Paul Berg

Dear Family of Emanuel Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous gift of $2,649 to MACC Charities (quarterly
pledge and member contributions).
Your thoughtful gift allows us to help our neighbors who are struggling to
make ends meet. Our work removes the burden of an emergency need such
as food, clothing, housing or medical issues. People like you fuel our
success as you sustain the funding it takes to feed, clothe, and give
assistance with housing and other emergency needs in our community.
On behalf of the 2,000+ people we serve each month, I have the blessing
and privilege of saying Thank you.

Kindness wins,
Beth Stafford

MACC Charities Executive Director/CEO

Dear Emanuel Friends,
I would like to thank you all for your birthday wishes.

Link Goff

My deepest gratitude to the people of Emanuel for not only hosting the
ordination but also the beautiful green stole from Threads of Grace. It is
truly stunning and I will think of the people of Emanuel whenever I wear
it. I look forward to serving at Emanuel on the 30th of June!

Blessings,
Dan Purtell



Emanuel Lutheran Church
60 Church Street
Manchester, CT  06040

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Emanuel has a Single Worship Service
on Sunday mornings during the summer.

now — September 8th,
at 10:00 AM.


