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From the Vicar 

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church 
through 

To connect with Emanuel                                 
as a charity, follow this link:                      

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122  

If you have any questions about                            
the program, please contact Anne at 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org.  

I can’t believe that I have been with you, the Emanuel Community, for a 
full six months! I am now a quarter of the way through my seminary          
program and holy moly a lot has happened! As we enter the year 2022, 
let me say that again: 2022, I am thinking back on all the days where the 
love, warmth and strength of this community inspired me. It’s a privilege 
to be a part of Emanuel and to learn alongside you. There’s lots to come 
in 2022 and the future looks bright for Emanuel. God is with us!  

Speaking of God being with us, the season of Christmas ends with 
Epiphany on January 6th. This day is sometimes known as Three Kings 
Day or in super orthodox churches as Theophany. For those who call this 
day Three Kings, the focus for the day is on the visit of worldly powers 
bowing down to the baby Jesus, the Messiah, our Lord who has come. 
Though this image of world powers bowing to God laying in the manger 
as a baby is beautiful, I think Theophany is probably the better descriptor 
for what we celebrate on Epiphany. On this happy day of feasting, we      
celebrate the arrival God on earth in the form of Jesus Christ. When God 
is made visible and physically present for creation to see and touch, that’s 
called Theophany.  

God’s great and enduring promise to us is that God is made physically 
present in creation. God experiences all the ups and downs of being         
human just like us! That promise deserves a feast! And I hope the           
celebration rings loud in the seven Sundays after Epiphany.  

This Epiphany, and the seven weeks that follow this year, I challenge 
you to take a moment each day and consider where God was made 
known to you that day. Where did you have a mini Theophany? Where 
did you have an epiphany that God is with you? 

Is God present with you as you smell the fresh brewing coffee in the dim 
January morning sun? Is God present with you as you long for the           
embrace of a lost loved one? Is God present with you as you pick out 
your week’s groceries at Big Y?  

Perhaps you can start a “God Is With ME” journal this Epiphany Season 
where you write down all the times you notice God’s presence. Then, in 
the days that feel like Good Friday, where there seems to be no hope, 
you can pick the journal up and remember that time you certainly felt 
God. Your journal can become a reminder that God is with you on your 
Good Fridays just as much as God is with you on Christmas morning or 
on Easter.  

Blessings to all in this season of Epiphany! 
Vicar Ryan 

WINTER IS HERE and we want you to know that if we get a big storm 
or have severe weather conditions, Emanuel will have any cancellations 
of our Sunday worship service on the television on WVIT – NBC 30; 
WFSB – CBS 3; and WTNH – ABC 8, and on the church’s voicemail 
greeting.  So please check before you come.   
We want everyone to be safe. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122
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Pastor’s Farewell 
 

On Saturday afternoon, November 20, 2021, the people of Emanuel came together at Evergreen                    
Crossings for a farewell reception for Pastor Stephanie Kershner and her husband, Josh Quillen.  It was an 
opportunity for us to say goodbye and to thank them for their wonderful service to our faith community.  
While our time together was short, we were still blessed to have had them in our lives and wished both                   
Pastor and Josh all the best going forward. 

 

Light refreshments were served and the reception was well-attended. Kathy Rusch gave the following 
speech on behalf of the congregation:  

 “Thank you all for coming today to say farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Stephanie and Josh. The time 
we’ve shared together over the last few years is truly a time to be cherished. Many people come and go 
throughout our lives – schoolmates, colleagues, neighbors, acquaintances, family and friends – each and 
every one is a gift from God.  Pastor and Josh - you are gifts from God.  We will always keep you in our 
hearts and prayers as you begin your new journey in New York City. And as we look back at our times                  
together – the ups and the downs, the laughter and the tears, the tribulations and the celebrations – I think 
what we’ll remember most are the fellowship and the friendship! So I say to all of us here today:  ‘Don’t cry 
because it’s ending, smile because it happened!’ God bless you both.” 
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Thrivent Choice 
By Ray Purtell 

THRIVENT CHOICE… 
 Strengthening Communities.   
  Changing lives here at Emanuel! 
 

There is nothing easier than the THRIVENT 
CHOICE program when it comes to directing        
charitable funds to Emanuel and other nonprofit  
organizations.  Eligible Thrivent members have an 
opportunity to direct some of Thrivent’s charitable 
outreach funds each year. In fact, Thrivent has          
provided more than $370 million to help churches, 
educational institutions, camps, schools, seminaries 
and campus ministries since 2010. 

“That’s awesome”, you say. “I’m a Thrivent  
member and this is the first I’ve heard of this         
program. How do I direct my THRIVENT CHOICE 
DOLLARS to Emanuel?  I want to help the church.”  
It’s easy!  It can be done one of two ways described 
below. 

BY PHONE 
 Simply call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and when 

prompted, say “Thrivent Choice”.  

 Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear program 
Terms and Conditions. (If prompted, say or enter your 

phone number and date of birth.) 

 A representative will work with you to direct your 

Choice Dollars. 

ONLINE 

 Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

 In “Get Started” on the right, click “Direct Thrivent 

Choice Dollars”. 

 Log in by entering your user ID and password.             
(If you haven’t yet registered on Thrivent.com,                      

click “Register for Account Access”.) 

 Choose the organization to which you want to direct 

Choice Dollars. 

 To direct to a previous organization, click “Direct 

Now” next to the organization’s name. 

 Click “View activity history”, then scroll down and 

click on the name of the desired organization. 

 To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s)              

like name, zip code, cause etc.  Then click “Search”. 

 Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number and 

click “Direct Now”.  

 Follow the prompts on the confirmation page to direct 

Choice Dollars. 

You have the power to recommend where 
Thrivent gives back!  What are you waiting for?   

Now that you know how to do it, let me explain 
where the money comes from? The Thrivent Choice 
charitable grant program engages Thrivent members 
in providing grants that support charitable activities, 
furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes under 
state law. Eligible members are designated Choice 
Dollars each year based on one or more of the           
following: 

 the amount they pay in annual premiums on 
qualifying products-life, disability income 
and long-term care insurance; 

 the total contract value of their qualifying 
products-annuities and life insurance; and, 

 whether they hold a qualifying Thrivent             
volunteer position. 

 
If you’d like help registering 

your account online, please let 
me know. I’d be happy to                 
assist after January 1, 2022. 
Either give me a call at               
860-228-2788 or email me at Purt1015@gmail.com. 

Who is welcome at Camp Calumet?                                    
EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU! 

Register the child you love for Calumet’s Resident 
Camp for Kids 2022 taking place this summer for 
8-16 year olds. Calumet is holy ground for kids. 
 
Start planning your 2022 summer visit to                        
Calumet’s 65-site Family Campground, the                    
Conference Center or Village Cabins.                                   
Calumet is a great place for vacation. 
 
Schedule a visit to Calumet this winter or spring 
for an existing program or for a visit with a 
group, your family, or all alone.                                              
Calumet is perfect all year long. 
 
Check Calumet’s website: calumet.org, and see all 
the events and retreats happening in the months 
ahead for people of all ages.                                                  
Calumet exists for YOU! 

mailto:Purt1015@gmail.com
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Saint Lucia Sunday —12/12/21 
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation—Sunday, January 23, 2022 in the Sanctuary.  
 (Immediately following the 10 AM worship service).  



6 

Events and Items of Interest 

The 2022 Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.   

You can sign up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special  occasion.   
You may also call the Church Office at 860-643-1193 to check if a particular date is available. 

Altar Guild is always looking for volunteers to help set-up & clean-up for worship 
Altar Guild members are those who set-up and clean up for Holy Communion. Training is offered and work 
is "behind the scenes" either Saturday mornings or Sunday after worship services. 

If you have questions or would like more information, please contact: 
Ruth Lehrach: 860-633-0575 (h), 860-798-9734 (c), rlehrach9@aol.com  
Kim Boerner-Mercier: 860-647-9530 (h), johnkim4@aol.com 

Worship volunteers are needed for our single, Sunday morning worship service.  
We continue to need the following worship volunteers each Sunday:  

Two (2) Communion Assistants, one (1) Assisting Minister, one (1) Lector, one (1) Usher and two (2) Usher 
Assistants.  

A sign-up link is emailed out weekly (as volunteers are needed). If you are able and willing to volunteer, 
please use the electronic sign up. All Sundays for the month will be accessible through the one link.  

If you need help or clarification as to what the responsibilities are of each position, you may email Anne 
at aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org. She can also sign you up for a particular Sunday, if you have                
difficulty doing so on your own. A great big thank you to EVERYONE who has volunteered over the last 
many months. Because of all of you, we have been able to worship because each week our volunteer slots                 
are filled! 

Healing Prayer Sundays are held on the first Sunday of every month at Emanuel. 

On Healing Prayer Sundays we bless our prayer shawls. If you would like to bring one to someone in need, 
they are made available to sign out after worship. We also offer personal healing prayer to people who wish 
to receive it. If you wish to experience healing prayer, please approach the altar immediately following the 
postlude of the 10 AM worship service on 1/2/22.  

Weekly Bible Study  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets at 7 PM on Zoom and will continue until the beginning of Lent. 
Thursday Morning Bible Study meets at 10 AM in Luther Hall.  

A Year of Biblical Womanhood—Book Study will meet Sunday, January 2nd at 6:30 PM in Luther Hall  

Women’s Breakfast Gathering  
Wednesday, January 19th at 8:30 AM at Evergreen Crossings in South Windsor  

Cost per person is $5. An RSVP to Lynne Gustafson (cgustafson01@snet.net) is required by January 17th.  

Please remember: Masks are still required inside Emanuel’s building.  

If you have any reason to enter the church building, you must wear a mask. In order to keep EVERYONE safe, a mask must be 
worn indoors at all times and worn properly covering the nose and mouth. If you don’t have a mask, one will be provided to 
you upon entering the building. Thank you for your continued support in keeping our church community safe and healthy! 

Church Office Hours at Emanuel: Monday—Thursday from 10 AM — 4 PM & Friday from 10 AM—2 PM  

mailto:rlehrach9@aol.com
mailto:johnkim4@aol.com
mailto:cgustafson01@snet.net


              January Birthdays  

Clinton Bowman                   1/18 
Loren Davis                          1/19 
Kent Carlson                         1/21 
Karen Kissman                     1/22 
Nancy Scott                          1/24  

 Caring  
 

Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

 
Vicar Ryan Heckman 

vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 303 

 

Dr. Jun Lee 
Director of Music 

jlee@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 307 

 

Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 

Nancy Whiton 
Administrative Assistant 

nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 309 

 

Anne Heinrich 
Church Secretary 

aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 300 

 

Kathy Hatch 
Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 

Barton Sattler 
Co-Treasurer 

barton.sattler@gmail.com 
 

Rosemary Johnson 
Co-Treasurer 

rcjohnson77@gmail.com 
 

Eric Carlson 
Financial Secretary 

eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 
 

Lynne Gustafson  
Parish Nurse 

cgustafson01@snet.net 
 

Kathy Purtell 
Council President 

kray524@gmail.com 
 

Berk Little and Kathy Rusch 
Worship Support Specialists 
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MACC Food Pantry needs: 
 Non-dairy Milk (Almond, Soy, Coconut, Oat)  
 Foil Baking Pans (Disposable, All Sizes) 
 Beans (Canned, All Beans: Black Brown, Red) 
 Beef Stew and Chili (Canned) 
 PAPER BAGS 
 Jelly and Nut Butters    
 Mac & Cheese (Boxed) 
 Cleaning Supplies 
 Condiments: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Salad Dressing, etc., Cooking Oil 
 

Food donations can be dropped off at the Community Food Pantry, 460 Main Street in 
Manchester. Monday through Thursday 9 AM—4 PM and Friday 9 AM—2 PM or                     
donations can be left in the designated baskets located in the Narthex at Emanuel on 
Sunday morning. 

Vicar Ryan’s Weekly Open Office Hours 
Vicar Ryan’s weekly open office hours are held on Mondays, from 2-4 PM at 
Emanuel. In order to remain health conscious and cautious, Vicar Ryan             
requests that you email him (vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org) in advance 
of your visit and limit your visit to 45 minutes. If you would prefer to meet with 
Vicar Ryan outside of his weekly Monday office hours, please email or call 
(860-643-1193) and he will be happy to schedule a time to meet with you.  

mailto:vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org
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Ruth Circle Christmas Gathering was held on Saturday, December 4, 2021 at Evergreen Crossings in South Windsor 


