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From the Pastor 

continued on page 2 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. (Genesis 1: 1-5) 

In elementary school, I was a big fan of Beverly Cleary’s Ramona 
books. If you’re unfamiliar with the eight book series, it centers on a 
young girl, Ramona and her family, friends, and neighbors. The stories 
are filled with humorous moments as it tells the tale of Ramona’s fearless 
and outspoken antics as she navigates through young adolescent life 
with its relatable problems of family dynamics, struggles with school, 
neighborhood bullies, and learning who she is.  

The first book of the series, Beezus and Ramona, is the only book  
written from the perspective of Ramona’s older sister, Beezus. Like most 
older sisters, Beezus finds Ramona to be completely and totally              
annoying. She’s always ruining her stuff and getting her into trouble.  
Beezus is a bit jealous of Ramona, too. Her parents, their friends, and 
neighbors are always making comments about how Ramona is so           
imaginative and creative. She makes up elaborate stories like seeing a 
fire engine crash into a garbage truck. She plays out in the yard                     
pretending to be a whole menagerie of animals. She dragged a plastic 
wading pool into the living room and pretended that it was a boat in the 
middle of a lake. No one ever commented on Beezus’ imagination, but 
oh, how she wished they did.  

Beezus arrived at art class one day to find that the day’s project is to 
paint an imaginary animal. After some procrastination in choosing her 
paints and brushes, getting her apron on just right, smoothing out the  
paper a few times, she finally begins. Beezus paints a red horse. The art  
teacher, Miss Robbins, comes by and offers some constructive criticism.  

“Beezus mournfully replied, “I was only trying to change a real animal 
around to make it imaginary, but I just don’t have imagination, is all.” 

“Why, Beezus, of course you have imagination!” Miss Robbins            
sounded shocked at the idea of anyone not having imagination. 

“My little sister has lots of imagination,” said Beezus. “Everybody            
says so.” 

Miss Robbins smiled reassuringly. “That doesn’t mean you don’t have 
any. I think your trouble is that you work too hard. Why don’t you start      
another painting and just try to have a good time with your paints?”” 

And so Beezus starts over and ends up creating a spectacular dragon 
with lollipop spines down its back, a lemon drop eye, and it breathed pink 
cotton candy. Art class finishes and Miss Robbins collects the paintings. 
She stops at Beezus’ easel, looks at Beezus and exclaims, “Now, here’s 
a girl with real imagination!”  

Study after study and report after report show active play and           
imagination are developmentally formative for children. Playing house, 
building a block tower, putting a puzzle together, while fun activities, also 
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1) 

help young ones plan and problem solve, regulate 
their emotions, and learn social cues. Neuroscientists 
have observed that countries where children have 
more recess tend to have higher academic                 
performance than countries where recess is less.  

The importance of play and active imagination are 
part of healthy adulthood, too. We need recess no 
matter what our age! Dr. Stuart Brown, psychiatrist 
and found of The National Institute for Play, explains, 
“Play is something done for its own sake. It’s                  
voluntary, it’s pleasurable, it offers a sense of             
engagement, it takes you out of time. And the act        
itself is more important than the outcome.” And when 
we don’t take time to play there are serious                
consequences. “What you begin to see when there’s 
major play deprivation in an otherwise competent 
adult is that they’re not much fun to be around,” 
Brown says. “You begin to see that the perseverance 
and joy in work is lessened and that life is much more 
laborious. It’s important for adults to be silly!”  

 

from The Creation by James Weldon Johnson 
 

AND God stepped out on space, 
And He looked around and said, 
"I'm lonely -- 
I'll make me a world." 
  

And far as the eye of God could see 
Darkness covered everything, 
Blacker than a hundred midnights 
Down in a cypress swamp. 
  

Then God smiled, 
And the light broke, 
And the darkness rolled up on one side, 
And the light stood shining on the other, 
And God said, "That's good!" 
  

Then God reached out and took the light in His hands, 
And God rolled the light around in His hands 
Until He made the sun; 
And He set that sun a-blazing in the heavens. 
And the light that was left from making the sun 
God gathered it up in a shining ball 
And flung it against the darkness, 
Spangling the night with the moon and stars. 
Then down between 
The darkness and the light 
He hurled the world; 
And God said, "That's good!" 

 

When I read the familiar text from Genesis I like to 
picture God at play. James Weldon Johnson’s poem 
paints a picture of God smiling, rolling up the carpet of 
darkness like God is preparing to play the very first 
game of basketball on the great celestial court. Taking 

some of that formless void and shaping it into a 
great ball of light and then launching it from half 
court. Taking another piece, molding it into a 
globe, dunking it, shouting “And it’s gooooood!”  

If God was in the same art class as Beezus, 
Miss Robbins would always be praising God for 
Her imagination. I mean... You have seen a        
giraffe, right? Jellyfish? Or, really anything that 
lives in the ocean.  

This text from Genesis is read on three           
important festival days in the church year. We hear 
it in January each year on the First Sunday after 
Epiphany, The Baptism of our Lord (January 12th, 
this year). The story of God creating new life out of 
a watery abyss proceeds the gospel story of Jesus 
emerging from the river’s waters and being               
proclaimed God’s beloved Son as he begins his 
earthly ministry.  

This text is also the first of thirteen readings 
read on Easter Vigil. After the paschal candle is 
inscribed, “Christ, yesterday and today, the                 
beginning and the ending. To Christ belongs all 
time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and 
dominion now and forever.” And once the Easter 
proclamation is sung, the story of Creation is read, 
“In the beginning...” 

And to remind us that our God spans the length 
and depth and breadth of time and encompasses 
all that is, all that was, and all that will be, this text 
is read on Holy Trinity Sunday. When we ponder 
the mysteries of an eternal, majestic God, Three-in
-One and One-in-Three. The Creation story is read 
following the Prayer of the Day, “God of heaven 
and earth, before the foundation of the universe 
and the beginning of time you are the triune God: 
Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation,              
life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has 
revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. 
Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, now and forever.”  

And God shouted, “And it’s goooooooood!” 
In this New Year, may you find times to play, to 

imagine, to create, as you were lovingly created.  
 

See you in church!  

Pastor Stephanie 

Pastor Stephanie’s  ‘Drop-in” Open Office Hours  

 Tuesdays from 9:00 – 10:30 AM at Emanuel 

 Wednesdays from 2:00 – 4:00 PM                                     

at Silk City Coffee, Main Street in Manchester 

Appointments are always available. 
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Thrivent Choice 
By Ray Purtell 

THRIVENT  
SUNDAY 

January 12, 2020   
 

Emanuel will be celebrating Thrivent Sunday with a 

FREE luncheon immediately following the service 

in  Luther Hall.  All are welcome.  The lunch is not 

just for Thrivent members; rather it’s a fellowship 

opportunity for everyone (sponsored by Thrivent). 

Kent Tedford, Community Engagement Leader, 

from Thrivent will be with us that morning.  He will 

be available to meet informally with folks and to 

share information about the Thrivent Choice and 

Thrivent Action Team programs.  He will also share 

information about the other fraternal benefits            

available through Thrivent including Thrivent Builds 

with Habitat for Humanity, various financial             

education programs and workshops, and the Thrivent 

Federal Credit Union. 

There will be one service at 10:00 a.m. and the 

luncheon will follow immediately thereafter. Please 

mark your calendars and plan to join us!   

THRIVENT CHOICE… 
 Strengthening Communities.   
  Changing lives here at Emanuel! 
 

There is nothing easier than the THRIVENT 
CHOICE program when it comes to directing        
charitable funds to Emanuel and other nonprofit  
organizations.  Eligible Thrivent members have an 
opportunity to direct some of Thrivent’s charitable 
outreach funds each year. In fact, Thrivent has          
provided more than $370 million to help churches, 
educational institutions, camps, schools, seminaries 
and campus ministries since 2010. 

“That’s awesome”, you say.  “I’m a Thrivent 
member and this is the first I’ve heard of this         
program. How do I direct my THRIVENT CHOICE 
DOLLARS to Emanuel?  I want to help the church.”  
It’s easy!  It can be done one of two ways described 
below. 

BY PHONE 
 Simply call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and 

when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice”.  

 Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2          
to hear program Terms and Conditions.            
(If prompted, say or enter your phone              
number and date of birth.) 

 A representative will work with you to direct 
your Choice Dollars. 

ONLINE 
 Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

 In “Get Started” on the right, click “Direct 
Thrivent Choice Dollars”. 

 Log in by entering your user ID and           
password. (If you haven’t yet registered on 
Thrivent.com, click “Register for Account 
Access”.) 

 Choose the organization to which you want 
to direct Choice Dollars. 

 To direct to a previous organization, click 
“Direct Now” next to the organization’s 
name. 

 Click “View activity history”, then scroll 
down and click on the name of the desired 
organization. 

 To direct to a new organization, enter             
keyword(s) like name, zip code, cause 
etc.  Then click “Search”. 

 Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific 
number and click “Direct Now”.  

 Follow the prompts on the confirmation page 
to direct Choice Dollars. 

You have the power to recommend where 
Thrivent gives back!  What are you waiting for?   

 
Now that you know how to do it, let me explain 

where the money comes from? The Thrivent Choice 
charitable grant program engages Thrivent members 
in providing grants that support charitable activities, 
furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes under 
state law. Eligible members are designated Choice 
Dollars each year based on one or more of the           
following: 

 the amount they pay in annual premiums on 
qualifying products-life, disability income 
and long-term care insurance; 

 the total contract value of their qualifying 
products-annuities and life insurance; and, 

 whether they hold a qualifying Thrivent             
volunteer position. 

If you’d like help registering your account online, 
please let me know. I’d be happy to assist.             
Just either give me a call at 860-228-2788 or email 
me at Purt1015@gmail.com. 

mailto:Purt1015@gmail.com
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Church Events 

Women’s Breakfast 
Wednesday, January 15th at 8:30 AM 
The Vernon Diner, Vernon 
 

The Women’s Breakfast Group meets at the Vernon 
Diner on the third Wednesday of the month.           
All women of the congregation are welcome!  

Pastor Stephanie leads a weekly Bible Study on        
Thursdays at Emanuel at 10:00 a.m. in the Library.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering 
Do you want to make a wonderful New Year’s 
Resolution?  Well you can by joining us in 
making one or more Prayer Shawls during 
2020.  The Prayer Shawls that we make are 
used by our congregation and are needed to 
bring comfort and love to the recipients.   
You are invited to attend our next meeting on 
Monday, January 20th at 9:30 a.m. in        
Luther Hall.  All are welcome! 

The 2020 Flower Chart is posted in 
the Office Hallway.   
Please sign up for Altar or Lectern  
Flowers to memorialize  a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion. You may 
call   the Church Office 860-643-1193 to check if a 
special date is available. 

WE NEED YOU!!!  

Have you ever thought of volunteering as a lay         

minister on a Sunday morning?  Well, if you have, we 

could REALLY use your help. We need people to serve 

as Acolytes, Assisting Ministers, Communion           

Assistants, Greeters, Lectors, and Ushers.  We       

welcome your participation in one or more of these 

important  ministries.  To volunteer or if you have any 

questions, please call Nancy in the Church Office   

860-643-1193, ext. 309 or email her 

at nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org. 

Thank you for considering these opportunities! 

Healing Prayer in January (1/5/20) and February 
(2/2/20) will be held in the Sanctuary at the altar rail 
immediately following our 10:00 AM, single worship 
service. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!! 
 

Ruth Circle is filled with gratitude toward all of you 

who supported our “kick-off” Stop Hunger in             

Manchester efforts the last two weeks. We have 

raised a grand total of $299.00! All of the         

cookbooks have been sold as well as many           

stickers. How can you not buy a sticker when you 

know that the $3.00 price actually provides a meal 

for someone in need? We will continue to sell the 

stickers. They are also available in the church          

office if that is more convenient for you. If anyone 

wishes to purchase cookbooks, please let me 

know, so that I can get some more. 

Again, we thank you. Remember, this is a year 

long effort by Ruth Circle, so don’t forget—       

Stop Hunger in Manchester by purchasing a $3.00 

sticker. 
 

The committee: Lynne Gustafson, Betsy Grupe,          

Sylvia Hellstrom and Linda Jackson 

The Church Office will be CLOSED on Wednesday, 

January 1, 2020 and Monday, January 20, 2020. 

I wish to thank all who participated in our “College 
Kits” project. Due to your generosity, we were able to 
fill 19 kits with gift cards, snacks, Thrivent Tee shirts, 
school supplies, candy and inspirational notes. Thanks 
to a Thrivent Action card, we were able to mail 15 kits 
to our college members and 4 were hand delivered.      
A big thank you also goes to Matt Heinrich who picked 
up the boxes from the post office; those who remained 
after worship to pack the boxes; and to Ray Purtell who 
mailed them. The saying goes: “Many hands make light 
work”. Thank you all! 

Lynne Gustafson 

From January 5, 2020—February 23, 2020, we will have a 
single worship service at 10 AM on Sunday mornings. 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, January 26th  

at 11:30 AM in Luther Hall                     

Please join us! 

Support Emanuel Lutheran Church through 
 

 

To connect with Emanuel as a charity, follow this link:                                    
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122.  

If you have any questions about the program,                
please contact the Church Office, 860-643-1193. 

mailto:nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0662122
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WINTER IS HERE and we want you all to know that if we get a big storm or have severe weather                 

conditions, Emanuel will have any cancellations of Sunday worship services and other congregation 

activities on the television on WVIT – NBC 30; WFSB – CBS 3; and WTNH – ABC 8.   
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   January Birthdays  

Clint Bowman II 1/18 Karen Kissman 1/22 
Loren Davis  1/19 Nancy Scott  1/24 

 Caring  
 

 

 

Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

Pastor Stephanie Kershner 
pastorstephanie@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 301 
 

Dr. Jun Lee 
Director of Music 

jlee@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 307 

 

Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 

Nancy Whiton 
Administrative Assistant 

nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 309 

 

Anne Heinrich 
Church Secretary 

aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 300 

 

Kathy Hatch 
Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 

James Hamilton 
Co-Treasurer 

jim.hamilton2@cox.net 
 

Rosemary Johnson 
Co-Treasurer 

rcjohnson77@gmail.com 
 

Eric Carlson 
Financial Secretary 

eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 
 

Lynne Gustafson  
Parish Nurse 

cgustafson01@snet.net 
 

Steven Lazarus 
Council President 

stevenlazarus@yahoo.com 
 

Berk Little 
Worship Support Specialist 

 

Brianna Gustafson 
Worship Support Specialist 
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Pastoral Acts—Funeral 

                      Dorothy Anderson  

UR Community Cares, Inc. 
 

Do you have an hour a week to help UR Manchester Community             

Members? Do you live in Manchester? This organization is looking for 

kind, understanding and reliable Volunteers over 15 years old to digitally 

link to Community Members that are 70 years old and/or physically              

disabled.  

If you qualify and need help with Yard work, Housework, or would like 

companionship, please Sign Up at www.urcommunitycares.com, at no 

cost. Both parties create an online profile, a background check is      

performed by a 3rd party to ensure safety, and once the applicant is       

verified, the two parties link within the town they live in and the services 

that the Community Member needs. They are looking for Companies to 

Donate their services and/or employees to help their Community         

Members with services that require a license.  

Please email Michelle at info@urcommunitycares.com. 

Visit: www.urcommunitycares.com where you can donate and/or sign up 

to be a Volunteer or Community Member. 

Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for sending me a care package right as my finals begin!       

It is great to have some snacks while I study. It was so thoughtful and I             

appreciate everyone thinking about me.  

Thanks again, see you soon. 

Lilli Minicucci  

Dear Family of Emanuel Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your generous gift of $2,530 to MACC Charities. Your           

partnership in this good work makes a difference in the lives of those who are 

hungry, or in need of help with other basic needs such as clothing or housing. 

No one could possibly meet all the emergency needs we see each day but when 

we work together, there is no critical need that cannot be eased, if not lifted. 

The power of community is incredible and MACC has that power  working at 

it’s best. We are grateful to and for you. 

More than blessed, 

Beth Stafford, Executive Director/CEO 

Sunday Coffee Hour is held at 11 AM  immediately following our single 
10 AM worship service. We’d love for you to host! You may call the 
Church Office at 860-643-1193, to reserve a date or sign up on the sheet 

posted in the Office Hallway. Everyone enjoys this time of fellowship! 

http://www.urcommunitycares.com/
mailto:info@urcommunitycares.com
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, January 26, 2019 

 
11:30 AM  

in Luther Hall 

SAVE THE DATE . . . 


