
2/8/26  1 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
A member of the New England Synod of the ELCA 
(a “Reconciling In Christ” Congregation) 
 

60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040   
(860) 643-1193     

www.emanuelmanchester.org 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                       10:00 AM                                   February 8, 2026 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                            You Are Holy  

 
Children are invited to attend Sunday School downstairs in the Sunday School/Youth Room. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

All:  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Pastor:  Mighty God, lover of justice, 

All:  you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

ONLINE 

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  
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Pastor: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails,  

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,  

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,  

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

All:  Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn                     Gather Us In                                     ELW 532 
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*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. 

By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and 

power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:      Amen.       
   

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 

 1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 

 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. 

 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 

 the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11 The LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places 

  and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water whose waters never fail. 
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  12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

 you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of 

God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 

much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words 

of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 

rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 

of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden 

mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers 

of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that 

is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of 

God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so 

that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things 

in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things 

to those who are spiritual. 

  14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 

foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to 

no one else’s scrutiny. 

 16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-20 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.                         All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 

be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not 

light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 

not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, 

whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will 

be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.                 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                     Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



2/8/26 6 

 

*Hymn of the Day             Christ, Be Our Light                        ELW 715 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

      he ascended into heaven, 

              he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

              and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

              the holy catholic church, 

              the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, 

              the resurrection of the body, 

              and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

AM:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

       To the words: “Merciful God,” the congregation responds: “receive our prayer.” 

AM:  Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us  

in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

All:  Amen. 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:    The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 
 

Offertory Music                                                                          Combined Choirs 

     What Does it Cost to Follow Jesus 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:    God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:        Amen. 
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*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join                    

their unending hymn: 

*Holy, Holy, Holy     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Words of Institution                     (not printed) 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see.  

All: Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by using 

the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come forward, 

you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups of red wine 

and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the receptacles on 

the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring communion to you. 

Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymns            Jesus, Lamb of God 
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Here is Bread                    ELW 483 
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Let Us Break Bread Together                 ELW 471 

 

 

*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:        Amen. 
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*Blessing                         As You Go On Your Way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   Give Me Jesus                                     Hannah Nemiah, vocalist 
 

 

If you would like Individual Healing Prayer, please approach the altar rail or  

the side pew by the ramp following the postlude. 
 

Please join us after worship in Luther Hall for a crockpot soup luncheon concert fundraiser 

featuring Music From the Heart. A free-will offering will be collected and split 50/50 between 

the Rev. William White Calumet Fund and MACC Charities. 
 

Love Outpoured Devotion books for Lent 2026 are available to pick up in the Narthex this morning. 
 
 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Kathy Rusch 
Ushers: Richard Marsh, Pat Nelson, Kurt Buescher, Marianne Wilcox  
Communion Assistants: Helen Johnson, Kris Fournier 
Lector: Beverly Niemann  
Sunday School Teacher: Danielle Berneski 
Sunday School Volunteer: Jodi Eskin 
 

Altar Guild: Kim Boerner-Mercier, JaneMarie Galiette, Marianne Wilcox 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 
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Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even 
people attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from 
using a Hearing Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an 
usher for assistance.  

 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Scripture Readings—Sunday, February 15, 2026: 

Exodus 24:12-18 

Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory on Mount Sinai 

Psalm 2 

You are my son; this day have I begotten you. (Ps. 2:7) 

2 Peter 1:16-21 

The apostle’s message confirmed on the mount of transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1-9 

Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table next to the guest book in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can 

direct you. You can share your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer 

request that you would like printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email 

communications list to receive our monthly newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in 

the basket located next to the cards, given to an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor   Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Bea Luciano, Field Education Student   Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  

Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries  Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                                       

Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor   Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

Barton Sattler, Treasurer    Jodi Eskin, Financial Secretary  

   

  
  

WINTER IS HERE 
We want you to know that if we get a big storm or have   severe weather conditions, Emanuel will have 
the cancellation of our Sunday worship service or other event on the television and online on                        
WVIT–NBC 30 and WFSB–CBS 3. Members will also receive an email.  
  

 

Nametags 
Are you a member of Emanuel or attend worship on a regular basis? We would love to make you a magnetic nametag 
to wear on Sunday mornings for worship! If you don't already have one, or need a new one, please sign up on the 
sheet on the bookcase by the ramp or in the narthex. You may also contact Kathy Rusch in person or by email to: 
krusch2@comcast.net 

Special Offering Envelopes 
The Special Offering envelope for February is Emanuel Endowment Funds. If you would like to give to any of the 
special offerings in 2026, you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to the church office), 
made out the Emanuel Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on the memo line.  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/0
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The Souper Bowl of Caring kicks off on TODAY—February 8th!  
After worship on February 8th, look for Sunday School children at each exit of the  
Sanctuary. They will be holding large soup pots to collect donations.  
We then invite you to support the Souper Bowl of Caring during the entire  
month of February! 

There are three different ways that you can donate: 

1) You can easily make a donation online on our website: emanuelmanchester.org/donate.  
2) You may mail a check to the Church Office at 60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040.  
3) You may drop your donation in the offering plate any Sunday morning during the month of February.  

All donations will support MACC Charities in Manchester. 
  

 

TODAY is the last day to RSVP for Fastnacht at 
Concordia. If you would like to attend  email Anne 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org, along with 
the number attending from your family and 
whether you can bring a dessert to share. 
 

Coffee Hours—You can sign-up to host coffee hour in one of three ways:  

 On the paper sign-up sheet in the narthex 

 Through the online sign-up sheet:                                                                                                                            
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YKFVJbX8HdJsFGkRaQfvndhTMmffSyvDNqYHcs3sCAE/edit?usp=sharing  

 Call or email Anne in the Church Office: 860-643-1193 or aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

  

  

 Important Message for Thrivent Members… 
All 2025 Choice Dollars need to be directed by March 31, 2026. If you have any questions or need help 
designating your Choice Dollars, please contact Ray Purtell at purt1015@gmail.com 
  

 

Love Outpoured—
Daily Devotions for 

Lent 2026  
books are available 

to pick up in the 
narthex this 

morning. 

file://///elcmanDC0001/staff/Public%20Documents/Bulletins/Nov%2022%20-%20Nov%2023%20Year%20A/emanuelmanchester.org/donate
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YKFVJbX8HdJsFGkRaQfvndhTMmffSyvDNqYHcs3sCAE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
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Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 18 at 7 PM 
Join us as we begin Lent with Ash 
Wednesday on February 18th.              
We will have worship at Emanuel at 
7 PM. There will be an opportunity for 
individual prayer and imposition of 
ashes in the sanctuary from 10 AM to 
noon as well.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Holden Evening Prayer  
Wednesdays at 7 PM at Concordia  
(February 25, March 4, 11, 18 & 25)  
  

Thursdays at 7 PM at Emanuel  
(February 26, March 5, 12, 19 & 26)  
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                                   Calendar of Events 
 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
Assisting Minister - Kathy Rusch 
10:00am –10:45am Emanuel Sunday School –  
                                Sunday School Room 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:30am –2:00pm Camp Calumet Campership Fundraiser:  
                               Music From the Heart Band Concert  
                               with lunch - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
 
Monday, February 9, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal - MR 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Property Committee Meeting – LH 
 

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE - CLOSED 
  7:00pm –8:00pm Executive Committee Meeting via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
  7:00pm –9:00pm Bible Study led by Ministerio Nueva Creacion  
                              (MNC) - LH 
 
 

Thursday, February 12, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE - CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  5:45pm –6:45pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 
 

Friday, February 13, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
  8:30am –1:00pm Health Collective - LH/MR 
 

Saturday, February 14, 2026 
  9:00am –10:45am Grow With Me Music - Community Room 
  
Sunday, February 15, 2026 
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
Children's Sermon during worship - No Sunday School 
Visitor newsletter deadline 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:15am –2:30pm Fastnacht (Reservations Were Required) –  
                              Concordia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin Street, Manchester 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 

A message from Bishop Pipho… 
Join my online study on the “Faith & Civic Life” Social Statement on Thursdays in Lent 
beginning February 19 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
Faith & Civic Life teaches how our Lutheran witness to Jesus Christ can be lived out publicly 
in the world. This teaching document of the ELCA was recently approved at the 2025 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix and repudiates Christian Nationalism. A discussion of the 
ELCA social statement on Faith and Civic Life will be led by Bp. Nathan Bipho and Associate 
to the Bishop Mark Lingle.  Participants will learn more about foundational Lutheran 
theological and scriptural principles that move disciples past partisanship and into 
witnessing the love of Christ publicly in the world.  
I look forward to introducing the social statement to the New England Synod in five sessions 
during Lent. Register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZZm9Yk45Fx-
iQfDcIzCrr_P7a7X0EVUFvttPR-CwcERrYDg/viewform    
 

Holden Evening Prayer and Lectio Divina on Thursdays during Lent, beginning February 26th, at 
7:00 PM in the Community Room 
Throughout Lent, beginning on February 26th, we will offer Holden Evening prayer on Thursdays 
at 7 PM at Emanuel in the Community Room. After Holden Evening prayer, people are invited to 
stay as Bea teaches us how to explore Scripture using Lectio Divina. We hope you can join us! 
 

If your schedule doesn't allow for you to join us for Holden Evening Prayer at Emanuel on 
THURSDAY evenings during Lent, Concordia Lutheran Church (40 Pitkin Street, Manchester) will 
offer Holden Evening Prayer at 7 PM on WEDNESDAY evenings during Lent.  
  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZZm9Yk45Fx-iQfDcIzCrr_P7a7X0EVUFvttPR-CwcERrYDg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZZm9Yk45Fx-iQfDcIzCrr_P7a7X0EVUFvttPR-CwcERrYDg/viewform

