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From the Pastor 

“Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.” 
—Mary Oliver 

 
Those words from Mary Oliver are useful for not only living a life but also 
for living a life of faith too. A life of faith calls us to pay attention, and                
often when we do, we’re astonished to see the Spirit at work in surprising 
ways. Hopefully, it leads us to a place that we can’t help but tell others 
about it. 
 
As we enter the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday on February 22,                
I encourage you to pay attention to how the Spirit is at work in our                          
congregation, community and your life. And then to tell others about it.    
 
Even as we are in the season after Epiphany, I am still thinking about 
Pastor Ben Hogue’s Epiphany sermon where he said,                          
“The Magi responded with: willingness, observation, action, seeking  
guidance,  responding with gratitude, and deep listening and openness to 
the Spirit.”  
 

Willingness. Observation. Action. Seeking guidance.  
Responding with gratitude. Deep listening.  

Openness to the Spirit.  
 
Those movements of the travelers from the East are the same that we 
are called to as people of faith. They are the same movements that are a 
part of paying attention, being astonished, and telling about it. They are 
the same movements that we will need to engage together as a                   
community over the next year as we try to discern where the Spirit is     
calling Emanuel next. And all along we know that the Spirit is leading                  
the way.  
 
Peace to you and yours, 

Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

WINTER IS HERE  
We want you to know that if we get a big storm or have severe  
weather conditions, Emanuel will have any cancellations of our Sunday 
worship service on the television on WVIT – NBC 30;  WFSB – CBS 3; 
and WTNH – ABC 8, and on the church’s voicemail greeting.   
So please check before you come.  We want everyone to be safe. 

In-Depth Sunday Bible and Sermon Study with Vicar Ryan returns 

on February 5th at 11:15 AM in the Youth Room. 



Please remember that we have an AED (Automated external defibrillator) at Emanuel which 
is used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It's a sophisticated, yet                      
easy-to-use, medical device that can deliver an electrical shock, or defibrillation, to help the 
heart reestablish an effective rhythm. Our AED is located in the office hallway, just outside of 
the church office. Proceed down the ramp in the sanctuary, exit, and you’ll see it on                 
the wall directly in front of you.  
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Fastnacht, Ash Wednesday and Lent  
 

If you are serving as a Communion Assistant or Assisting Minister during Sunday                        
morning worship, please note that mask wearing is mandatory at this time for those                
serving the wafer, wine and grape juice in communion.  

Fastnacht Dinner with Traditional German Fare 
Sunday, February 19th at Concordia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin Street, Manchester 

Social Hour: 11:15 AM—12:30 PM (cheese and crackers, beer and wine) 
Dinner: 12:30 PM (roast pork, German potato salad, red cabbage, salad,                                           
applesauce, dessert) 
 

Suggested Donation: $13.00 per person. Payment should be made upon arrival at the event.  
Reservations are required no later than 2/12/23.  
If you would like to attend, please email Anne: aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org, along with the number 
of attendees from your family.  

We’ll worship together with Concordia Lutheran Church for Ash Wednesday, Lent and Holy Week 
 
Ash Wednesday—February 22 
7 PM at Concordia Lutheran Church 
40 Pitkin Street, Manchester 
 

Pr. Rolf Hedberg from Concordia will Preside  
Pr. Joanna will Preach 
 

For individuals who are not able to attend evening worship,                              
Pastor Joanna will be available in Emanuel’s Sanctuary from               
11 AM—1 PM for individual prayer and imposition of ashes. 
 
Midweek Lenten—Wednesday evenings March 1 — March 29 
March 1, 15, 29: Holden Evening Prayer worship via Zoom    
March 8, 22: Dinner Church (one at Emanuel, one at Concordia)   
 
 
Holy Week Worship Services will also be held in community         
together with Concordia Lutheran Church. Details will be  
shared in the March Visitor and upcoming Sunday bulletins. 

Welcome Emanuel’s new Music Director! 
 

Emanuel is pleased to announce that Jeff Sirois has accepted the position of Music            
Director at Emanuel. Jeff’s first Sunday with us will be February 12. Jeff currently is a 
music teacher and band director at Avon Middle School and previously was a music 
teacher and band director for 10 years at Berlin High School.  He brings a high level of 
enthusiasm and is a very skilled musician. Jeff is very personable and engaging and 
we’re sure he will be a valuable part of the Emanuel staff. 
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Stewarding Our Stories 
 By Teri Ferron 

For the sake of time, please believe me when I say that the events leading up to my mother ending up in a 
nursing home were brutal.  I was her caregiver for years and had her medical power of attorney and during 
this time I was taking very bad verbal abuse from her; I grew a callous around my heart; one that was 
weighting me down. Because of this, visiting her first in assisted living was difficult for me. When she ended 
up in a nursing home I would ask my brother to accompany me on visits  because when he was there all my 
mother saw was his glowing aura which made me invisible, which was fine with me – a win win all around. 
We would also stay for this medical report on her wellbeing that they would have every few months. My sister 
lived in Maryland & we would conference her in by phone during the meeting. At the time she had her hands 
full with her own husband’s illness. 

One Wednesday afternoon I was driving with a friend and we were discussing mom & how I was feeling 
about her situation. She said to me: “You really need to forgive your mother Teri; aren’t you ever going to  
forgive her?  - in my mind I was thinking that is easy for you to ask, you’re not dealing with any of it.  But I 
said NO.  At that moment I was not aware that God was playing such a direct role in my life. I think He knew I 
could be a better person. This was my Jesus take the wheel moment. The angel coming out of the sky to 
show you what life would be like if you were never born moment. Now my real faith story begins. 

The following Sunday I got a call from my brother telling me that he wouldn’t be able to make the visit or the 
medical meeting on Thursday. I had to go alone; I was in agony the rest of the week. On Thursday I drove to 
the nursing home and when I parked, I started to have a panic attack – rapid heartbeat, sweaty hands, I just 
could not do this, I wouldn’t be invisible. But I said a short prayer – Dear God I can’t do this alone, please 
help me. 

So, I found some courage and went inside, found mom and wheeled her into the day room, to my                
amazement she was really very talkative and happy to see me – even knew my name and names of other 
people from her church, inquiring about her grandchildren, asking all sorts of questions. Mom was back! After 
a while I was called into that meeting & I told her that I’d be back in a few minutes. She said say nice things 
about me. 

When I got back to her she was sitting in the hallway and I couldn’t quite grab her attention, I said Mom I’m 
back and she looks at me confused and says – who are you? I don’t know you. WHAT?? You did a few 
minutes ago, this isn’t funny Mom. But she still insisted that she didn’t know me, even when I prompted her 
with, I’m your daughter Teri. It’s one of the worst feelings in the world when your parent forgets you. I could 
see that she was trying to remember and then it clicked and she started crying and saying I’m sorry I do 
know you, I’m sorry, I’m sorry, I don’t want to be this way. It was a hot mess to say the least. I hugged her 
and told her everything was going to be ok, but Mom was hysterical at this point, and I was asked to leave so 
they could take her back to her room & medicate her. The nurses said this is expected, its normal. Well not 
for me it wasn’t. I ran out of there to my car and balled. I prayed for forgiveness and I forgave my mom; at 
that point I knew that she wasn’t responsible for what the dementia put in her head or out of her mouth.  I felt 
the callous on my heart break away and I felt so much lighter, free. I called my sister to tell her what just   
happened; we both had a good cry. 

I realized that God gave me a glimpse of the old mom by pulling away the dementia for just a few minutes, 
showing me that she’s still in there even though her mind was clouded.  

I realized that forgiveness is transforming & uplifting. 

I realized that God does listen to my prayers – the big ones and the little breath prayers for help. 

The Flower Chart is posted in the Office Hallway.   

Please sign up for Altar or Lectern Flowers to memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special occasion.              
You may also call the Church Office  at 860-643-1193 to check if a particular date is available.  

Please be sure to fill out a flower order form (located next to the sign up sheet). On the order form,                    
you can even designate the type and/or color of flowers that you prefer in the arrangement! 

Leave the form for Anne in the Church Office. She will order the flowers and Park Hill Joyce will send                   
the bill directly to your mailing address.  Altar flowers are $50 and Lectern flowers are $35.  
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 Events and Items of Interest 

Healing Prayer Sundays are held on the first 
Sunday of every month at Emanuel. 

On Healing Prayer Sundays we bless our prayer 
shawls. If you would like to bring one to someone in 
need, they are made available to sign out after               
worship. Personal healing prayer is offered to           
people who wish to receive it at the altar                                 
immediately following the postlude. 

Weekly Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10 AM in the library  

Women’s Breakfast  
Wednesday, February 15th   
8:30 AM at Evergreen Crossings 
in South Windsor  

Cost per person is $8.  

An RSVP to Lynne Gustafson: cgustafson01@snet.net          
is required by Tuesday, February 14th.   

Would you like to serve on Altar Guild in 2023? 

We would love to welcome new volunteers to help 
set-up and clean-up for worship. 

Altar Guild members are those who set-up and 
clean up for  Holy Communion. 
Training is offered and work is 
"behind the scenes" either Saturday 
mornings or Sunday after worship 
services. 

If you have questions or would like 
more information, please contact: 
Kim Boerner-Mercier: johnkim4@aol.com 

Worship volunteers are needed for our single, 
Sunday morning 10 AM worship service.  

 

We continue to need the following worship                    
volunteers each Sunday: four Communion                     
Assistants, one Lector, and four Ushers.  

 

A sign-up link is emailed out  weekly (if volunteers 
are needed). If you are able and willing to                  
volunteer, please use the electronic sign up.                            
All Sundays from now through March 2023 are                     
accessible through the one link. 

If you have difficulty signing up for a particular    
Sunday, Anne can sign you up. Just email Anne at 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org and let her 
know what date and what volunteer position you 
would like.  

REMINDER from the Parish Nurse:  
At this time of year when one starts to experience 
signs and symptoms of a respiratory illness, we    
often wonder could this be the flu, COVID or the 
common cold. The symptoms of these viruses are 
similar, and it is often hard to distinguish which one 
it is. So may I suggest, if you are not feeling well, 
but you feel obligated to take part in any of our 
church events, please feel free to stay home and 
take care of yourself. Often when one is              
coming down with an illness, the immune system is 
not working at its peak performance, and you may 
become vulnerable to other viruses or                   
pathogens. So, to protect yourself and others, 
please stay home and know that  you will certainly 
be welcomed back, as soon as you are               
feeling better.  

Please remember that you are always welcome 
to join worship LIVE on Zoom (a link is emailed 
out every Sunday morning at 8 AM) and a               
recording of the service is sent out later on 
Sunday, so you won’t miss anything if you need 
to stay home. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering 

  

We thank all of the makers of the prayer shawls – 
we really appreciate it.  We would love to see all of 
you at the next Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering 
which will be held on Monday, February 13, 2023 at 
9:30 a.m. in Luther Hall.  All are welcome! 

The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday,           

February 20th in observance of Presidents’ Day. 

The Church Office will be CLOSED on Friday,           
February 24th. 

mailto:cgustafson01@snet.net
mailto:johnkim4@aol.com
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REMINDER for Thrivent Members... 

The deadline to direct your 2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31, 2023. 
Any Choice Dollars that were earned in 2022 will EXPIRE on March 31. 

If you’d like help registering your account online or have any problems directing your 
Choice Dollars, please contact Ray Purtell, Emanuel’s Thrivent Coordinator by phone 
at (860) 228-2788 or email at Purt1015@gmail.com. 

mailto:Purt1015@gmail.com
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 Historical Notes 
  By Matt Heinrich 

Following the departure of the Reverend Dr. P. J. O. Cornell in June 1932, Emanuel called the Rev. Knut E. 

Erickson who arrived the very same month with his wife Luci and their four daughters. It is reported that           

during his tenure Emanuel slowly became more “Americanized” and Swedish had a less prominent role in the 

life of the church.  The number of services in Swedish were reduced to one each month.  

Pastor Erickson had many talents including those of a skilled fund raiser.  During his service at Emanuel 

from 1932 to 1939, the debt of the church was reduced from $14,000 to $5,000. This is particularly                     

significant since this was the period of the Great Depression that financially impacted the people of Emanuel 

as well as the nation and the world. 

Pastor Erickson’s wife is also remembered as a dynamic person who took a very active role in the church.  

She taught a Bible class, directed Sunday School pageants and sang with the choir.  She was instrumental in 

the introduction of the use of choir robes and made most of them.  In conjunction with Esther M. Johnson, 

she organized the Altar Guild which continues to serve Emanuel to this day. Under her influence, the Altar 

Guild did the elaborate needlepoint that adorns the altar rail and pastoral chairs that are still in use today.           

In addition, she also functioned as the Church Secretary and prepared letters as well as bulletins for services. 

As indicated above, Pastor Erickson was a skilled fund raiser and was financially astute.  This is shown in 

his taking the position of Comptroller of Augustana College upon his departure from Emanuel.  

After Pastor Erickson moved on, Emanuel was served by John Darrah a seminarian at Augustana College 

until Pastor Thorsten A. Gustafson arrived in October 1939.  

Helge Pearson who had served as the organist and Choir Director since 1924 left Emanuel in 1935. His 

younger brother, G. Albert Pearson followed him and served Emanuel for many years and provided continuity 

for Emanuel after the departure of Pastor Erickson in February 1939. G. Albert Pearson was also the Director 

of Music in the Manchester School System and not only enhanced the musical program at Emanuel he also 

greatly influenced the skills and appreciation for music of students in the schools as well as choral groups 

and glee clubs in the community.  G. Albert served as the Director of Music at Emanuel until 1945 when he 

took the same position at First Lutheran Church in New Britain. He returned to Emanuel in 1956 and                  

continued to serve until 1962. 
 

Additional information about the history of the Church will be provided in subsequent issues of The Visitor.       
If you have any questions or comments about the history of the Church or the extensive archive including 
newspaper clippings, photographs and objects, please contact me. I can be reached at fmheinrich@snet.net 
or by telephone at the number in the Church Directory. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring kicks off on Sunday, February 12th!  

After worship on the 12th, look for Sunday School children at each exit of the Sanctuary who will be holding large 

soup pots to collect your donations. We then invite you to support the Souper Bowl of Caring during the entire month 

of February! 
 

There are four different ways that you can donate: 

1) You can easily make a donation online on our website: emanuelmanchester.org/donate.  
2) You may mail a check to the Church Office at 60 Church Street, Manchester, CT 06040.  
3) You may stop by the church and drop your donation in the mail slot in the door by the ramp.  
4) You may drop your donation in the offering plate on any Sunday morning during the month.  
 

All donations will support MACC Charities in Manchester. 

Chicken eggs from Creative Living Community of Connecticut (CLCC) are for sale ($4.00 dozen) outside of the                  
Community Room every other Sunday after worship. For more information or to reserve eggs ahead of time,                                  

contact Jane Jauss (mjjauss@comcast.net).  

Archived copies of all 2022 Visitor newsletters are available on our website under the password protected                              
MEMBER ACCESS tab (pull down to "VISITOR NEWSLETTERS").  

mailto:fmheinrich@snet.net
file:///I:/Public%20Documents/Bulletins/Nov%2022%20-%20Nov%2023%20Year%20A/emanuelmanchester.org/donate
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Emanuel Staff  
(860) 643-1193 

 

 
Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 

pastorjoanna@emanuelmanchester.org  
Ext. 301 

 
Vicar Ryan Heckman 

vicarryan@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 303 

 
Danielle Berneski and Julie Kamp 
Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

familyministry@emanuelmanchester.org 
Ext. 304 

 
Nancy Whiton 

Administrative Assistant 
nwhiton@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 309 

 
Anne Heinrich 

Church Secretary 
aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org 

Ext. 300 

 
Kathy Hatch 

Property Supervisor 
Khatch4@gmail.com 

 
Barton Sattler 
Co-Treasurer 

barton.sattler@gmail.com 

 
Rosemary Johnson 

Co-Treasurer 
rcjohnson77@gmail.com 

 
Eric Carlson 

Financial Secretary 
eric.carlson4191@gmail.com 

 
Lynne Gustafson  

Parish Nurse 
cgustafson01@snet.net 

 
Berk Little and Kathy Rusch 
Worship Support Specialists 
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Coffee Hour Hosts  
A sign up sheet is posted in the office hallway.            
We would love to have Coffee Hour every Sunday in  
Luther Hall at 11 AM. Are you willing to host?               
The host is responsible for making the coffee and 
providing either individual, pre-wrapped treats or act 
as the “server” behind the banquet table to plate any 
items that are not individually wrapped. The host is also responsible for 
providing half & half, milk or cream as well as juice. 

Erika Meier  2/3 Linda Eckblom 2/17 

Katharina Michels 2/5 Mary Reuter  2/20 
Rodney Andersen 2/8 Matthew Heinrich 2/27 

Sylvia Hellstrom 2/11 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday: 10 AM—4 PM  

Friday: 10 AM—2 PM 

This is a great      
reminder for all of 
us. This graphic 
was sent to us from 
the NE Synod.  
 
Staff members of 
the synod as well as 
staff members of 
Emanuel will never 
ask for gift cards, 
money, a favor etc. 

Thank you to Lynne Pitney Goss and Dianne 
Rechel for filling in as our music leaders for         
worship as well as choir practices with the New         
Day  Singers and Anthem Choir. They both did        
an exceptional job and we are grateful for their               
leadership since Jun Lee’s departure in July.  
Thank you Pastor Joanna for finding them! 

It's been 50 amazing years of MACC! On January 13, 1973, Manchester Area Conference 
of Churches began with a mission: Building Partnerships To Break Cycles Of Poverty In 
Our Community. They look forward to continuing that mission for many years to come. 
They are so thankful to everyone who has helped MACC get to this momentous day. All 
year long, they will honor the past, embrace the present and all that they have 
achieved, and inspire the future so that the work may continue. Here's to 50 more 
years of kindness and community! 



Emanuel Lutheran Church 
60 Church Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 
 

 
 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 

To purchase tickets, visit: https://creativelivingcommunityofct.org/  

https://creativelivingcommunityofct.org/

