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Ascension of Our Lord                               10:00 AM                                          May 17, 2026 
 

Please rise, in body or in spirit, at the points indicated by *. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                            

                          

*Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

All: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

ONLINE  

This worship service is broadcast live on Zoom, recorded and the full worship service is uploaded to 
YouTube. In alignment with our safe church policy and with recommendation from the ELCA, anytime 
children are present in front of the camera, the recording device will blur faces.  

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Joanna.  
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Pastor: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Pastor: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn                     God Is Here!                                        ELW 526  

          
*Greeting 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All:  And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence 

intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring 

everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:      Amen.       
 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 

Luke writes: 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 

teach 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself 

alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 

Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have 

heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

not many days from now.” 

  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this 

power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 

in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he 

has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke.                        All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

44 Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand 

the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 

of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay 

here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 Then he led 

them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.              All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                     Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 
 

*Hymn of the Day                 Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song   ELW 403 

                        



5/17/26  5 

 

*Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

      he ascended into heaven, 

               he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

               and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

              the holy catholic church, 

              the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, 

              the resurrection of the body, 

              and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

AM:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

To the words: “Merciful God”, the congregation responds: “receive our prayer.” 

AM:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

All:  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Pastor:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:        And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn                       How Firm a Foundation                           ELW 796               

      
*Offertory Prayer 

Pastor:    Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

All:        Amen. 
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*Holy Communion 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.           All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

*Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Words of Institution               (not printed) 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

    trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Holy Communion 

Pastor:  Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion—if this is your first time receiving or your 500th time receiving.              

In this meal, Jesus meets us in and through the bread and wine. Communion will be offered in a 

continuous style in front of the altar as well as at the altar rail. We’ll commune the right side first, moving 

to the left side, starting with the front pews and moving towards the back. If you would like to receive 

communion at the altar rail, do so by using the center steps. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the 

altar rail. Please wait until the group is blessed and dismissed before going back to your seat by using 

the side steps that lead to the side aisles. If you are receiving in front of the altar, when you come forward, 

you will receive a wafer. We have a gluten free option available.  There will be a tray of cups of red wine 

and of white grape juice. After you drink the wine/juice, please dispose of your cup in the receptacles on 

the sides of the sanctuary. If you are unable to come forward, we are happy to bring communion to you. 

Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymns            Lamb of God  
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Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether                                                                        ELW 470  
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                                         ELW 484 

 
 

*Post Communion Prayer  

AM: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

All:  Amen. 

 
*Blessing        

Pastor: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

           Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,  

         and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

All:     Amen.

 



4/20/25 11 

 

*Sending Hymn             Crown Him with Many Crowns                         ELW 855   

 
 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
Postlude                                              

 
Please join us after worship for Coffee Hour downstairs in Luther Hall.  

During Coffee Hour, the RIC committee will host the program:  

“Scripture and Sexuality with Pastor Joanna”. All are welcome. Please join us! 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister: Ray Purtell 
Ushers: Pat Nelson, Richard Marsh, Ann-Linda Bray, Kurt Buescher  
Communion Assistants: Carol Kohl, Jeannine Johnson 
Lector: Kate Seyboth 
 

Altar Guild: Lisa Little, JaneMarie Galiette, Judy Polito 
 

  Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, sundaysandseasons.com, 2020-21 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under                              
  Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 

Music images and song selections in this bulletin are reprinted under one of the following licenses: One License #A-700300; CCLI #1857476;                                               
Augsburg Fortress Annual Hymn License # 45905 (Sundays and Seasons).  All Rights Reserved. 
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QR Code 

There is a QR code on the front cover of the bulletin and on small cards placed in the pews of the sanctuary. 

If scanned, the code will take you directly to Emanuel’s secure donation page. Once you are on the donation 

page, you can choose to designate your donation to a specific fund or the General Fund. We want to give 

people the option to easily donate online at any time.  
  

 
Emanuel’s family room space is available for Sunday morning guests!  

The family room is located on the lower level of the building directly across from the Sunday School room. 
For whatever reason, if you and your child/children need a quiet place to retreat to during worship, the 
family room is equipped with toys for the children and comfortable furniture for the adults. Worship can 
be streamed live, on Zoom through the TV in the family room. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, we would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card!  
Cards are located on the table in the narthex. If you need assistance, an usher can direct you. You can share 

your name, phone number and email with us as well as let us know if you have a prayer request that you would 

like printed on our prayer list, or if you would like to be added to our email communications list to receive our 

monthly newsletter and Friday Weekly Update emails. Cards can be left in the basket located next to the cards, 

given to an usher, or placed in the offering plate. 

 

Hearing Assistance devices are available in the lobby. Many people who have difficulty hearing, and even people 
attending worship who happen to sit in an audio “dead spot” in the sanctuary could benefit from using a Hearing 
Assistance device during the service. If you would like to give one a try, please ask an usher for assistance.  

 

Emanuel LUTHERAN CHURCH Staff 

Church Office:  860-643-1193                     

Joanna Hertzog Betkoski, Pastor  Jeff Sirois, Director of Music   

Anne Heinrich, Office Administrator  Katie Kurlak, Director of Family Ministries 

Donna Connolly, Parish Nurse                          Kathy Hatch, Property Supervisor   

Barton Sattler, Treasurer   Gail McGrath and Kathy Rusch, Co-Financial Secretaries  

      Berk and Lisa Little, Worship Support Specialists 

 

  
  

Special Offering Envelopes 
The Special Offering envelope for May is PROPERTY. If you would like to give to any of the special offerings 
in 2026, you can drop your check in the offering plate (or mail your check to the church office), made out 
the Emanuel Lutheran Church with the specific special offering listed on the memo line.  

 

Day of Pentecost Scripture Readings—Sunday, May 24, 2026: 

Acts 2:1-21 

Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit 

John 20:19-23 

The Spirit poured out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
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Congregational Getaway Weekend at Camp Calumet in NH  
August 21- 23, 2026 
We’re having an intergenerational getaway weekend at Camp Calumet on                                                    
August 21-23—our second one! The weekend will begin with Holden Evening                                      
prayer at 7 PM on Friday (it’s ok if you’ll be late!) and end with lunch on Sunday. We will have time to 
rest, explore the local area, swim, boat, worship and learn together. There will be time for adults to 
connect with one another and their faith and time for kids to hear the stories of God and God’s people. 
Just ask anyone who went last year—it’s fun!  

Please sign up in the narthex if you’re interested in going, fill out a registration form and return it to Pastor 
Joanna along with a $100 deposit. A check can be made out to Emanuel Lutheran Church with “Calumet 
Retreat” on the memo line or you may pay online: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4JY/home. 

Congregation Event hosted by Ruth Circle 
Saturday, May 23rd at 10 AM in Luther Hall 
Gather with the women of Ruth Circle to paint rocks for Emanuel’s Kindness Rock Garden.  
All supplies will be provided. 

Designated Giving to Disburse Funds 
Emanuel’s Designated Giving Committee will disburse funds from the Emanuel Memorial Fund 
in June 2026. If you would like to have your group and/or cause considered to receive funds, 
you must submit a request form to Anne Heinrich in the Church Office by Monday, June 1st.   
You can pick-up a Request Form in the Narthex or Church Office or print one from the link on 
the Friday Weekly Update. 
  

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4JY/home
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The Endowment Committee is pleased to announce they are accepting applications 
for distributions from Emanuel's four endowment funds: Christian Education, 
Extended Ministries, Music Endowment, and Structural Preservation.  
Interested applicants should follow guidelines found on page 2 of the application. Please 
also read page 2 of the application to ensure that you are requesting monies from the 
proper endowment fund. 
 
Applications should be typed and should be submitted electronically via email 
to aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org no later than Friday, June 12, 2026. 
 
The online application is available as a fillable PDF on the weekly update or in the email sent 
to Emanuel members on Wednesday, 5/13.  
  
If you are unable to fill out the application online and submit it electronically, printed copies 
of the application are available in the narthex and the church office. Handwritten 
applications can be given to Anne in the church office also by Friday, June 12th. 
 
Please note: Members of Emanuel should consider internal needs for Christian Education, 
Music, and Structural Preservation; members are welcome to share the Extended Ministries 
opportunity with external non-profits.  
 
Any specific questions regarding the endowment funds can be directed to Patrick 
Byrne: pbyrne810@gmail.com  
 

mailto:aheinrich@emanuelmanchester.org
mailto:pbyrne810@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events

Sunday, May 17, 2026  
Assisting Minister - Ray Purtell 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
11:30am –12:30pm RIC Education Event - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary 
  2:00pm –4:00pm Worcester Renaissance Music Group Rehearsal – CR 
 
Monday, May 18, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:30pm Music From the Heart Band rehearsal – MR 
 

Tuesday, May 19, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
  7:00pm –9:00pm Council Meeting - LH 
 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
  7:00pm –9:00pm Bible Study led by Ministerio Nueva Creacion  
                              (MNC) - LH 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 21, 2026  
CHURCH OFFICE: CLOSED 
10:00am –11:00am Bible Study - Library 
  5:45pm –6:45pm New Day Singers Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:00pm –8:30pm Anthem Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 
 
Friday, May 22, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE: OPEN 10 AM - 2 PM 
10:00am –12:00pm ACT – LH 

   
Saturday, May 23, 2026  
 9:00am –10:45am Grow With Me Music - Community Room 
10:00am –12:00pm Congregation Rock Painting  
                                with the Women of Ruth Circle - LH 
 
Sunday, May 24, 2026  
Assisting Minister - Beverly Niemann 
10:00am –11:00am Emanuel Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00am –12:00pm Emanuel Coffee Hour - LH 
  1:30pm –4:00pm Christ Church Worship Service - Sanctuary   
 


