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	NOTE OF ENCOURAGEMENT

	November 26 – December 9, 2018


What Do You Want?
Greetings, I55 Ladies:

There is a rather obscure passage in John’s gospel, in the very first chapter that I would like for us to take a close look at this week.  John, the writer of this gospel, is recording, among other things, the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptizer, here in this first chapter.  John, this cousin of Jesus, had been collecting disciples there at the Jordan river but was quick to point out that he himself was not the Messiah.  As soon as Jesus had been to John at that same river, John pointed Jesus out to many who stood there, and from that day onward, many followed Jesus instead of just staying to listen to John.  Two of those became Jesus’ closest friends and followed him that day.  One of them was Andrew.  We are not sure who the other was.  

So here we see Andrew and his companion stalking Jesus, following close behind the Master but not daring to approach Him yet.  We do not know how long they continued in this manner, but at some point, Jesus turned around to ask them a question.  This tells us that they had been trailing along in back of Jesus without engaging Him.  Why else would He feel the need to turn and confront them?  Obviously, Jesus knew they wanted to approach Him, speak with Him, question Him, but this apparently was somewhat intimidating to them, and they were having trouble deciding how to go about making that first contact.  John the Baptizer was no longer with them to explain this new guy to them.  They had been pointed in this direction and were now on their own.  What would that have been like?  What kinds of things were rolling around in their minds to ask Jesus?  “Jesus, can we ask you who you really are?  Can you tell us why you are here?  What is it we should know about you and what makes you so much better than John?  He seemed like he knew what he was doing.  Do you know more than he?”  Can you feel their consternation and hesitation?  How do they approach this man?  Where should their questions start?  How would this man respond to them?  

Jesus always knew what would happen, what had already occurred, and what was about to transpire.  He is and was fully God.  He knew that these guys were going to be part of His inner circle and spend the next three years following Him from place to place, witnessing all that would transpire in their world because He had come.  He also knew that all of this, though soon to be second nature for them to be part of his group and known as His friends, was so very scary and new to them and had never been part of their thinking before today.  So, in His gentle but straightforward way, He stops in the road, turns around to these two, and asks them, “What do you want?”

Now they must face their fears, swallow their indecision, and come up with a response that indicates that they do have interest in Him.  Can you feel their lack of preparedness in their response to this inquiry?  They were definitely not expecting this.  Can you see them looking at each other with quizzical glances and hands in the air?  “How are we going to answer this?  Do you want to take this one or should I?”  What would that have been like to be face to face with the Messiah and He wants to know what I want?  Their response seems hasty and off the cuff, “Where are you staying?”  Really?  This is what these guys need to know about Jesus?  It appears to be an awkward reply, but perhaps that is my modern mindset interjecting ideas on their far away Palestinian life.  Andrew’s response might indicate that they are wanting to see what Jesus is all about and join Him in the journey.  It would actually be a start for them of a glorious adventure, even though it was all the answer they could muster at the time.  Jesus tells them to come along, and He will show them where He is staying.  

That question of Jesus’ to Andrew and his companion has haunted me all week long.  “What do you want?”  What do I really need from Jesus?  What would be uppermost in my mind if He stopped in His tracks, turned around to look pointedly at me and asked me that question?  How would I respond?

I want to know of God Himself.  This is what I want, Jesus.  How is that possible?  Well, as we note that Jesus told these same disciples a little later in this same gospel account, if you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.  To know Jesus is to know God.


“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really know me, you will know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.’  Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’  Jesus answered:  ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.’ ”
(John 14: 6 – 9) 
We no longer walk with Jesus as these guys did, but we can see Jesus and see the Father through the Bible that we now possess, full of His words, His teachings, and His miracles.  May we spend time each day reading this all important book and meditating on the timeless wisdom therein in order to know Him.

I want to know who I am and why I am here.  This is also what I want, Jesus.  How do I get a clue as to who I am and what my purpose here on earth is?  The more time I spend in God’s word and down on my knees in His presence, the more I am convinced that I do, in fact, have some purpose on this earth at this time in history.  I begin to know deep within my being that He is doing something through my life that will come to light some day and will make sense.

I want to know that my children walk in truth.  This is the real beat of my mother’s heart, Jesus.  How is this accomplished and will I live to see it?  You know all things.  You know I absolutely want this.  In fact, You know that I want nothing else above this.  I can relate so very well to the short book of third John, as the writer explains about his joy in noting that the children he has in the faith bring him joy in their obedience.  


“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.  It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it.  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”   (III John 2 – 4) 

So, I will continue the good fight on my knees until this final and all important want of mine is satisfied or until there is no more breath left in this body.  I hope that you all will join with me in continuing the battle to see that our precious children walk faithfully in truth.  I also hope that you will spend some time thinking about how you might answer Jesus’ question if He stopped to ask you the same.
In Him,

Dianne  
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