ISAIAH 55 PRAY-ERS PRAYER GUIDE

November 16 – 30, 2015
SCRIPTURE PRAYER EXAMPLE

Scripture prayer for a daughter’s confidence, validation, and security to be in Christ – using Ephesians 3:16-19:
Father, I pray that out of Your glorious riches, You may strengthen [insert name] with power through Your Spirit in her inner being, so that Christ may dwell in her heart through faith. And I pray that she, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that she may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of You.  In Jesus' Name, Amen.
YOUR PRAYER TIME

PRAISE:  First take time to praise the Father, Son, and Spirit and bring thank offerings.  Psalm 100:4 tells us to “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”  
[We offer video links to music that we find worshipful.  Unfortunately, some are prefaced with an advertisement that we do not endorse and at times may be distasteful.  We suggest that you click to skip any advertisements.]

Week 1:  Read Zechariah 4:11-14.  Last prayer guide, we peered into the first half of Zechariah 4, and I can’t leave without peering into the latter, for its rich insights have stirred my soul.  Haggai and Zechariah were both prophets during the time God called the Babylonian captives to re-settle in Jerusalem and re-build the Temple.

So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet

and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished building the temple … (Ezra 6:14)
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God used these prophets to stir up the hearts of Joshua, anointed to serve as high priest, and Zerubbabel, anointed to lead the rebuilding project.  These are “the two who are anointed to serve the LORD of all the earth.”  The word anointed here is made up of two Hebrew words, one meaning ‘son or descendant’ and the other meaning ‘to crush olives, make oil.’  In other words, these were ‘Sons of Oil,’ or ‘oily ones.’  

Don’t miss the extraordinary imagery of this vision.  First, see how there was talk in Heaven about these Sons of Oil.  These oily ones had submitted to the Lord’s crushing, to His distilling of their lives, such that what was pressed from their existence was “golden oil.”  Distilled out were the impurities; distilled from were lives that were pure, potent, and powerful for the completing of God’s work. 

Two oily prophets and two oily servant-leaders were stirred up, and God’s will was accomplished miraculously here on earth.

The LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel … and the spirit of Joshua … (Haggai 1:14)

What work is He stirring you up to do?  No task is too small or insignificant, too great or insurmountable.  If it is important enough for God to reach from Heaven to stir your heart here on earth, then it is an essential Kingdom work.  Oil represents God’s Spirit, and His Spirit lives in us.  So then we are Daughters of Oil, and when surrendered into His hands, every calling on our lives, every purpose of God will be backed by His Spirit.

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty. (Zechariah 4:6)
Father, we welcome Your distillation of our lives, until You have filtered out all “other-loves” and until Your Spirit presses from our lives the purified, golden, “first-love” of Jesus Christ.  Amen, so be it.

POSTSCRIPT – Yesterday, God took home my husband’s nephew, Chad, at 40 years of age – beloved of his sweet wife; worshipped by his two young daughters; a teacher admired by his students; a follower of Jesus Christ; a gentle giant, standing 6’8”; an infectious laugh; a broad genuine smile; a man of humility; a heart the size of Texas; arms that wrapped around you, and you knew you’d been hugged.  Tears wash over my soul this morning and distill so many things from my life, things that don’t matter … at all … and bring into focus the few things that do and should.  Oh how I will miss this gentle giant of a man, until the day those big arms welcome me into my Father’s house.

In Him, Anita
· Let It Be Jesus, Christy Nockels https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2h9Hm9JZho 
Week 2:  Read Luke 7:36-50.

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous of men.” (Romans 1:18)
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has shown. 
But whoever has been forgiven little loves little." (Luke 7:47)
Last week we had our friend, Lenka, over for Bible study. We’ve been reading and discussing Scripture with her for over 3 years, and she’s not yet a Christian. That’s been hard for me to understand. I know that God’s Word never comes back void, and we’ve been sowing it in her heart faithfully but still she resists. WHY? What’s the problem? How can she not love this God we’ve told her about? How can she continue to resist the grace offered? I think we got a little insight this week. 

We were reading from Luke 7 about the sinful woman who was forgiven. As we discussed how we identify with that woman in the story, Lenka couldn’t understand. We aren’t prostitutes, we’re good people. When we explained (again) about sin and how it pervades each of us and makes our good deeds as filthy rags before Christ, Lenka balked. I mean, she was polite about it, but she really doesn’t see herself as a sinner in need of grace. She sees herself as a good, decent, hard-working, loyal, compassionate person—which is all true. 
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She would probably not argue that she is that way, because she is made in God’s image. And she would agree that there are people in the world that are bad, in need of saving. But she is not. 

No wonder she hasn’t yet bowed the knee. She can’t love God, because she hasn’t been forgiven. And she can’t be forgiven, because she won’t ask, because she can’t see herself as someone in need.  Pride! Now I know exactly how to pray for Lenka. Would you join me? Pray for Lenka to see her own sin—to be devastated by herself. 

And take a minute to reflect on your own heart. Contemplate for a minute how destitute you would be without God. I was reminded Sunday at church that when Scripture says that we are saved, we need to remember what we’re saved from: from sin and self, yes, but also from God. We are saved FROM HIS WRATH. Our sin is ugly, and we are desperate without His grace. We forget that sometimes, because we clean up pretty well. God’s grace makes us beautiful, but we must never forget from where we’ve come. 

Imagine yourself as that woman—undone because of her sin and her love for Jesus, humble to the point of humiliation. How long has it been since you’ve felt that awe at God’s grace, since you’ve been overwhelmed with gratitude that you are forgiven? Spend a few minutes there today—at Jesus’ feet, humble and forgiven. 

Praying for you today, Karen
· Love Ran Red, Chris Tomlin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zev5tHjCB_s 

THANKSGIVING:  Honor God by remembering His blessings and recall answered prayers.  “He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God.”   Psalm 50:23
CONFESSION:  Now take time to allow the Spirit to counsel your heart to prepare you to come before the throne.  Isaiah 59:2 states “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  But I John 1:9 states “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  
INTERCESSION:  Lastly, know that the LORD delights when we come with bold prayers before His throne.  He awaits our prayers.  Hebrews 4:14-16.
Thank you for your faithful prayers.  Revelation 5:8 – “And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”
PRAY-ERS SCHEDULE 
Remember to pray for the other mothers on their prayer days.
Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:


Saturday:

“PRAYER DOES NOT FIT US FOR THE GREATER WORKS; PRAYER IS THE GREATER WORK.”  
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