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	PRAYER GUIDE

	August 31 – September 13, 2020


SCRIPTURE PRAYER EXAMPLE

Scripture prayer for a son to live a life surrendered to God the Father, using Acts 20:24:
Father, I pray that my son [insert name] would not count his life dear unto himself, so that he might finish his course with joy, and the ministry received of the Lord Jesus – to testify the gospel of Your grace. In Jesus Name.
YOUR PRAYER TIME

PRAISE:  First take time to praise the Father, Son, and Spirit and bring thank offerings.  Psalm 100:4 tells us to “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.”  
[We offer video links to music that we find worshipful.  Unfortunately, some are prefaced with an advertisement that we do not endorse and at times may be distasteful.  We suggest that you click to skip any advertisements.]
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Week 1: Read Acts 14.  We find in this passage, Paul and Barnabas on the God-appointed, Spirit-anointed gospel trail – full of excitement, their lives threatened at every stop, yet onward they pressed.  They were persecuted and expelled from Pisidian Antioch, escaped a plot to stone them at Iconium, and then Paul was stoned and left for dead outside Lystra … but not before rising in influence at each stop.  We find them going from heroes, Mercurius and Jupiter, to zeros in a day, or as Matthew Henry says, “to-day Hosanna, to-morrow Crucify; to-day sacrificed to, to-morrow sacrificed.”1  Praise God that before expulsion, persecution, and stoning, the word of God took root and spread in each vicinity.

The climaxing drama in the story tells us that Paul and Barnabas made treks back through these areas in order to strengthen the disciples and encourage them to remain true to the faith.  On the surface, neither Apostle seems a poster child for encouragement – their message was not candy coated; there was no positive-spin, feel-good exhortations.  Instead, their counsel to the new converts was, “we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”  

Intrigued by their “encouragement,” I pulled every commentary on Acts off the shelves looking for expositors’ insight on this passage.  Not one, not two, but three modern-day commentators blew right past their message, though one made mention that the freedoms enjoyed by the western world can cause us to forget the high price paid by others.  However, when I went back in time to two expositors whose hardships were closer to the experience of the Apostles than ours in the western world, I found pages and pages of commentary on their imploring message.

They returned, and went over their work again, watering what they had sown… But is this the way to confirm the souls of the disciples, and to engage them to continue in the faith? One would think it would rather shock them, and make them weary. No… it will help to confirm them, and fix them for Christ… It is true we must go by the cross, but it is as true that if we keep in the way, and do not turn aside nor turn back, we shall go to the crown, and the believing prospect of this will make the tribulation easy and pleasant.
 ~Matthew Henry
The virtue of constancy is so rare. Therefore, to the end we may persist even unto the end, we must be prepared for war… Therefore, let us remember, first, that this condition is set down for us, that we suffer many tribulations; yet let us also remember to add this, to mitigate the bitterness thereof, that by them we be brought unto the kingdom of God… encourage the godly, that they faint not under the burden of the cross.
 ~John Calvin
The expositors’ counsel is good, as was the Apostles.  To that end, we pray that our sons and daughters will not turn aside or turn back but bear their cross, faint not under its burden, and go on to their crown.  God grant us persistence as mothers, with knees to the ground and eyes on the Kingdom, as we pray them through many hardships.
In Him, Anita
· Dawn, Rebecca St. James, feat. Luke Smallbone https://youtu.be/Nw5TQ9R6hqA 
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Week 2:  Read Proverbs 3:5-8.  Trust God with all your heart. Do not lean on your own understanding. Acknowledge God in every circumstance. Don’t think that you are smarter than God.

These are simple instructions, but we mess them up every time. How many times have you prayed, not asking God to accomplish His will, but instructing God about what you want him to do to fix your problem? 

“Please God keep my daughter from pain, keep my father from dying, keep my husband from losing his job…” They seem like good prayers. But what if we instead prayed, “God accomplish your will in this situation; do what you think is best; we trust you even if it means pain and death and hardship.” 

We never want to make the mistake of thinking because we are praying Scripture over our children that it is some magic formula that manipulates God into doing what we want. Prayer, in its truest form, isn’t asking God for blessings, but it is an act of worship whereby we humbly sit before God and ask Him to align our will with His. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” It’s a basic of what we know, but in the moment, we forget and often think of God as a Santa Clause or a genie in a bottle. 

A great example of this is Hezekiah—a good king in Judah’s history, but like all the kings he had his weaknesses too. In II Kings 18-20 (read it if you have time, it’s a good story) we read about his victories and his failures. In Chapter 20 he was just coming out of a great victory and God revealed to him that he was going to die. This upset Hezekiah, and he prayed and asked God to heal him. God did this—granted him 15 more years on the earth. That seems great, but it ended up being a bad thing. 

In those 15 years he let pride take control of his life, and he sinned greatly, bringing future ruin on his children and his people. II Chronicles 32:25 gives us insight into Hezekiah’s problem, “But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem.” 
How much better would it have been for Hezekiah’s family and people if he had died when God said it was time? Hezekiah wasn’t seeking for a longer life to serve God; he was seeking a longer life to bring glory to Himself. In fact, when God tells him that his actions will bring death and destruction for his descendants, his response is, “Then said Hezekiah … Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in MY days?” (II Kings 20:19) 

Look at the contrast of Hezekiah to Paul. Philippians 1:20b-21 says, “in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Paul’s main focus was on glorifying God, not on his own personal happiness. 

As I pray over children this week, I want to remember that God is sovereign in their lives, and He knows what is best for them. Yes, I want to see them happy and doing well, but even more, I want their lives to be a display of God’s glory. Sometimes that means walking through hard times and learning some hard lessons. Help me, God to desire Your glory above the glory of my children. Help me to trust in Your will for their lives.
In Him, Karen
· I Asked the Lord that I Might Grow, Sovereign Grace Music https://youtu.be/-44GH3NhdIA 

THANKSGIVING:  Honor God by remembering His blessings and recall answered prayers.  “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.”  Psalm 50:23
CONFESSION:  Now take time to allow the Spirit to counsel your heart to prepare you to come before the throne.  Isaiah 59:2 states “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”  But I John 1:9 states “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
INTERCESSION:  Lastly, know that the LORD delights when we come with bold prayers before His throne.  He awaits our prayers.  Hebrews 4:14-16.
Thank you for your faithful prayers.  Revelation 5:8 – “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.” 
PRAY-ERS SCHEDULE 
Remember to pray for the other mothers on their prayer days.
Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:


Saturday:

“PRAYER DOES NOT FIT US FOR THE GREATER WORKS; PRAYER IS THE GREATER WORK.”  

By:  Oswald Chambers
� Matthew Henry’s Commentary, by Matthew Henry, Volume 6 – Acts to Revelation, Pages 148-149


� Calvin’s Commentaries, Volume XIX, Acts 14-28 – Romans 1-16, Pages 24-26
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