
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



GIVE YOUR PASTOR THE GIFT OF PRAYER THIS CHRISTMAS 

 

We consider it an honor to share with you this Gift of Prayer, to 

equip you and your church to pray for your pastor(s).  No other 

profession has such a difficult and demanding job, or higher 

calling, than do pastors.   

 

Your pastor will be as successful in ministry as the church is 

committed to praying for him, so use this Gift of Prayer or simply 

use the idea and develop your own.  Only pray!   

 

God’s blessing on you and your church as you pray together for His 

anointed. 

 

Compliments of: 

Isaiah 55 Pray-ers, i55pray.org, and 

Grace Christian Fellowship, gracecfonline.org  

 
 

Scripture used in The Gift of Prayer is from the New International Version unless 

otherwise noted 

  

http://www.i55pray.org/
http://www.gracecfonline.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

“PRAYER DOES NOT FIT US FOR THE GREATER WORKS; 

PRAYER IS THE GREATER WORK.” 

~ Oswald Chambers 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

Matthew 21:13  

“It is written,” he said to them, “My house will be called a house of 

prayer.”  

 

A prayer that God would make His house, a house of prayer: 

Father, thank you that my pastor values and prioritizes prayer.  I pray for 

prayer itself, that You would incline his heart all the more to make us a 

house of prayer.  For You did not call Your house, a house of worship or a 

house of teaching and preaching.  You called Your house, a house of 

prayer.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“When God’s house on earth is a house of prayer, then God’s house in 

Heaven is busy and all potent in its plans and movements, then his earthly 

armies are clothed with the triumphs and spoils of victory, and his enemies 

defeated on every hand.” ~E.M. Bounds 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Haggai 2:7  

And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I 

will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.  

 

Scripture prayer for Jesus to be the chief desire of the heart, 

using selections from Haggai: 

O Desire of Every Nation, Jesus Christ, be the desire of my pastor. Be his 

strength. Fill him with Your Spirit. As Your chosen vessel, may he plant 

and harvest much; live not for the gold and silver of this world but for the 

Kingdom that will come; that every expectation would be in his God, in the 

LORD Almighty. Let Your voice be heard in every message sent to him. 

And give to us, the church, hearing ears and receptive hearts. O Desire of 

Every Nation, be the desire of our hearts. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

 

Haggai 1:14 

So the LORD stirred up the spirit of … the whole remnant of the people. 

 

  



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 

Psalm 90:1-12  

[A prayer of Moses the man of God] 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

    throughout all generations. 

Before the mountains were born 

    or you brought forth the whole world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn people back to dust, 

    saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 

A thousand years in your sight 

    are like a day that has just gone by, 

    or like a watch in the night… 

Teach us to number our days, 

    that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

 

Scripture prayer for times of quietness before the Lord, based 

on Psalm 46:10 and Psalm 90:1-4,12: 

Father, may my pastor be still before You; in quietness, dwell in Your 

presence; and be filled with the sheer marvel and pure wonder that before 

the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, You were 

and will be God from everlasting to everlasting! Life is fleeting, and men 

return to dust; a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just 

gone by or like a watch in the night.  That there may be no areas of spiritual 

despondency in my pastor’s life, teach him to number his days and grant 

him a heart of wisdom.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 

Isaiah 11:2-3a  

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 

and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

 

Scripture prayer for the filling of the Spirit, using Isaiah 11:2,9: 

Father, thank you that Jesus was the perfect fulfillment of these promises, 

that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on him. And so, we ask that you 



would fill our pastor with Your Spirit – the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of 

wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit 

of the knowledge and fear of the Lord. May he heed every unction of Your 

Spirit. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Psalm 84:5-7  

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 

    whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 

As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 

    they make it a place of springs; 

    the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 

They go from strength to strength, 

    till each appears before God in Zion. 

Ezekiel 47:9,12  

Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will 

be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the 

salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live… Fruit trees 

of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not 

wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because 

the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food 

and their leaves for healing. 

 

Prayer for Christ’ life to flow, bringing life into every situation, 

with thoughts from Psalm 84:5-7 and Ezekiel 47:9,12: 

Father, wherever You are, there is life.  Wherever Your sons and daughters 

are, there is life, because the life of Christ flows through us.  So, for my 

pastor, I pray that Your life flowing through him would bring life even into 

places of weeping and desolation [Valley of Baka], turning them into places 

of springs, covered with pools.  May he set his heart on pilgrimage and go 

from strength to strength until the day he appears before You, the Lord his 

God. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“Those are happy whose highest ambition it is to have God as the guide of 

their life, and who therefore desire to draw near to him… Whoever then 

has learned how great a blessedness it is to rely upon God, will put forth all 

the desires and faculties of his mind, that with all speed he may hasten to 

Him.” ~John Calvin 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Psalm 25:14 (KJV) 

The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them 

his covenant. 

 

“If we love Him, fear Him, and obey His Word, He will draw near to us and 

share His plans with us. ‘Secret’ in verse 14 means ‘intimate conversation, 

plans and purposes’ … As we ‘walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,’ 

we develop a close fellowship with Him and better understand His ways.” 

~Warren Wiersbe 

 

Proverbs 3:32  

For the LORD detests the perverse but takes the upright into his 

confidence. 

 

Scripture prayer for God’s intimate plans and purposes to be 

revealed and gladly obeyed, using Jeremiah 23:22; Psalm 24:4; 

John 15:16: 

Father, I pray that our pastor would stand in Your council [in stillness, 

wait before You] that he might be fully prepared to effectively proclaim 

Your words to us, Your people. Let Your words pour through him like a 

sieve, onto us, that we might hear the word of the Lord and turn from 

every evil way and from every evil deed. Pour through him first; let Your 

intimate plans be revealed. Then pour onto Your people, making us into a 

people with clean hands and pure hearts, effective in ministry, and bearing 

“fruit that will last.” We ask this in the name of Your Son, whom we desire 

to exalt, Jesus, Amen. 

 

John 15:15-16  

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose 

me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 

Father will give you. 

 

  



WEEKEND PRAYER, DECEMBER 7-8 

Isaiah 42:14-17 [Prophecy of the Messiah and His kingdom] 

“For a long time I have kept silent, 

    I have been quiet and held myself back. 

But now, like a woman in childbirth, 

    I cry out, I gasp and pant. 

I will lay waste the mountains and hills 

    and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn rivers into islands 

    and dry up the pools. 

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 

    along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 

I will turn the darkness into light before them 

    and make the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do; 

    I will not forsake them. 

But those who trust in idols, 

    who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 

    will be turned back in utter shame.” 

 

Scripture prayer for the glory of God to prevail, with thoughts 

from Isaiah 42:14-17: 

Father, how can we imagine the transition from the earthly kingdoms as 

we know them to one Kingdom with one ruler, Jesus the Messiah?  Yet, as 

in a woman’s travail, You will come and bring down every stronghold, 

remove the devil’s kingdom, and Jesus’ earthly rule will be established.   

Even now, You are equally enthroned in power as You will be on that Day, 

so we petition You, our King, asking that You would bring down every 

stronghold that exists in us or in the heart of our pastor.  Any area where 

the enemy’s seeds have been planted or his work remains undetected, we 

ask that light be disbursed on the darkness, until the last idol of every heart 

is exposed and crucified, jealous for the glory of Your name. 

Then lead our pastor to lead Your people in the paths established for us as 

a church, though they be unknown to us, unfamiliar, and with unsteady 

footing, that Christ be formed in us and His work accomplished indeed.  In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

  



Galatians 4:18 

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until 

Christ is formed in you. 

Colossians 1:27 

To them God has chosen to make known … Christ in you, the hope of 

glory. 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 

Colossians 1:27; 2:20; 3:1-4; 4:17 

Christ in you, the hope of glory… 

Since you died with Christ… 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ… 

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory… 

See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord. 

 

Scripture prayer to complete the work of the ministry, in Christ, 

using Colossians 3:1-4: 

Father, because our pastor, Your servant, has been raised with Christ, I 

pray that he will set his heart on things above, where Christ is seated at 

Your right hand. May he set his mind on things above, not on earthly 

things. For he has died, and his life is now hidden with Christ in You. And 

when Jesus, who is his life, appears, he will also appear with Christ in 

glory. Strengthen and equip him in every way in order to finish the work, 

his commissioning that he received in Christ, the works prepared in 

advance for him to do. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Galatians 2:20  

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 

John 17:20-23 [Jesus’ Prayer for All Believers] 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 

me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as 



you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you 

gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—

so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 

that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 

 

Scripture prayer for the core message of the Gospel to be 

preached, using Romans 13:11-14:1 and 1 Corinthians 2:2: 

Father, I pray your blessing and anointing on my pastor as he leads us, 

Your people.  Help us to understand the present time, to wake up from our 

slumber, because our salvation is near. The night is nearly over; the Day is 

almost here. Therefore, may he and all of us be clothed with the Lord Jesus 

Christ; think not on how to gratify the desires of the flesh; strengthen those 

whose faith is weak; and refrain from quarreling over disputable matters.  

And may he resolve to preach and Your people resolve to know this one 

thing – Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine 

in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed 

in the face of Christ. 

James 1:17 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 

of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

 

Scripture prayer for God’s glory to shine through, based on 2 

Cor. 4:6 and James 1:17: 

O Father of light, creator of light, Who made light to shine in the darkness, 

Whose light was displayed in the face of Christ and now shines through the 

church, we pray for Your glory to be displayed in the life of our pastor, as 

well as through our lives, Your saints. May Jesus be evident and on display 

today. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“[God] can penetrate the deepest darkness, throw light into the darkest 

cells. And when light shines in, darkness flees. There is nothing else it can 

do!” ~John Phillips 

 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 

Romans 9:31-32; 10:2-3 

But the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of righteousness, 

have not attained their goal. Why not? Because they pursued it not by 

faith but as if it were by works… For I can testify about them that they 

are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they 

did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, 

they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 

 

Scripture prayer to preach Jesus, using Romans 10:9-13: 

Father, I pray that my pastor would declare the Word of God and the 

means of salvation clearly to a generation with much talk of God but not 

based on knowledge. May he preach Jesus – that if men declare with their 

mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in their hearts that God raised Him 

from the dead, they will be saved. For it is with the heart men believe and 

are justified, and it is with the mouth that men profess their faith and are 

saved. For anyone who believes in Jesus will never be put to shame. Jesus 

is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him. Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved. Amen. 

 

“They sought, but not in the right way… Not by faith, not by embracing the 

Christian religion, and depending upon the merit of Christ, and submitting 

to the terms of the gospel.” ~Matthew Henry 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Luke 15  

[The Parable of the Lost Sheep] 

4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t 

he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 

until he finds it?... 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.” 

[The Parable of the Lost Coin] 

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?... 10 

In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 

of God over one sinner who repents.” 



[The Parable of the Lost Son] 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger 

one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he 

divided his property between them… 24 For this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.” 

 

Scripture prayer for Jesus’ heart for the lost, based on thoughts 

from Luke 15: 

Father, what greater joy could we have or our pastor than to celebrate a 

lost soul coming to Christ?  Grant my pastor such a heart and keep this 

theme central in the body of our church – to be like the good shepherd, 

and the woman searching, and the father waiting – to search out the lost, 

to have a heart like Jesus. In His Name, Amen. 

 

WEEKEND PRAYER, DECEMBER 14-15 

Psalm 24:3-4 

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? 

    Who may stand in his holy place? 

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

    who does not trust in an idol 

    or swear by a false god. 

 

Prayer for revival based on thoughts from Psalm 24: 

Father, how I desire to see a time in our day where darkness is arrested 

and the flooding light of Your presence prevails – at church, in homes, 

businesses, and government!  Prepare the heart of my pastor for such a 

time of revival, and all of us, Your people, as well – that we might seek 

after You until our hands are clean and hearts are pure and idols of the 

heart are evicted … that we might be swept into the current of Your revival, 

until our neighbors, town, and region have been influenced by and won for 

Christ.  Grant me this desire of my heart, I pray.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Matthew 5:8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” 

  



MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Job 40:2-5 

“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? 

    Let him who accuses God answer him!” 

Then Job answered the Lord: 

“I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? 

    I put my hand over my mouth. 

I spoke once, but I have no answer— 

    twice, but I will say no more.” 

 

Prayer for our pastor to be used in this generation, that God 

desires to see saved: 

Father, speak through my pastor to a generation that needs to know Truth, 

before they face their Maker. Scripture records the response of those who 

faced their Creator. They: 

• Put their hands over their mouths, speechless (Job 40:4); 

• Fell at Jesus’ feet as though dead (Revelation 1:17); 

• Fell facedown (Ezekiel 1:28) to the ground (Acts 9:4); and 

• Cried, “Woe to me!... I am ruined!” (Isaiah 6:5) 

Speak boldly to this generation through my pastor, that they might 

understand that without Jesus, they are: 

• Children of the devil (1 John 3:10); 

• Desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9); 

• Storing up wrath against themselves for the day of God’s wrath 

(Romans 2:5); 

• For no one can see the Kingdom of God unless they are born again 

(John 3:3). 

Prepare my pastor for every work that You prepared in advance for him to 

do, that this generation might be saved.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 

Psalm 118:15-23  

Shouts of joy and victory 

    resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 

The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 



    the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!” 

I will not die but live, 

    and will proclaim what the LORD has done… 

This is the gate of the LORD  

    through which the righteous may enter. 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

    you have become my salvation. 

The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 

the LORD has done this, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

Scripture prayer for Jesus to be made know in this generation, 

with thoughts from Psalm 118:15-23: 

Father, this generation needs to know Jesus, the stone the builders 

rejected, the cornerstone, but the spiritual blindness and darkness seem so 

impenetrable. The gate is open; the way of salvation is marvelous; mighty 

things You are willing to do. By Your Spirit, usher in a spiritual awakening, 

and strategically place my pastor in the center of Your will. Move, we pray, 

until we see Your marvelous works and these words spring from our 

mouths, “The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lords’ right hand has 

done mighty things!” In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 

Isaiah 43:18-21 

“Forget the former things; 

    do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! 

    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

    and streams in the wasteland… 

to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

    the people I formed for myself 

    that they may proclaim my praise.” 

 

Scripture prayer for God to gain glory through our church, with 

thoughts from Isaiah 43:18-21: 

Father, we marvel at this passage in Isaiah 43 and long to see You do a new 

thing. To see the wells of the Lord spring up in our day is an often 



unverbalized longing in our hearts. Your Word says, the pure in heart shall 

see God, and he who has clean hands and a pure heart acquires Your 

audience. Oh Father, may we verbalize these longings, step up in fasting 

and prayer, and ask for a fresh work of Your Spirit, for there is glory to be 

gained, Your glory.  

With surrendered heart, position my pastor in wisdom and leadership to 

follow the leading of Your Spirit. May he lead us, Your people, to call on 

You, to honor You with great faith, and to live expectantly.  If we believe 

little, and ask little, little shall be returned. And what glory is that to You? 

We were formed, given life and breath, for one purpose – to declare Your 

glory. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Isaiah 44:8 

“You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 

    No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 

Exodus 17:12-16  

When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him 

and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one 

on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua 

overcame the Amalekite army with the sword… Moses built an altar and 

called it The LORD is my Banner [Jehovah-Nissi]. He said, “Because 

hands were lifted up against the throne of the LORD, the LORD will be at 

war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.” 

 

Prayer to unite in prayer for our pastor for the sake of this 

generation, with thoughts from Exodus 17:12-16: 

Father, we stand together in prayer, lifting up the hands of our pastor. We 

desire the victory that comes to those who pray, who lift up holy hands in 

prayer. Against the evil one’s war being waged for this generation, we lift 

our pastor’s hands and ours. We cannot lose this generation for lack of 

prayer. Make us a house of prayer. Renew our tears for the lost. Revive us, 

O Father. Spread Your banner over this generation and prime them for a 

spiritual awakening, this generation that has exhausted itself searching for 

purpose and meaning. And all they need is Jesus, in Whose Name we pray, 

Amen. 

 



“A changed world begins with us … and a changed us begins when we 

pray.” ~Eugene Peterson 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 

2 Timothy 3:17  

So the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 4:5  

Do the work of an evangelist. 

 

Scripture prayer for faithfulness in the ministry, based on 2 

Timothy 3:5, 4:1-5,17; Philippians 2:15-16:  

Father, we give thanks for our pastor, Your servant, whom You have 

equipped for the work of the ministry.  In view of Jesus’ appearing and His 

coming kingdom, may our pastor be faithful to preach the Word, season 

after season – amid a crooked and warped generation, who turn to myths, 

who have a form of godliness but deny its power, who surround themselves 

with those who pacify their itching ears.  In a day when sound doctrine is 

not tolerated, may our pastor remain faithful – continue to correct, rebuke, 

equip and encourage, with great patience and careful instruction; do the 

work of an evangelist; fulfill all the duties of the ministry – that the 

message of the Gospel might be fully proclaimed, that he and all of us 

might shine like stars in the sky as we hold fast to the Word of life.  In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“Pastoral ministry is a business unlike any other. It is a dangerous 

business. A sacred business. A business where the souls of people are at 

stake.” ~Stephen Altrogge  

 

WEEKEND PRAYER, DECEMBER 21-22 

2 Timothy 2:1-2  

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The 

things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 

entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.   

 

Scripture prayer for faithful endurance based on 2 Timothy 2:2-

6: 



Father, I thank You for my pastor, for his reliability, and that he is 

qualified to teach others.  I pray for prayer itself: that we might daily 

encamp about him in prayer that he may continue strong in You and in the 

grace of Christ Jesus.   

As a soldier … I pray for Your strength, that my pastor might endure 

hardship like a good soldier of Christ Jesus – for no one serving as a 

soldier gets involved in civilian affairs – he wants to please his 

commanding officer.   

As an athlete … I pray for Your perseverance, that he might compete as 

an athlete, according to the rules, and receive the victor’s crown on that 

Day.   

As a farmer … Until then, grant him a farmer’s heart, that out of patient 

endurance, he would enjoy the first fruits share of Your harvest.   

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“The prayer offered to God in the morning during your quiet time is the 

key that unlocks the door of the day. Any athlete knows that it is the start 

that ensures a good finish.” ~Adrian Rogers 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 

Psalm 46:10  

“Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 

Prayer to prioritize Biblical meditation in daily life, with 

thoughts from Psalm 46:10: 

Father, in the hectic and frenetic pace of life, we pray that You would guide 

our pastor to prioritize and practice Biblical meditation – to be still and 

know that You are God, that You might be exalted in the heart of my 

pastor.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“We need to embrace the notion that Biblical meditation is God’s 

mechanism to connect more deeply with us and to achieve His will in our 

life for success and spiritual prosperity… Meditation requires slowing 

down and spending regular time in quiet, contemplative consideration of 

scripture. This slower and deeper pursuit of God is in contrast to the 

frenetic, over-scheduled and non-stop lifestyle of most Americans and 

much of the rest of the world.” ~Bill Haynes 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 

2 Peter 1:3 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 

our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

 

Scripture prayer for spiritual growth and progressive maturity, 

using 2 Peter 1:5-11: 

Father, I pray that my pastor would make every effort to add to his faith 

goodness; to goodness, knowledge; to knowledge, self-control; to self-

control, perseverance; to perseverance, godliness; to godliness, mutual 

affection; and to mutual affection, love. May he possess these qualities in 

increasing measure that he might be kept from being ineffective and 

unproductive in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; kept from being 

nearsighted and blind; kept from forgetting that he has been cleansed from 

past sins. May he make every effort to confirm his calling and election. For 

if he does these things, he will never stumble, and he will receive a rich 

welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in 

Whose Name we pray, Amen. 

 

2 Peter 1:11 

And you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 

Psalm 68:3  

But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy 

and joyful. 

 

Scripture prayer for the canopy of God’s blessing over the home 

and family, using Psalm 115:12-15: 

May You, Lord, remember my pastor and bless him.  May You bless him 

and his family, all the people of his house.  Even so, bless all of us, all who 

fear Your name – small and great alike. May You cause my pastor to 

flourish and his children. May he and his family be happy today, his home 

filled with joy and laughter – a blessing from You, the Maker of Heaven 

and earth.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 



“It is the consciousness of the threefold joy of the Lord, His joy in 

ransoming us, His joy in dwelling within us as our Saviour and Power for 

fruitbearing and His joy in possessing us, as His Bride and His delight; it is 

the consciousness of this joy which is our real strength. Our joy in Him 

may be a fluctuating thing: His joy in us knows no change.” ~Hudson 

Taylor 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 

Romans 8:10-11  

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 

Scripture prayer for ‘life’ lived in the power of the Spirit, using 

selections from Romans 8:5-11: 

Father, for our pastor, we pray that he would live not according to the flesh 

but in accordance with the Spirit, having his mind set on what the Spirit 

desires. For the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace – for life and 

peace we pray, for him and for his family.  Though the body is subject to 

death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.  And 

since the Spirit of Jesus Christ lives in our pastor, the Spirit Who raised 

Jesus from the dead, we ask this – so long as You give life and breath to his 

mortal body, accomplish through him all that is on Your heart by the 

power of Your Spirit.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“But the spirit, the precious soul, that is life; it is now spiritually alive, nay, 

it is life. Grace in the soul is its new nature; the life of the saint lies in the 

soul, while the life of the sinner goes no further than the body… Death to 

the saints is but the freeing of the heaven-born spirit from the clog and 

load of this body, that is may be fit to partake of eternal life.” ~Matthew 

Henry 

 

  



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 

Matthew 5:13-16 

“You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world… Let your 

light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in heaven.” 

 

Scripture prayer for a “blessed” life, based on the Beatitudes, 

Matthew 5:3-10: 

Father, I pray that my pastor would be a man poor in spirit, a man of 

humility; a man of mourning over the sin in our culture; a man of 

meekness – of strength and conviction covered in grace; a man who 

hungers and thirsts for righteousness; a man of mercy when wronged or 

persecuted; a man with a pure heart and integrity; a man who is known to 

be a peacemaker; a man willing to suffer persecution for Christ’s sake. The 

kingdom of heaven will be his, and he will be called a son of God. You, 

Lord, will bless such a man. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Matthew 5:11-12 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 

great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

 

WEEKEND PRAYER, DECEMBER 28-29 

Psalm 5:12 

Surely, LORD, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your 

favor as with a shield. 

Psalm 89:17 

For you are their glory and strength, and by your favor you exalt our 

horn. 

Proverbs 3:4 

Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 

 

Scripture prayer for God’s favor over the house and family of 

our pastor: 

Father, may You bless the sweet family of our pastor. Surround them with 

your favor as with a shield. Give them a good name and grant them favor 



before You and before men. You are their glory and strength, and by Your 

favor, You will defend, exalt, and prosper them. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“He knew that it was only on account of Christ that God made his favour to 

flow upon the head of the Church, and from thence upon the whole body… 

to the person of Christ, whom the Father has given to us to be the guardian 

of our welfare, that we may be maintained and defended by his power.” 

~John Calvin 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 

Ezra 7:6; 7:9; 8:18; 8:31 

… for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.  

… for the gracious hand of his God was on him.  

Because the gracious hand of our God was on us…  

The hand of our God was on us…  

 

Scripture prayer for diligent study of the Word of God, using 

Ezra 7:6,10,28: 

Father, just as Ezra was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, may our 

pastor be well versed in Scripture. I pray that he will devote himself to the 

study and observance of Scripture and to teaching its decrees and laws to 

Your people. And may Your hand be on him, that he might take courage to 

do all that is in Your heart. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Ezra 7:28 

Because the hand of the LORD my God was on me, I took courage... 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 

1 Thessalonians 5:18  

In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving for pastor and family: 

Father, we give thanks for our pastor who is committed to speaking the 

Truth, who is captive to the Word of God.  We give thanks for his family, 

who stands with unwavering support behind and beside him.  We give 

thanks for the love expressed by them, for they love not with words or 

speech alone but in actions and in truth.  We pray your blessings of love, 



joy, and peace in their home; for a healthy marriage and relationships with 

their children; and for hilarious laughter, good times, and countless sweet 

memories for this family.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

1 John 3:18  

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and 

in truth. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR – JANUARY 1, 2020 

Matthew 13:31-33 [The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast] 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest 

of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.” 

He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it 

worked all through the dough.” 

 

A New Year’s prayer for growth and progress: 

Father, I pray for growth and progress for my pastor and for us, Your 

people, and for faithfulness along the way during 2020.  Though growth 

comes with growing pains, Your kingdom progresses where there is a 

people of faith and prayer, living out Your Word.  So, let faith flourish, and 

may we trust big – for immeasurably more than we can ask or think.  Let 

prayer be undertaken in earnest.  Untether our expectations from ‘normal’ 

and be re-tethered to our big God.  Let not a lack of faith or prayer 

downsize or neutralize any plan you have for our pastor, for his family, for 

us, or for our community, our region, our nation, the nations of the world.  

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“Why is it that some Christians, although they hear many sermons, make 

but slow advances in the divine life? Because they neglect their closets, and 

do not thoughtfully meditate on God’s Word. They love the wheat, but they 

do not grind it; they would have the corn, but they will not go forth into the 

fields to gather it; the fruit hangs upon the tree, but they will not pluck it; 

the water flows at their feet, but they will not stoop to drink it. From such 

folly deliver us, O Lord.”  ~Charles H. Spurgeon 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

“It is absolutely necessary for the preacher to pray.  

And it is an absolute necessity that the preacher be prayed for.”  

~E.M. Bounds 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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