
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations - Extravagant Generosity  #1

What comes to mind when you think of the phrase "extravagant generosity"?

First Question:  What does LDUMC do well for Extravagant Generosity?

LDUMC provides several means by which members may contribute

LDUMC promotes an annual opportunity to contribute to many missions/ministries

Pastor sends a personal note of appreciation for significant contributions

LDUMC strongly promotes outreach to missions/ministries

Second Question:  Where are some opportunities for improvement at LDUMC?

More frequent updates or Sunday focus on different missions/ministries

Share more information about key missions/ministries in serious need of resources (What is needed and how will it be used)

For annual focus on ministry/mission contributions, provide more detailed information on ministry purpose and how the funds 

will be used

Ensure transparency of financial and productiveness of key missions/ministries being supported

Provide information on benefits of using a QCD for RMD and routine distributions from an IRA (Pamphlets and/or 

informational gatherings?) for church contributions

Consider offering a class on financial management similar to Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (Not sure our 

“retired” congregation would be interested but asking might tell us)

When the time is right, regenerate interest in reducing the mortgage debt

When the time is right, create and provide information on ways to contribute to a LD endowment fund

Notes:

“When the time is right” is an informed judgment call.  It might not be wise to tackle too many programs at the same time 

seeking significant contributions.  Reducing the debt should be a high priority while an endowment helps secure long term 

financial health.  Also, endowments could be good candidates for wills and such.  Perhaps make the endowment available but 

focus on debt reduction???
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What comes to mind when you think of the phrase "extravagant generosity"?

Another problem affecting timing is the LGBTQ issue.  Until Lake Deaton decides whether to remain United Methodist or 

become Global Methodist, there might be an inclination to wait before making any large contributions.  This decision will no 

doubt have an impact on Lake Deaton as it will other churches and needs to be taken seriously.

Giving without being asked

Going out of your way to help -- financially or with service

Giving or time, talent and treasure above expectations
How to give money AND time.

Generosity in many ways - monetarily, physically, spiritually and hospitality. There are other venues of financial support as the Cancer Society, Rescue 

Mission, Feeding the Hungry Southwest VA and Central FLUMC Children's Home.

A thankful heart that responds in all circumstances with healthy, considered generosity.

Being generous to a fault. Not thinking about anything but kindness and helping someone else without needing recognition for your actions. 

Freely giving help, either financially or physically, to people or institutions with the end result of helping to improve the lives of others.

Broader view than just tithing.

Giving beyond expectations. Honoring God with the gifts and talents He has so generously given to us.

Giving away more than tithing.

Going above & Beyond the "norm" with time, money, energy & talents

First thought - more money, now - making generosity part of you

Giving without worrying about the consequences.

Tithing generously

Ready to give at the Spirit's urging; regular budget (annual/monthly giving)

Giving not only money but time, food, listening ear, transportation, helping someone aorund their house, picking up things from the store, sharing your 

"stuff" - tools, yard equipment, folding tables, chairs,food, drink, etc.; helping others when you have your own things to get done!
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What comes to mind when you think of the phrase "extravagant generosity"?

Giving more than expected

Giving beyond expectations / obligations / responsibilities. Perhaps to the point of not being able to do something I/you wanted to do; postponing 

inactivity.

Giving of money and service.

Often I think of $ but I believe participating in programs that help others is equally important.

Beyond expectations.

Going above and beyond, sacrificial giving, filling a need for someone whether we know them or not.

Looking for opportunites where there is a need to give to someone or do something for someone, to increase someone's well-being.

Service, sharing, giving

Sacrificial giving, going above and beyond, looking for opportunities, thankful heart that gives with generosity. Spirit of love, giving of time and caring, 

not only financially. Sharing what's in your heart.

The story of the prodigal son. The father's extravant love.

Fully giving of one's self and possessions.

Giving abundantly. Willingly. Happily.

Going above and beyond generosity (normal) oneself, time, energy, oney, talents.

Giving at or above 10% of your income. Giving time you didn't think you had. Doing without a nicety so others in need might be helped.
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Extravagant Generosity  #2

EG describes practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to unexpected measures. It describes lavish sharing, 

sacrifice....When, if ever, have you witnessed someone displaying EG?

Someone from our church decided to offer to pay the full cost of CNA program after hearing testimony from the self-sufficiency 

program

When we were young parents, my in-laws invited us to live with them (including our 2 year old son) following a job loss until we were 

on more solid financial footing.

My neighbors invited us to stay with them temporarily when we were in the middle of moving.  

See examples of people very generous with their time, going out of their way to help strangers in need.

My reaction was "Really? I worked hard for my family!" Giving of one's investments after death.

N/A

When I worked with Helping Hands crew on homes in Wildwood. They gave the full measure of their talents and were repair beyond belief.

I think the story Jonathan Baker gave about the lady from Africa giving herself to God. Since she had nothing to give she put herself in the offering 

basket and gave herself to God.

Some people are always the first there in times of need. I had a cousin who was a successful entrepreneur. When he saw someone with a need, he 

was the first to offer assistance. He did so on the QT. He wanted nothing in return and he did not want others to know. One example: His high 

school was building a walk of fame to honor past graduates. The cost was $50 a brick. My cousing and some of his friends paid the money so that 

everyone in their class had a brick. They did not want anyone unrepresented. No one knew!

Bill Gates - I wish I could do that.

Experiencing my father donating money thru me to families in need; years later, meeting a recipient of the donation who as assigned to care for my 

terminally ill mother and remembered me!

A neighbor made a huge donation for his new building church project.

T Keyser paid for ALL the chandeliers in our church. By years end he shared that money was replaced! Reaction -  faith that when someone is called 

it is at God's direction.

At LD church so many people are very generous. My reaction was "wow", these people must have lots of money. I discovered that is always the case 

as many are sacrifical.

Truly never. Not applicable. I may have done it once. I did not place the necessary safeguards in place. The funds probably went to an unintended 

purpose.
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EG describes practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to unexpected measures. It describes lavish sharing, 

sacrifice....When, if ever, have you witnessed someone displaying EG?People responding to appeals or comments about high expense of some item in the church, responding with generous support. Reaction - 

pleasantly pleased!

When an uncle of mine gave $10,000 checks to all his nieces and nephews. It was mind-blowing and helpful to young adults who were struggling to 

make ends meet. When Faith UMC in Boynton Beach had a building fund drive we gave sacraficially, putting off getting a much needed new car and 

personal luxuries.

Youth group leaders at our last church. They gave so much time, energy and love to the kids.

Unexpected monetary gifts from family members. Very appreciated. Big Brother/ Big Sister finally helping families.

A church member in Rochester needed a car and everyone chipped in and got enough for the car and insurance. We also made our sanctuary 

available for an African congregation.

A homeless person sharing their own clothing and blankets while praying for others in need. Felt - beyond humbled.

My grandfather supporting a child overseas with a monthly donation and exchanging and writing letters, exchanging pictures, gifts, etc. His actions 

surprised me and caused me to think about other's needs in the world. I was a teenager then.

Sister-in-law Kris; she can't afford that, she's a grade school teacher.
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EG describes practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to unexpected measures. It describes lavish sharing, 

sacrifice....When, if ever, have you witnessed someone displaying EG?



Extravagant Generosity   #3

What's the most fun you've ever had giving money? What made the experience meaningful, memorable, and delightful?

Paid for a family’s meal at a restaurant.  They were having trouble paying for a mother’s day meal because their coupon wasn’t accepted.

Paid for dessert at a restaurant for a young mother with two children.

I enjoyed an auction which was a charity fundraiser.  It was great seeing the community supporting the cause.

Many in our group enjoy the Christmas shoeboxes.
Helping the needy in Africa. To see their gratitude and joy.

Giving to Special Home for Wayward Teen Girls, Samaritan's Purse, Angell Trees at Christmasl LDUMC - while still with New Covenant - giving to many 

organizations from booklet provided - camps, individuals, etc. significant because I could help others.

My friend who is an aesthetician does facils for me. She works hard to pay her bills and raise her two boys. I always tip her at least 100% of the charge for 

the service. We can talk about everything. She knows I love her.

I think at Christmas time giving a gift for the children. Giving a child a gift that they may have not gotten and watching their face light up when they did.

Buying a meal for an obviously homeless and hungry person.

We once supplied a neighbor with groceries when they had lost their jobs. It felt good to be able and willing to help.

seeing a need and donating; fostering a child in the world
Giving anonymously; giving at God's direction

Giving a large donation to an outdoor ministry that was in need of that money right at that moment or the opportunity for mission would have been lost 

forever. It was urgent.

Donating to our grandkids college funds every year on their birthday.

I was a mentor to a boy in 3rd grade. I gave him a birthday card and $20. I don't think he every had $20 before. He was so ecited and by the end of the 

school day, I think the whole school got to see his $20 bill and birthday card.

Given to a single mother diagnosed with brain cancer; her surprise and thankfulness blssed me to continue to give her money.

Religious summer camp for young adults. Knowing I supported 2-3 young adults that normally would not get to go.

During a Christmas party we divided into groups and went out to purchase gifts for a family.

Helping hurricane Katrina survivors.
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What's the most fun you've ever had giving money? What made the experience meaningful, memorable, and delightful?

The wells for Africa. Buying clothes for the needy, baby showers, buying for shoebox projects. Meaningful because of the need. Also gift tree.

I have recently helped each of my grown children pay for new cars for their fanmily at a time they needed, but did not ask for assistance. I have enjoyed 

giving away furniture and even treasures during two different moves rather than selling. The most fun gift I made involved a paradigm shift regarding 

income. I live on a good pension and SS check wthout taking out of IRA accounts. When I was required to take out minimum required distributions I used 

the "windfall" as "fluff" money. This year I gave a lump sum to LDUMC for my entire 2021 offering and for debt as well. It was wonderful to be able to use 

the "QLD" option and to give a boost to the church by giving whole year tithes and offering at once. It also opened up a path to give during the year as extra.

Polar Bear Plunge (raised money to help low income families with heating costs). It was a big event every year, participants wore crazy outfits, there were 

games and prizes.

"Paying it forward"

Sacrificial giving brought much joy, making extra contributions to church and charities when we have unexpected sources of income.

Giving quilts for support of a project in Africa.

Buying goods for the next person in line. Experience? Thankfulness.

Doing it anonymousely with the $1 bills and paying for the car behind me at McDonalds - which I now do every time. 

The first time we gave our girls an unusually large check for Christmas they cried and said it was too much. They truly appreciated it.
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How do you feel about how Lake Deaton talks about "giving"? Too much, not enough, or exactly right?

About right.  We also feel the tone is right.
Giving is personal. God is glad when we give - regardless of the amount. There are so many ways of giving that are not monetarily.

About right. I was glad that the "announcements" about giving during COVID were so positive.

It's a reminder that one can't give too much or too little to be right or wrong. It's not the amount but the goodness one fells about the act.

I don't think that LDUMC talks too much about giving. But there needs to be more examples of where the money is going and use specific 

examples.

We think it's handled very well.

A little uncomfortable. It is not about how much, but how 'heartfelt' one is in sharing. I believe our 'gifts' should come from a sincere love  of 

God. Remember the widow who gave ALL that shad (in the Bible).

The same message in generalities is given each week. I would like specifics and see budgets and incoming money.

details of weekly speech of how to give offerings and tithes is too much

Not enough; Pastor Jim did a good job

I don't know if we've heard talks about giving. The 2 minute talk at offering time seems too detailed and too long, but that maybe because of 

COVID. Hope it can be modified soon. There can be no mission nor church without money. We are not offended by pastors talking about giving.

Not enough emphasis on the outstanding mortgage debt.

Sometimes it is too much. I don't know why but sometimes it makes me feel guilty for not giving more.  

the conversations about giving are a lot about our goal to transform our church. I expect it to continue to be "a lot"!

This is very difficult to know because the church has not completed one indepdent year and COVID has had a major impact on member 

numbers (attendance, growth and perhaps, giving)

Exactly right.

Sometimes I feel there is too much emphasis on $ and not enough on serving others.

About right. Return to a regular yearly pledge drive?
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How do you feel about how Lake Deaton talks about "giving"? Too much, not enough, or exactly right?

I also give to charitable causes outside of church giving.

Exactly right and focuing on the benefits to the giver.

Need to share more about finances to the congregation throughout the year. Provides accountability. Legacy, estate planning consensus, 

frequency is right.

Just right.

Generally, the timing is just right.

OK.

Weekly announcement speech of how to give offerings and tithes - too much repetition of a standardized talk.

I think exactly right.



Extravagant Generosity   #5

In which area do you feel you share your generosity the most: Prayers, gifts, presence, service or witness?

All except for witness
Prayers, presence, witness - but not provided by LDUMC.

Prayers and Gifts

For me, serving in my job at Independent Living. I always find a way of giving. I always try to be helpful to the residents by 

listening, prayer, gifts, presence, service and witness. It is very rewarding.

Prayers. Gifts. Services

Mostly prayers and service.

1. service. 2. presence.

What difference does it make?

Gifts, Presence, Service; Prayers

All of these are important. We share most through Presence and Gifts. We should do more through Service.

Gifts, service.

Share my time, prayers, volunteer, food. Does it really matter -the most? The point is giving.

Prayers, gifts, service, witness

Gifts. Presence. Service.

Prayers and gifts.

Prayers: some hardly at all, others often. Gifts, Presence, Service: all of us. Witness: more difficult for most of us. We need 

to mention the love of Jesus when we serve to tell why serve. Because we love Jesus.

All of the above. Giving up "fluff money" I didn't really need felt so good!

Presence, some service. Trying to work more on other areas.

Varies throughout one's life in the church. Most - gifts, presence, service.

Everyone answered differently. Most said 2 or 3 come easily, and need to work on other areas.
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In which area do you feel you share your generosity the most: Prayers, gifts, presence, service or witness?

Prayers, witness, gifts, presence, service.

Presence and service - not extravagantly.

Gifts, presence. Service if I was asked.

Question - are there gifts of generosity included in tithing? Or is tithing with $ a separate action? What difference does it 

Probably gifts, but working on service and presence.



Extravagant Generosity #6

Do you know the impact of your contributions?

For programs being supported, we get information about outcomes, or stories of impact.  For 

individual acts of generosity, we may not see how (or if) it has an impact.  But that’s OK.
No, I do not know what church financial situation is. LDUMC should provided financial statements to the 

Not entirely.

I feel I make a difference because my residents miss me when I'm not there and speak of it. When I went 

on vacation my boss got up and told the residents that I would be back next week and don't worry.

No!

Not always but sometimes don't need to.

Not really, but I trust God.

Not really.

Sometimes but not always

Feel it don’t know it.

Yes, throughout our church lives. Do not know here because not aware of budget and annual needs.

No/

No - I have decided to do larger lump sum donations rather than weekly donations. (Based on what we 

No, planting seeds

No.

Sometimes

Sometimes.

We hear from the missionaries and get videos from charities, always good to know who and how people 

were impacted.

Yes. I think it would be a good idea to let the congregation know more aobut the QCD method of giving.
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Do you know the impact of your contributions?

Not exactly.

By thanks expressed, relative to size or organization.

Yes, information is readily available.

No.

Not really. There isn't information about the budget - income - expenditures. Weekly needs, weekly 

offerings. More info is needed.

I know the impact on me and my relationship with God and others; not sure beyond that.

Some, but need to better understand.

Not always. Would be great to know more or have more witness to some of those recently church-

supported.



Extravagant Generosity   #7

How does Lake Deaton show generosity to the community? List as many ways as you can that demonstrates this generosity outside the 

church walls.

Wildwood Food Pantry, Bargains and Blessing, Helping Hands, Operation Christmas Child, ZOE Empowers, Congo Partnership, EMC 

in Argentina, Disaster Recovery, FLUMC Children’s Home, Prison Ministry, REC, House of Hope, Wildwood Middle High Mentor 

Program, Christmas Wish Tree, Christmas Joy, Backpacks for Kids, Pancake Connect Breakfast, Dinner Church, Messy Church, Bibles 

and Brews, MOAMI. The Care ministry also serves people outside the church wall.

Bargains and Blessings, Wildwood Food Pantry

Food pantry, feeding programs, mentoring. Fresh Expressions, prison ministry, wells in Africa, ZOE, Bloom, Haven

Bargains and Blessings, prison visits, Wildwood Messy Church, school projects, overseas projects, Wildwood pantry, emergency rescues 

project, going to other churches by helping with the services, visits to hospitals, homes, clothes drive, Christmas.

I do not know.

Outreach programs. ZOE

Soup kitchen, food pantry, Bargains and Blessings, jail ministry, respite for care givers, disaster team, Operation Shoebox, ZOE Ministry, mentor 

program at the Wildwood schools.

Bargains and blessings. Food bank. Wildwood dinner. Ladies prison ministry. ZOE. UMC kids home. Single Moms.

Already listed elsewhere in answers

Food pantry; Bargains and Blessings

Yes, I know there is a lot going on. Bargains and Blessings and the food pantry are the two specific ones I know about.

Wildwood food bank, Christmas gifts for kids.

Wildwood Wednesday Dinners; trunk and treat; chili cookoff; smores, collect food, diapers, toiletries, school supplies, holiday gifts for kids, 

OASIS

Bargains and Blessings. Wildwood food pantry. Halloween for local children. This could be improved.

ZOE project, Christmas boxes, Florida children's home, Haven, Oasis

Pantry, Sonrise, Celebrate Recovery, spaghetti dinners, WATP, yoga
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How does Lake Deaton show generosity to the community? List as many ways as you can that demonstrates this generosity outside the 

church walls.

Support of Bargains and Blessings. Food Pantry Drives for several food pantrie. Helping organizations that support women and chilren. Prison 

ministries. Fresh Expressions. Small church parterning. Globally, such as ZOE. Africa Mission. Bloom ministries for Haven, Heping Hands, 

Wildwood playground. CCM Ministry. Building wells. Mentoring of teens from Wildwood HS.

ZOE, Bargains and Blessings, Wildwood Food Pantry.

Food drives, B&B, Love Donations, Halloween, Butterfly Garden, Parsonage, ZOE, Water Wells, Mentoring, Sonrise Respite, quilt/ shawl 

ministries, self-sufficiency program

B&B, Food drives, Fresh Expressions, Heling organization that help women and children, prison ministry, small church partnering, ZOE project, 

wells mentoring of teens at Wildwood HS, outreach to middle school, Bloom outreach, Helping Hands, CCM ministries

Maybe not LD as a group, but extravantly through individuals of LD congregation.

All of the outside ministries we support as listed in other sections.

ERT, Food Pantry, help to single mothers seeking a certificate / degree such as nursing, visits to inmates at prison, support for those living in 

the 'forest'. Monday respite program.
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On a scale of 1 to 10 being the hightest priority, rate how important Extravagant Generosity  is to Lake Deaton as one of our Core Values

9.5

10

Cannot determine as I do not know the finances of the church.

10

8

7 Should be 10.

6

10

9 to 10

8

7

10

8 I wish the # was lower

7

10

10

9

10

9

8-10 (votes) 5-7 (1 vote)

10

10

10

10

9



BONUS Question

Since this is our last practice, the Revision Team is interested to know if you have other "practices" or core values you think we should 

consider in our Re-visioning process? Please list them...

Integrity/honesty --  We think that integrity or honesty is an important core value.   Perhaps it “goes without saying” but if there were 

ever a problem with a lack of integrity, it would quickly undermine trust and effectiveness.  Also, we think it is important that church 

members feel comfortable being honest or transparent when they are experiencing doubts in their faith or any other difficulties.  We 

don’t want people to feel like it is somehow un-Christian to struggle, or feel they have to pretend everything is OK.  

Training/accountability --  We think it is important that there is a means to help members of our church be both spiritually and 

emotionally prepared before sending them out to “go and do”.  And that there is some type of accountability, both of individual follow-

through and of program impact/outcomes.

1. Start with core - the participating congregants. 2. Engage them. 3. Provide financial status of the church. 4. I've been attending almost every Sunday 

since 2019 at 9 AM. I don't think our pastors know who I am. 😞 And I give generously for my income. LDUMC really needs Bible Study groups!

None.

To be honest, I can't think of anything else you could do. 

We would like to be more informed of church budget and a way of communication of spending. The church split has been problematic and challenging 

for our group as we have members from both churches and did not support the split.

Feed the 'sheep' who are in the fold. Help us grow in wisdom, faith, genersotiy. May our place of worship be a safe haven for all and inviting to 

everyone.

Please open golf cart for all church-sponsored activities to allow golf carts close to entrance.  

Intentional faith development - most important. Extravagant generosity - because of COVID, church finances need to be improved; mortage could / 

needs to be reduced. Passionate worship - this will lead to support for discipleship and missions.

Can't think of any.

All of the core values are important, but I think that beyond group activites personal and private encounters with the Holy Spirit are eseential enrich 

our closeness to God. These experiences of quiet times with God come through prayer and devotionals. Sometimes it is hard to find time to spend with 

God Lone when there are so many activities and prescribed reading to keep up with. I do appreciate periodic special readings to supplement personal 

devotions at home. I believe the Intentional Faith Development is the key to personal growth that results in the desire of following the practices of 

radical hospitality, passionate worship, risk taking mission and service and extravagant generosity.

Physical (personal health)



BONUS Question

Since this is our last practice, the Revision Team is interested to know if you have other "practices" or core values you think we should 

consider in our Re-visioning process? Please list them...

All of these practices are a "10". All are necessary for the church to function.

Let's be intentional in getting to know our congregation - each member - by listening, sharing, caring, and giving of our TIME with each other. If we 

support specific ministries of the church with $ is that a part of our tithing?


