
December 2020          

St. David Lutheran 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

L
  

T
H

E
  M

O
N

T
H

L
Y

   
N

E
W

S
L

E
T

T
E

R
  O

F
  S

T
.  

D
A

V
ID

  L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

  C
H

U
R

C
H

 
D

E
C

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
20

  

A
 M

 P
 L

 I
 G

 H
 T

 E
 R

 
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
 

Join us Live each Sunday 
  at 10:30 am 

www.stdavid.net 
@saintdavidlutheran 

 
   Wednesday, December 2  
        7:00 pm—Vespers   
 
   Sunday, December 6—Second Sunday in Advent  
        8:00 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
       10:30 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
 
   Wednesday, December 9 
        7:00 pm—Vespers   
 
   Sunday, December 13—Third Sunday in Advent 
        8:00 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
       10:30 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
 
   Wednesday, December 16  
        7:00 pm—Vespers   
 
   Sunday, December 20—Fourth Sunday in Advent 
        8:00 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
       10:30 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
 
   Sunday, December 27—First Sunday of Christmas 
        8:00 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 
       10:30 am—Indoor Worship/Communion 

A caring community called to love, serve and proclaim 
 God’s eternal grace to all people. 

  

___________________________________________________________________________ 



Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Some days I feel as though time is creeping on and that we’re hardly moving through the slow 
paced life of minimal movement and isolation because of the pandemic, and other days I get 
surprised that it’s time to write another newsletter article because another month has come and 
gone in an instant. It’s hard to keep track of all the things going on in the world because there 
are so many things happening all at once. But the church gives us a gift each end of 
November/first of December that can help us to remedy the problem of being too busy to 
notice the time going by. 
 
The season of Advent is the one season of the church year where marking time is critically 
important. As we light the candles on the Advent wreath each week, we’re invited to take a 
moment to catch our collective breath and prepare our hearts for the arrival of the Christ child 
at Christmas. But even more than that, we’re invited to be prepared for his coming again. 
There has been a lot of talk around the world about how rough things have been and that this 
is surely a sign that Jesus is coming soon. I don’t want to say that this isn’t possible, but I will 
say that it’s highly unlikely. Jesus is clear about the fact that “signs and wonders” don’t give 
us any clue about the day or hour of his return, but we’re given the instruction to keep watch 
and be prepared, for his return will come like a thief in the night.  
 
This year, out of all the years of my life, I need Advent. I need God’s voice calling through the 
prophets in the wilderness to speak to my heart and call me back to the things that ultimately 
matter. I need to hear the stories of John leaping in Elizabeth’s womb when Mary comes to 
visit, already expecting Jesus’ birth. I need to hear how Joseph could have and maybe should 
have shunned Mary according to the societal norms of the day but chose to be faithful to 
God’s call instead. I need to have my faith in humanity as God’s good creation restored. And I 
suspect that maybe you do, too.  
 
Together, we will watch and wait, pray and praise, as we await the birth of the Messiah, and in 
making those preparations, may we find that we are ready for his appearing again when all 
creation is renewed. Welcome to Advent. Welcome to the wonder and true joy of the season. 
May we, in this socially distanced world, find the true joy in the greatest gift ever given—
Jesus. Immanuel. God—with—us. And then we’ll find the peace, joy, comfort, and love of 
knowing that even in the most isolated ways we may feel that we’re never truly alone.  
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. Dwell in our hearts this season. 
 
 
Pastor Greg + 



                                                               

 
    
   

  

                               WORSHIP NOTES 

                                            

        

 

 
        How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!               

so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 

    where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

         ELW 279 

         Rev. Phillips Brooks, d. 1893 

 

 1865 in the United States was a year of turmoil.  The Civil War ended, 

President Lincoln was assassinated, and a divided nation tried to heal. 

Rev. Phillips Brooks went to the Holy Land. As he rode horseback in the 

hills surrounding Bethlehem, he was impressed with the stillness and 

silence of the night. A few years later he wrote a poem for Sunday 

school which his church organist put to music. Almost forgotten, it soon 

became a popular carol over many countries. 

 

 While Christmas is often celebrated with exuberant joy, O Little Town 

of Bethlehem gives us the gentleness of introspection. God enters our 

lives with quiet joy not only in Bethlehem's cave. Think of Moses kneeling 

barefoot before a burning bush, Elijah's listening to a still, small voice, 

Gabriel's appearing to Mary, St. Peter's dream and the vision of St. Paul. 

It's not always an angelic army filling the heavens, but more often, the 

slow plodding after a star. We quietly sing the fulfillment of the hope of 

Advent: that Jesus will enter our hearts just as he entered the world. 

   O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

   cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

   We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

   oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel. 

 
         Happy Advent, 

           Al    



October 2020 Council Highlights 

 
 

St. David Lutheran Church Congregation Council met via Zoom platform on October 11, 2020 @ 
6:00 pm. President Jim Bickley called the meeting to order. Devotions based on Romans 8:6 were 
presented by Caroline. She encourages us to think on the things of God and have a spirit-focused 
mind. Minutes from the September 2020 meeting were approved.  
 
Ministry Teams 
UP Team: Worship and Music committee is evaluating wine for communion. The current wine in use 
does not have a high enough alcohol content to kill germs. The outdoor service on November 1 will 
be moved from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. A congregational meeting will be held for approval of the 
spending plan and election of council members for 2021-2023.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Greg notes there have been 3 recent Baptisms and 2 funerals. He is 
continuing to work with Joel on development of the updated church app. 
 
Joel’s Report: Youth groups and Confirmation classes are going well. Shout-out to Caroline for being 
elected as the Saxe-Gotha LCY rep to the SCLCY. The Bishop’s office has approved a socially-
distanced state LCY event to be held in person at Camp Kinard on November 21-22.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Drew reports that month-end balance is negative but stable.  
 
Business 
1. An in-depth discussion of items to be considered before deciding on re-opening the church for in-

person worship was held. Proposed start date of November 15. Flexibility is key.  
2. Debbie Dooley and Bruce McFarland were nominated by the congregation, and agreed to serve 

if elected as Council members for 2021-2023. Outgoing council members have met and Mikel 
Smith has agreed to serve. Waiting on other nominee to respond. 

3. COVID protocol is in development. Plan is to include it in the mailing to the congregation prior to 
the first in-person worship. 

4. Drew presented the proposed spending plan for 2021. The overall increase from 2020 is 0.58% 
excluding personnel. Salary changes increase the overall 2021 spending plan 2% from 2020.  

5. Jim Bickley and Pastor met with new SC Bishop, Ginny Aebischer via Zoom. She has met 
virtually with every pastor and council president in SC Synod to “introduce” herself.  

6.   An AC unit for the Family Life Center will need to be purchased.  
 
Next meeting is scheduled for November 8.  
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Addendum: Claire Compton has agreed to serve on council, if elected, for 2021-2023.  

A COPY OF CHRIST IN OUR HOME is made available to every family of St. 
David. There are still regular and large print editions available in the brown box on 
the walkway outside the Church Office. You can pick one up anytime.  



STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS - OPERATIONS    

MONTH ENDED October 31, 2020    

       

   SPENDING  Actual Compared to  

 ACTUAL  PLAN  Spending Plan 

RECEIPTS:       

       Receipts (Includes Envelopes & Other Receipts)  $410,172.04    $470,310.70   -$60,138.66 -12.8% 

       Transfer of Dedicated Funds                 -                  0.00     

       Total Receipts (Includes Envelopes & Other Receipts)  $410,172.04    $470,310.70   -$60,138.66 -12.8% 

       

DISBURSEMENTS:       

ELCA & Synod Support $39,528.91  $43,360.00  -$3,831.09 -8.8% 

Total Salaries 209,932.47  211,727.50  -$1,795.03 -0.8% 

Office/Miscellaneous 30,137.27  24,390.00  $5,747.27 23.6% 

Worshiping & Music 6,427.22  6,624.90  -$197.68 -3.0% 

Learning 4,603.37  13,291.60  -$8,688.23 -65.4% 

Confirmation 155.20  1,458.30  -$1,303.10 -89.4% 

Youth & Family Services (CYFM) 1,230.26  2,083.30  -$853.04 -40.9% 

Young-At-Heart/ Tone Chimes 172.25  291.70  -$119.45 -40.9% 

Serving 600.00  5,000.00  -$4,400.00 -88.0% 

Witnessing 134.49  2,583.30  -$2,448.81 -94.8% 

Supporting 981.55  1,041.70  -$60.15 -5.8% 

Congregational Life Comm 0.00  1,250.00  -$1,250.00 -100.0% 

Kitchen & Cleaning Supplies 1,451.06  2,500.00  -$1,048.94 -42.0% 

Utilities 26,692.86  35,416.70  -$8,723.84 -24.6% 

Insurance 17,072.00  21,666.70  -$4,594.70 -21.2% 

Vehicle(s) Maintenance 26.86  2,500.00  -$2,473.14 -98.9% 

Maintenance of Bldg. & Equipment 31,681.37  32,916.70  -$1,235.33 -3.8% 

Service Contracts 20,516.98  21,666.70  -$1,149.72 -5.3% 

Landscaping 15,700.00  15,833.30  -$133.30 -0.8% 

Payroll Preparation Service 705.70  708.30  -$2.60 -0.4% 

Debt Payment (Principal and Interest) 24,000.00  24,000.00  $0.00 0.0% 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $431,749.82  $470,310.70  -$38,560.88 -8.2% 

       

RECEIPTS OVER (UNDER) DISBURSEMENTS ($21,577.78)   $          0.00     

TRANSFER OF FUNDS - for debt principal payments 5,000.00       

Funds Applied to Debt Principal  5,000.00       

    Available for Operations Beginning Balance 2020 215,174.05       

       

AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS AS OF 10/31/2020 $193,596.27       

       

       

BB&T NOTE BALANCE   $  90,168.33       



CONFIRMATION 2020-2021 
 Pastor Greg and Joel are meeting with the youth who are in grades 6-8 on the first 
Sunday of the month at the church from 1:00-3:00 pm. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY—Join us for our Midweek Bible Study at the church on 
Wednesdays at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary.  

If you would like to get a SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK they are available in the 
brown box on the walkway outside the Church Office. You can pick one up 
anytime. 

On Saturday, December 5, we will be having our second annual Laying of the 
Crosses at 11:00 am. Please bring your chairs to the event this year, if you need a 
chair. As a friendly reminder, you will need a face mask or face shield. Those who 
choose not to come to this year’s event but would like to put a cross on their family 
member’s grave can contact Elizabeth Malejko at malejkoea@yahoo.com or call or 
text her at 803-807-8796. We will meet at the brick wall near the covered area next to 
the Church Office. This event is in memory of all veterans and first responders who 
are buried in our cemetery. If you need more information, contact Elizabeth Malejko. 

Dear Ladies of our Women of the ELCA,  
 
WELCA, along with most everything else in our lives, has had to operate a bit differently 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Since we have been unable to hold a fall general meeting 
to vote to accept nominations gathered by the WELCA Nominating Committee, we are going 
to count their acceptance to serve as our vote for election to the positions.  The following 
ladies accepted positions on the St. David WELCA board for 2021: Co-Presidents - Gail 
Brazell and Laura Theismann; Treasurer - Paula Claas; Recorder - Blake Lett.  I want to 
thank these ladies for stepping up to leadership for St. David WELCA.  I know you will do a 
wonderful job leading our organization in 2021! 
 
We hope that next year we will be able to safely have our Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet 
again.  We were fortunate to have been able to have our Bible Study/Brunch in February 
before closings began.  WELCA Sunday was still held, but with fewer ladies being able to 
sing in the choir or participate safely in leadership of the service.  It has been my delight to 
work with our current board members  as president in 2019-20  (Fran Lee, Recorder, and 
Sandra Ross, Treasurer) and as vice president in 2018 under the leadership of Barbara 
Dooley, president. A big thank you to all the committee chairs and committee members for 
their hard work and to Betty Enlow and Barbara McDaniel for their guidance. Thank you to 
each circle leader and member for your part in boldly fulfilling our purpose. 
 
In Christ, 
Tricia Hood, President 



OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY IS EXPRESSED TO: 
The Lown family in the death of  Dennis Lown in October. 
The family of  Jeanette Frye in her death on November 6. 
May they be supported by the Good News of  Resurrection Victory in Christ. 

    FLOWER CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER   
      
     December 6—Pam Fox 
     December 13—Joyce Quattlebaum 
     December 20—June Suite 
     December 27—Larry Lown 

THANK YOU 

PASTOR GREG, JOEL AND WONDERFUL ST. DAVID MEMBERS, Thank you for all the outpouring 
of love you have shown this family during Elizabeth’s illness and untimely death. The special cards, 
phone calls, at just the right time meals provided was just so sustaining to us. Special thanks to the Mary 
WELCA group at St. David, the Sound Team, I cannot say thank you enough to such a great and caring 
church family. Sincerely, John, Ben and AJ Dodgen 

BULLETIN CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 
 December 6—Mark Rucker 
 December 13— 
 December 20—Gerald & Nancy Wallace 
 December 27—Vina Casanova 

MEMBERS IN ASSISTED LIVING  
       
PRESBYTERIAN HOME   WELLMORE HEALTH CARE
    
Sybil Quattlebaum     Jean Roberts  
700 Davega Drive     200 Wellmore Drive, Apt 3214  
Room 113      Lexington, SC 29072 
Skilled Nursing Care 
Lexington, SC 29072     
        
Carolyn Roof     Tish Sox 
700 Davega Drive     200 Wellmore Drive   
Skilled Nursing Care    Skilled Nursing Care 
Unit 81 - Room 111    Room 2302 
Lexington, SC 29072    Lexington, SC 29072 



     
    WHEN YOU NEED TO RESERVE one of the buses for a church 
    function, a room in one of our buildings, or borrow tablecloths for a  
    church function, e-mail  reservations@st david.net or call the Church 
    Office at (356-3035). 
 
If you want to reserve the Fellowship Hall, Kitchen or Family Life Center for a non-church 
event you must come by the office to do so and leave a check for $100 as a deposit.  The 
check will be returned after the area is inspected by Property Committee and all check list items 
have been reviewed.  The key can be checked out the day before the event. 
 

If you borrow tablecloths, please wash, fold and return to the Church Office  
within two days following use. 

 
No white tables or chairs can be removed from St. David. 

2020 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
  Jim Bickley (President)             
  Kevin Sox (Vice-President)                  
  Sylvia Wessinger (Secretary)                   
  Pam Fox (Assistant Secretary)                  
  Drew Laughlan (Treasurer) 
  Lenny Bugay (Financial Secretary)                

   Caroline Davis (Youth Member)    

THE CANCELLED STAMP PROGRAM UPDATE 
     This program is still going on. It was started at St. David by Sybil Quattlebaum in 1972. Thank you, Sybil. And 
thanks to all who have kept this ministry going by bringing your stamps to us.  The income from their sales goes to 
support preparation, publishing and distribution of a new Spanish language curriculum for Sunday Schools. More than 
50 lesson series have been published and are being used in churches of 40 different denominations and missions in 
Spanish speaking countries in Latin America, Spain and even the USA. Overall the Stamp Ministry, with God’s help, 
brings the grand total to 1,062,300.00. At the end of February 2020, so far $4,000.00 has been generated in support of 
the program for this year. 
     Please place your cancelled stamps in the box in the David Sunday School Classroom. Do not remove the stamps 
from the paper (leave 1/4” to 1/3” border), BUT, if stamps are already off the paper they have a buyer for them.  
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ENTIRE ENVELOPES IN THE BOX, THEY TAKE UP TOO MUCH ROOM. 
     If you have any questions, please call Joan Bundrick at 356-3035. 
     Again, thank you for your participation in the past and looking forward. 

ST. DAVID CAREGIVERS SUPPORT 
MINISTRY OPERATES A CLOSET OF 
AIDS FOR THE DISABLED.  If you are 
in need of an item, it will be loaned to you 
for as long as necessary.  We only ask that 
you return items when no longer needed.   
Contact Thomas Kropinski at 361-7839. 
Items available: crutches - 12 pairs, potty 
chairs - 8, shower chairs - 2, walking canes - 
3, walkers - 22, wheelchairs - 3 

  Bulletin Board 

Jim Brazell 
John Bundrick 
Kirsten Davis 
Bucky Hood 
Pat Minemier 
Janet Riddle 
Matt Schnabel 
Linda Turner 

NOT GETTING THE St. David 
GOOD E-NEWS weekly 
email?  Subscribe by going to: 
http://stdavid.net/news/
NewsSignup.html  

http://stdavid.net/news/NewsSignup.html
http://stdavid.net/news/NewsSignup.html


CONTACTING THE CHURCH 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

 Friday, 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Church Phone:  356-3035 

Gloria, Secretary - office@stdavid.net 

Joan Bundrick - reservations@stdavid.net 

Youth Director - youth@stdavid.net 

Dr. Al, Director of Music - music@stdavid.net 

Otto, Choir Director - choir@stdavid.net 

Fax - 356-5066 
 

CONTACTING PASTOR 

Pastor Greg may be reached by 

calling the Church Office during Office Hours  - 

356-3035. 

After Office Hours call 864-554-7924. 

e-mail:  pastor@stdavid.net 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Visit Our Web Page: stdavid.net 

Find / Like Us On:  FACEBOOK 
 

COUNCIL INFO & REPORTS: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz3R4YtfE2Y0S1ZsZE42aEhId3c  

Council President - Jim Bickley 803-808-3295 or 
jpbickley@yahoo.com 
 

PUBLICIST for Local Media:  Pam Fox 
356-4052 or Believe.pf@gmail.com 
(2 weeks notice needed prior to church event) 

ATTENTION:   
LAMPLIGHTER DEADLINE for 
the January Lamplighter is 
December 15. We need your 
group’s news and activities. If 
your group or committee has 
something newsworthy coming 
up, get your article in to the 
Church Office on or before the 
15th of December. Any article 
received after the 15th

  
will go in 

the February Lamplighter. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

IF YOU HAVE an article for the 
Lamplighter Weekly, please 
submit before 2:00 pm on 
Wednesday of each week.  Any 
article submitted after that will 
go in the following week. 

DVD’S OF THE 
WORSHIP SERVICES are 
available for our shut-ins.  If 
you need a DVD, please call 
the Church Office and let us 
know.   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bz3R4YtfE2Y0S1ZsZE42aEhId3c




If your name was left off  this 
month’s list, please call the 
church office so we may add it 
to next year’s list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Mark Kaminer 
 Ligia Hyler 
 Elliott Rea 
 
2  Morgan Magni 
 
3      Michael Marsh, Jr. 
 
4 Gene Hart 
 Rachel F. Schumpert 
 
5            Caitlin Mathias 
 
6            Alison Rauch 
 
8    Daniel Machado 
 Linda Turner 
 
9            Bob Padowicz 
 
11      James Baldwin 

12 Ginny Bley 
 Glenna Hammond Padgett 
 Daniel Baldwin 
 
13        Wanda Elkins 
 
14          Jackie Lundeen 
 
15          Sandra Parker 
 
17 Jack Quattlebaum 
 Maria Threet 
 Tonya Crowe 
 Vivian Fulmer 
 
18 Clarence Clayborn 
 Jewel Jeffcoat 
 
19 Mark Hite 
 Connie Schofield 
 Noelle Armstrong 
  
21 Cadence Culp 

22 Angela Buysman 
 Brandon Coates 
 Sierra Machado 
 
23 Vicky Bowers 
 Holly Gilliam 
 
24 Juline Sox 
 
25           John Kester 
 
26 Delaney Gilliam 
 Wesley Bleakley 
 
27 Susan Schumpert 
 Nicollette M. Temples 
 
28 Brenda Fulmer 
 Steven Howard 
 Courtney F. Culick 
 Christopher Steverson 
 
30 Morgan B. Whitaker 
 
31 Rick Taylor 
 Taylor Dooley 
 Colby Dooley 
 Elaine Palmer 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

WITHOUT OUR ATTENDANCE IN CHURCH, we are missing our food 
drives for Mission Lexington. The need is still there to keep their food pantry 
stocked. Monetary donations can still be made by annotating on our church 
envelopes or other means of giving. Thanks for your support. Social Ministry 
Committee 

Snack Pack Program 
We are continuing our partnership program with Zion Lutheran 
Church to provide snacks for the children at Oak Grove Elementary. 
The school principal said the school is in need of the following: 
pencils, pencil pouches, marble notebooks and back packs. Donated 
supplies can be left at the church office and a member from Social 
Ministry Committee will pick them up and deliver them to the school. 



FOR OUR VISITORS TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT... 
 
MEMBERSHIP - New members are always 
welcome at St. David! Please talk to Pastor Greg 
on Sunday or call the Church Office. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL - Stop by the Church 
Office on Sunday morning at 9:30 am and talk to 
Bernie Lee, Sunday School Secretary, or Jennifer 
Jeffcoat, Director.   
 
YOUTH MINISTRY -  Call Joel Antley at 803-
645-3466. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY - Call Al Roberts at 356-
1700.  We have choirs for all ages - vocal, 
handbell and instrumental. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA - Call Tricia Hood at 
446-5226. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR - Call Celeste 
Schnabel at 727-2626.  Choir for all children 
3 years old through fifth grade. 
 
YOUNG AT HEART - Talk to Linda Turner  
at 530-1496 about monthly meetings, trips, 
activities and ministries. 
 
LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION - Call 
Marvin Sox at 356-0296.  Meetings are the first 
Monday night of each month at 7:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
CAMPUS MINISTRY - Contact Laurie 
Harmon at lsharmon@windstream.net or 359-
8653 or Sylvia Wessinger at sjwessinger@ 
yahoo.com or 957-1312. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___     ___ 


