
Grace and peace to you, people of Palm! 

 

As many of you have heard by now, our exile from church is nearing its end. We 

will be able to resume in-person worship on Sunday, August 30, at 9:30 am. For a 

minimum of four weeks, we will hold one service each Sunday. For the grace of 

God that has kept us safe since we were last able to worship together in early 

March, we are thankful. To my knowledge, no one from Palm has come down with 

COVID-19 since the pandemic began. It’s my prayer, and that of our church 

council, that by following some careful steps, we can keep it that way. This will be 

another long letter, but please read it carefully. There will be quite a few steps 

involved in worshiping together safely, and we all want to be on the same page as 

we return to church. 

 

BEFORE CHURCH 

 

Everyone who comes to worship will need to wear a mask and keep six feet apart 

from those who live in a different household from you. When you come to church, 

everyone will enter by the door from the parking lot under the portico. Ushers will 

be outside to direct people in, and there will be signs posted. We will all come in 

by the same door, where we’ll first be met by some of the nurses from our 

congregation. They will take your temperature and ask the usual questions about 

whether you’ve been exposed to the virus recently, or if you have any symptoms. 

If you’re not feeling well, or if you’ve been exposed to the virus recently, please 

continue worshiping with us from the comfort of your home. If you have a fever 

when you arrive, we will ask you to worship with us from home until it’s gone. 

 

Even if you’re feeling fine, but still don’t feel safe gathering with other people, 

please know that there’s no shame in that. We will continue to record our worship 

services and make them available online for you, as we have been doing. Pastoral 

care and Stephen Ministry visits over the phone remain there for you, too. Feel free 

to be in communication with the church office and let us know what your needs 

are! 

 

Once inside, ushers will direct you to another usher that will get your contact 

information and assign a seat number to you.  Then an usher will direct you down 

the center isle to another usher that will show you your seat.  Your seats are spaced 

six feet apart. We can safely fit 48 people in the nave with that distance. Once 

that’s filled, an Usher will escort people into the Multi-Purpose Room, where we 

can fit over 70 more, and watch and participate in the service on a screen. Once 

you’re seated, we’ll ask that you stay where you are, and not mingle and socialize 



with people inside the building. You can certainly chat with people, as long as they 

are a minimum of six feet away from you. 

 

DURING WORSHIP 

 

For the first few weeks, we’ll be using the Service of the Word. When we’ve 

figured out more of the details, we’ll be able to resume celebrating Holy 

Communion in a manner that’s safe. The same goes for scheduling Baptisms. For 

now, we’ll continue with worship as we’ve been doing it the past few months. If 

you would like to arrange for Pr. Carl to visit you at home and bring Communion, 

feel free to use the feature on the church website to schedule that! 

 

A bulletin will be placed at  your seat when you arrive, with the whole liturgy 

printed right in it, including the hymns. The biggest change for us will be that, for 

the foreseeable future, we won’t be able to sing hymns together – singing is one of 

the most dangerous ways to spread germs, even with a mask on. Steve will play the 

hymns at the usual times, and we can hum along and sing in our hearts, while we 

continue to pray for the return of the time when we can sing together. 

 

We will not be passing the offering plate during worship, since that requires too 

many people touching something, and potentially exposing themselves to germs. 

You will have three options for offering your gifts. There will be a plate in the 

narthex, and you’re welcome to drop your envelopes into it, but please don’t touch 

the plate. You can also continue to mail in your gifts, or you can donate 

electronically. Please don’t forget to continue with this very critical piece of our 

community’s ministry. We have done wonderfully in continuing to support Palm 

during these past months. Let’s keep that up! 

 

AFTER WORSHIP 

 

When church is over, the assisting minister will dismiss the congregation, but we 

ask that you remain in your seats. The ushers will come in and direct you out, a 

row at a time, using the outside isles to the narthex. You will be asked to place 

your bulletin in a recycling bin in the narthex as you leave; if you’d like another 

one, we can mail it to you, or you can get one right on Palm’s website, like always. 

As ever, we’ll ask that you stay six feet apart from people who don’t live in your 

house while inside the church; this is to ensure that you don’t get exposed to the 

virus inadvertently. The ushers will  guide you to the exit doors and ask you to 

return to your car.  

 



Needless to say, this sounds very regimented, and very different from how we’ve 

always done church. We should be able to visit with people, share handshakes and 

warm hugs, sing our hymns and chants, and make Eucharist, after all this time. It 

feels weird to me, too. But right now, we’re even more responsible than usual to 

fulfill one of Christ’s commands, when he asked us to love one another. Strange 

though it may seem, the best way to love each other at this moment in history is to 

keep our distance, wear a mask, continue washing our hands, and offering up 

fervent prayers. We don’t know what the future will bring, but likely, worship will 

continue in a form similar to this until a vaccine is found to arrest the spread of the 

disease.  

 

Still, there is good news. Our church family can finally start coming back together. 

We’ve been kept safe, and if we continue doing these things until the vaccine is 

available, we can greatly diminish the risk of anyone getting sick. As I mentioned 

before, we can begin scheduling times when I can visit people at home to bring 

Holy Communion. Even though it will look different, I will still be here for you, 

and so will the leadership of our congregation.  

 

Once again, for the ways in which you have so faithfully and lovingly been there 

for Palm Lutheran Church in this season of coronavirus, thank you, and thank God 

for you. The time will come when this episode is nothing more than a bad memory, 

much like the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 is for us. Then, as the body of Christ 

has always done when we’ve been brought safely through plagues and pandemics, 

we’ll give thanks and celebrate. Until then, I’m looking forward to seeing you back 

very soon. Stay safe! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pr. Carl 


