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Pastor’s Thoughts... 

Grace and peace to you, people of Palm! 
 
By the time you read this, summer will be almost over. School 
starts again shortly. Autumn colors, all things pumpkin spice, and 
harvest time are not far away. At the end of the growing season, it’s 
Christian custom to pause, give thanks for earth’s bounty, and look 
to preparing for the winter ahead, but also for the coming of spring.  
 
September 29th is the feast of Michael and All Angels. We don’t 
know too much about these divine messengers, but we know that 
they are there, and that they will show up in the most unlikely of 
places. One way to celebrate the day is to eat blackberries. Legend 
has it that, when Michael cast Satan out of heaven, he landed on 
earth in a blackberry bush, and the thorns poking him turned the 
berries black. We eat these late summer fruits giving thanks for all 
the ways in which Christ has safeguarded us from evil during the 
season that has passed, and we pray that the heavenly host will sur-
round us and protect us through the dark of the year until light and 
growth return.  
 
Enjoy fall, and be sure to keep worshiping with us, and coming to 
Sunday School. See you in church! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pr. Carl 

https://www.facebook.com/Palm-Lutheran-Church-148018451900097/?ref=bookmarks
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July / August Council  
Meeting Highlights 

                     FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
,  FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  
               
           On Thursday, September 8, we will meet at Spang Crest at 2:00 P.M. in the chapel to  
celebrate the birthdays of the residents that have birthdays in the month of  September. We will have 
a gift for them, & provide root beer floats. Help where needed for bingo, & sing Happy  Birthday. Talk 
to Patty or Mae if anyone needs a ride or any questions.  
            NOTE THE TIME OF 2  
 
                                   Submitted by  
                                          Mae Rader  

 

JULY 
 
 After Review, Scrutiny and Deliberation, the Envelopes for Giving will remain as they are 
 
- On 8/4/22, There will be a meeting at Palm, Hosted for discussion on the Area Mission Coordina-
tor which is being considered to help assist not only the Churches in Lebanon County who are 
without a full time called minister, but also to help Palm further with its mission to spread the word 
throughout our community. 
 
- Vacation Bible School was a tremendous success 
 
- Worship Polling is being finalized and Council will discuss at next Council Meeting Scheduled 
for 8/9/22 
 
- We are in the process of purchasing a NEW Automatic AED  
 
AUGUST 
 
Church Picnic on 7/31 was a hit! Over 60 Attendees. Will look to hold at Levitz Park again next 
summer. 
 
Nominating Committee has 2 Candidates willing to serve on Council Next. Looking for one more. 
If the Spirit moves you please let Pastor Carl, Fred Tilberg or Laurie Miller know. 
 
Kitty Wolf will be looking to schedule a Stephen Ministry Advanced Care Event 10/30 and 11/6. 
Poll for Support will be available soon for congregants to share thoughts. 
 
Vacation Bible School was a hit! Thanks to everyone who helped 
 
The Traditional Moravian Lovefeast will not happen this year, however we will have Sugarcake 
and Chocolate Milk the Sunday before Christmas this year.  
 
Following Labor Day, we will move to a new schedule for worship @ 10AM preceded by Sunday 
School @ 9AM. This will be reviewed accordingly by council moving forward.  
 
November 13th we will have the Congregational Meeting to vote on the Budget which will be pre-
sented the preceding Sunday the 6th of November.  
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Lay Assistant, Usher  Schedule for September Services 
 

If you are unable to participate on a given day, please contact  
Sue Nale at sanale @verizon.net or (717) 469 0852  to make arrangements. Only 
contact the office when you know the replacement, so that the bulletin can be up-
dated. All changes and questions go through the Director of Volunteer Ministries. 
 

Lay Assistant 09/04 9:30 AM 
  

09/11 10:00 AM 
  

09/18 10:00 AM 09/25 10:00 AM 
  

Assisting Minister  Elizabeth Wentling Evvie Kohl Laurie Miller Phyllis Moyer 

Communion As-
sistants 

Phyllis Moyer 
Trudy Nasta 

Steve Kahl 
Vivian Rexrode 

Vanessa Galvan 
Patty van Scyoc 

Craig Housel 
Elizabeth Wentling 

Crucifer  Elizabeth Wentling Evvie Kohl Laurie Miller Phyllis Moyer 

Torch Bearers Phyllis Moyer 
Trudy Nasta 

Steve Kahl 
Vivian Rexrode 

Vanessa Galvan 
Patty Van Scyoc 

Craig Housel 
Elizabeth Wentling 

Lector Kevin Loy Laura Davis Kathy Meyer Ben Ricker 

Ushers Kevin Loy 
Robert Baker 
Cory Bender 
Tom Gillespie 
  
  

Kevin Loy 
Robert Baker 
Cory Bender 
Tom Gillespie 
  

Kevin Loy 
Robert Baker 
Cory Bender 
Tom Gillespie 
  

Kevin Loy 
Robert Baker 
Cory Bender 
Tom Gillespie 
  

Children’s Ser-
mon 

Craig Meyer Michael Williams Kathy Meyer Kitty Wolf 

Altar Guild Dorothy Felt 
Elizabeth Wentling 

Mae Rader 
Vivian Rexrode 

Vanessa Galvan 
Patty Van Scyoc 

Donna Stanilla 
Ditty Woolley 

A/V Ministry Scott Thomas Gunther Gillespie Harry Fox Scott Thomas 
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Be Joyful in Hope…… (Romans 12:12 NIV) 
By Suzy Fox 

“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, 
Down in my heart, down in my heart. 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, 
Down in my heart to stay!” 
I absolutely love to hear the children sing (and shout) this song!  It is a wonderful feeling to watch the joy on 
the kids’ faces when they sing! 
There are times in our lives when that joy is missing.  We just can’t feel it.  We’ve all had these times.  Some-
times there is a definite reason to feel joyless, like the death of a spouse, loss of a job, sickness, etc.  Sometimes 
the reason for the feeling isn’t so easy to pinpoint. 
That’s why I wanted to write this Parable article about Palm’s Stephen Ministry Program.  By now, I’m sure 
that you’ve heard of this ministry at Palm, but, you may not be aware of how it could be a vital program for 
YOU! 
I felt the pull to become a Stephen Minister several years ago, thus beginning 50 hours of training. Stephen 
Ministers are laypeople who are trained to do one-to-one, confidential, Christian caring ministry with those go-
ing through a difficult time in life.  We are trained in how to listen, in how to minister to those experiencing 
grief, in how to care for those with depression.  We also learn how to care for people experiencing a medical 
crisis, to care for people experiencing challenges related to aging, to care for those experiencing divorce.  
We’ve had training in how to offer Christ-centered care during many of life’s most stressful times.  
In addition to offering this one-to-one care, Palm’s Stephen Ministry team has also offered workshops/services 
to support our congregation and community through life’s challenges.    
Last year, we held a Blue Christmas service for those who just didn’t feel like singing – Joy to the World! We 
are planning to hold this service again this year.  Look for details in the coming months.   
Presently, Palm’s Stephen Minister team, in conjunction with the Advance Care Planning Coalition of Aging 
Inspired, is in the early planning stage to bring a program to Palm called  
The Gift of Conversation.   The workshop is being offered to help families talk about end-of-life planning.  Im-
portant legal documents will be distributed, along with offering resources and tools for making end-of-life 
wishes known BEFORE you near the end of your life. The event will be 2 consecutive Sundays: Oct. 30 and 
Nov 6. (Attendance at both is recommended, but not required to benefit from the information.) A light brunch 
will be served prior to the workshop. 
Our Stephen Ministry team would like your input!  Would you be interested in attending this workshop that 
would guide individuals in how to talk with their families about what matters to them and to assist them in hav-
ing a say in their health care and final arrangements?  Please contact the church office or any of the Stephen 
leaders if you would be interested in attending this workshop.  There is also a note below which can be placed 
in the Sunday morning offering plate.   
We would also like to know how we can further help and support our congregation and community.  Do you 
have a topic of interest?  Can you think of a way in which we could help one another? 
Please let your wishes be known to any of the leaders listed below. 
 
Kristie Cavallaro   717-576-1595 
Suzanne Fox  717-813-1844 
Sandy Geib  717-964-1823 
Ann Miller  717-507-4807 
Pastor Rabbe  717-838-3311 
Kitty Wolf  717-383-6355 
 
So, let’s all work together to find and keep that -JOY, JOY, JOY, JOY, down in our hearts!  These are chal-
lenging times. Contact your Stephen Ministry team for thoughts and concerns. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Suzanne Fox 
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Cut off and place in the basket in the narthex, or mail to:  Stephen Ministry, Palm Lutheran Church, 11 
W. Cherry Street, Palmyra,  PA  17078 

 
NAME____________________________________________________ 
 
______________Yes, I would like to attend the workshop at Palm called The Gift of Conversation on Oct 30 
and Nov 6. 
 

Other topics of interest that you would like your Stephen Ministry team to bring to our congregation/
community: 

Social  Ministry is collecting kits for Lutheran World  
Relief from August 14 until September 25. 

 
School Kits 
4—70 to 80 sheet spiral notebooks8” x 10.5” 
1—30 centimeter ruler with inches on other side 
1—pencil sharpener to collect shavings 
1—pair of blunt scissors 
5—Black or blue ballpoint pens 
1—Box of 24 crayon 
1—2.5 inch eraser 
 
Personal Care Kits 
1—dark color bath towel 20” x 40” or 52” x 27” 
2 or 3—bars of soap equaling 8—9 oz. 
1—adult toothbrush 
1—sturdy comb, no fine teeth 
1—metal nail clipper 
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Directory Additions/
Updates 

the following additions/changes: 

 

         No updates 

Amazon, a percentage of your 

purchase can be donated to Palm. 

Visit www.smile.amazon.com and 

Church as your charity, 

automatically 

selects Palm as your charity. Then 

be sure to always purchase at 

smile.amazon.com. 

Dear members of  Palm Lutheran Church and Prayer Committee, 
 
Just wanted to say thank you for all the prayers and concern for me 
while I was a member of  the USMC.I have completed my 5 year en-
listment with the Marine Corps as of  8-9-22, and have returned home 
to New York. I will soon be starting the Police Academy in Virginia, 
where I have been hired as a Deputy Sheriff  with the Page County 
Sheriffs Department in Luray, Va. 
 
All your prayers were greatly appreciated.  God Bless! 
    Glenn N. Ostermann 
    Sgt. USMC 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6050632
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6050632
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
Greetings! On behalf of your church council, I am writing to share two significant 
updates that came from our meeting on August 9th. This will be another lengthy 
message – as has so often been the case during the pandemic – but please do read it entirely. Feel 
free to direct any questions to me or to Laurie Miller, our council president. 
 
Worship Schedule 
First, as has long been anticipated, here is the plan for worship beginning September 11, 2022. We 
will continue with one service of Holy Communion on Sunday for this school year, with worship 
held at 10 am. Sunday School for all ages will begin at 9 am. After worship, a time for fellowship 
and refreshments will be held each week, similar to what we used to do between services. 
 
Multiple factors went into this decision, but chief among them are our Sunday worship attendance 
and the number of people willing to volunteer for leadership roles in worship. At present, we do not 
have enough folks in church regularly on Sunday morning to justify two worship services, and we 
cannot sufficiently staff two services with the number of volunteers we have available. It may be 
that, by this time next year, our attendance will have increased and enough commitment raised to re-
turn to two services. Let’s pray that that happens! For now, though, this will be the plan for worship 
until next Memorial Day. The worship and music committee, and our council, will review this mid-
way through the school year, and will share any updates with the congregation. We are also  
continuing to review the comments that were submitted along with the survey. Everyone who  
included those has our gratitude for your feedback. 
 
Moravian Lovefeast 
Second, I need to share with you a decision that has been made regarding our annual Moravian 
Lovefeast. After a summer of prayer, research, and discernment, we have decided that the Lovefeast 
will not be held this year. We will still share Moravian sugar cake and chocolate milk during the  
coffee hour on that weekend, but we will not gather on the second Saturday of December for the 
Lovefeast. 
 
As with Sunday worship, many factors went into this, as well. However, the most significant issue 
was the changing makeup of our congregation, and its impact on our ability to run this service. Over 
the past two years, many of those who helped make this service happen for decades have died, have 
moved away, or are no longer able to be as active in parish life. Attempts to get commitment for new 
volunteers have been unsuccessful. Since we no longer have anyone to run the children’s choir, we 
would miss out on that portion of the liturgy. Moreover, our adult choir is no longer large enough to 
carry the service alone. Rather than attempt to offer a modified version of the Lovefeast we all knew 
and loved, the council and worship and music committee thought it best that we savor the memories 
of Lovefeast as it was, and look to the future. 
 
Where Now? 
Beginning on September 11, 2022, we will gather for one service at 10 am. Sunday School for all 
ages will be held at 9 am. Then, together, we will move into the future, a future held in the hands of 
our loving, sustaining God. We have been through so much since March of 2020, and we have a 
lengthy road yet to travel, a road on which we all need each other. I’ll see you at the altar, and on the 
road of Christian life. Until then, remember the promise we’ve been clinging to throughout this  
adventure, that our story will end the same way it began – in the hands of God. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pr. Carl 
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September Birthdays 

September  1 
Lillian Fox 

September 2 
Laura Davis 

September 4 
Kirsten Hurley 
Dennis Shreffler  

September 6 
Emily Dowhower  
Christine Harmon 

September 9 
Olivia Bleiler 
Brooks Williams 

September 10 
Tracen Brown 
Donald Hoover 
 

September 11 
Dorothy Felt 

September 12 
Christopher Huffman 
Emma Rexrode 
 

September 13 
Harlan Cornick 
Anna Tilberg 

September 15 
Norah Kisekka-Lwanga 
Phyllis Moyer 
Eileen Westley-Hetrick 

September 16 
Sue Kotzatoski 

September 17 
Alisha Nicely 

September 18 
 
Madelyn Tilley 

September 19 
Wayne Fox  
 

September 22 
William Huffman 
Ivan Kisekka 
Elisha Tilley 

September 23 
Ailyn Harmon 

September 24 
Kathryn Birch 
Dan Galvan 
Jake Nicely 
Kitty Wolf 

September 25 
Ava Walmer 

September 26 
Faye Gingrich 

September 27 
Adelyn Sivik 

September 28 
Gunther Gillespie 
David Thompson  

September 30 
Chris Drupp 
Laurie Miller  

September  
Anniversaries 

September 4 
Danielle & Daryl Daubert   6 yrs 
 

September 5 
Harry & Karen Fox 52 yrs 

September 6 
Frederick & Anna Tilberg 53 yrs 

September 13 
David & Joyce Brander 47 yrs 

September 16 
Carl & Yvonne Erb 61 yrs 

September 17 
Robert & Kimberly Nicely 28 yrs 

September 18 
Craig & Kathy Meyer 40 yrs 

September 20 
Kenneth & Mary Lehman 63 yrs 

September 27 
25 yrs 

Ron & Dorothea Conard 41 yrs 
BJ & Stacey LaPine   9 yrs 
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Current Fund 
Offerings $24,438.02 
Expenses $27,107.65 

Difference $  -2,669.63 

 

Mortgage Reduction Fund 

Beginning Balance $142,710.14 

Deposits/Interest  $    8,048.48 

Withdrawals $  10,038.86 

Balance             $140,719.76 

Money Matters …..from Palm’s Treasurer 

For the month of July, 2022 

*Includes $150K transferred from Capital Fund on 5/10/2010 

 

Pastoral Acts: 
 
 
 

Abigail Kiskye Kisseka 

August 7, 2022 

 

 

 

Phyllis Thornton 
Charlie Moyer 

August 14, 2022 

 

Capital Fund  

Beginning Balance $63,642.06 

Deposits/Interest  $   5,996.65 

Withdrawals $         0.00 

Balance $69,638.71 

 
July Designated Offering: 

Spangcrest $380.00 

Mortgage Loan Update: 

Special Designated Offering for September: 
ELCA World Hunger Relief 

 

Service will  
b e  h e l d  o n  
Tuesday, September 
2 5 , 2 0 2 2  ,  
 All services begin at 
1:00 PM in the Home’s 
Chapel. Volunteers are 
always needed to 
transport our members 
who attend the service. 

 

 

 

Our Missionaries 

• Dr Stephen & Jodi Swanson 
serving in Tanzania 

•  
serving in Tanzania 

Missionaries’ newsletters  
can be found on the kiosk.  
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Annual Church Picnic 
 

This year's church picnic was held on Sunday, July 31 at H.M. Levitz Park.it was a day filled with much food, fun and 
fellowship. We had 55 attendees this year, which included 8 children. 
 
Pastor Carl opened the picnic with Prayer. After a time of food and fellowship, our afternoon of fun began.  
 
Children's games were led by Michael Williams. Games included, peanut scramble, candy scramble, and bubble game 
to see who could blow the biggest bubble. 
 
Steve Inners played music for the cake walk. There were 10 cakes for the walk. 
 
Adult Bible Trivia was played by the attendees. 
 
Bingo was played by the attendees.  
 
Too many winners to name. 
 
Thanks to Mae Rader for providing all the prizes. 
 
Thanks to everyone for coming and spending time with your church family. 
 
Thanks to all that helped make this picnic a huge success. See you next year.   
 
H.M. Levitz park has been reserved for our picnic next year on July 30, 2023. 
 

Rally Day will be held Sunday September 11 at 9:00 am.  Everyone is invited 
to join us in the multipurpose room to celebrate the beginning of a new 
school year. There will be breakfast snacks, games, crafts and a chance to see all the educational opportunities 
and other activities and groups at Palm.  
Sunday School will meet each Sunday morning at 9:00 am before worship service.  
Toddlers-PreK:  Kathy Meyer, teacher, meets in the PreK room located along the main hallway from the gath-
ering area. They are using the Spark lectionary curriculum. These Sunday school lessons which connect kids 
with Bible stories heard in worship are packed with activities, interactive games and creative crafts. 
Kindergarten – Second Grade:  Linda Williams, teacher, meets in the classroom located in the secondary corri-
dor. They are also using the Spark lectionary series. 
Second – Fifth Grade:  Mandy Gettle, teacher, also meets a classroom off the secondary corridor and uses the 
Spark lectionary materials. 
Confirmation Class: Craig Meyer and Pastor Carl, teachers, meets in the Confirmation Classroom off the sec-
ondary corridor. This class includes grades 6-8 and anyone wishing to familiarize themselves with the funda-
mentals of the Lutheran Faith, based on Luther’s Small Catechism. This class uses the Head to Heart Confir-
mation series which is part of the Faith Inkubators programs. The lessons include Bible study, games, skits, 
fun quizzes and thought provoking questions, designed to further the participant’s understanding of their faith 
journey within the Lutheran Church. 
High School: Michael Williams, youth director, is the teacher, meets in the Youth Room, located at the end of 
the main hallway. The theme for this year is “I’m Alive” based on the scripture from the second chapter of 
Ephesians. Discussions and activities will be based on this theme. 
Palm’s Parents of Little Lutherans:  Dexter and Rachel Daubert, discussion leaders. This group discussion 
class will meet in the room adjacent to the PreK room. 
Adult Group: Scott Thomas leads this discussion, which meets in the conference room, located off the main 

corridor leading from the gathering area. This is a video based discussion group, centering on the day’s lec-

tionary. 


