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Welcome to Worship with Palm Congregation 

Greetings in the name of the triune God. All the baptized are 
invited to join in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper today. 
Please receive the Sacrament trusting that the crucified and risen 
Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, and that Christ 
himself instituted this meal for your strengthening of faith, 
growth in grace, and forgiveness of sin. 

Worship Notes 

•  Welcome Packets for Guests are located at the ushers stand 
The packets contain information about liturgical worship at 
Palm, congregation and our different ministries. 

•  Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices are 
available in the narthex. An usher will be glad to assist you. 

•  Please fill out a communion card if you are visiting today. 
We will forward it to your home congregation. Members should 
be sure to fill out a card at least once a year as their formal rec-
ord of participation for voting membership. 

Special Needs? 

•  

 

•  A Prayer Chain within our congregation gives support to 
those with prayer concerns. Contact Ann Miller at 507-4807 to 
add a person’s name to the chain. Names will be included for 
two weeks unless requested for a longer time. 

•  Counseling services for individuals, families, and groups are 
available through the PACC sponsored Palmyra Area Counseling 
Center (520 E. Birch Street, Palmyra) at 1-800-452-6517. 

 Stephen Ministers are willing and able to care for you by be-
ing present and listening while you live through a difficult time 
in your life. If you, or someone you know, feel a need for this 
kind of prayerful listening care, call, Ann Miller (507-4807), or 
fill out a lavender form in the pew and return it to the church 
office or place it in the offering plate 
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The Liturgy of Word and Sacrament 

 The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas 
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of 
Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all 
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to 
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who 
are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to 
be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s 
love to all people. 

Prelude:                       “Three Kings’ March”             Michael Barker 

*If you are able, please stand. 

Gathering 

*Confession and Forgiveness: 

P:  In the name of God the Father of glory; 
in the name of God the + Son, our Redeemer; 
in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P:  The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of heal-
ing. Let us gather under the wings of God's mercy. 

If you are able, please kneel. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Gracious God, 

C: we acknowledge that we are sinners 
and we confess our sins— 
those known to us that burden our hearts, 
and those unknown to us but seen by you. 
We know that before you nothing remains hidden, 
and in you everything is revealed. 
Free us from the slavery of sin; 
liberate us from the bondage of guilt; 
and work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P:  With a heart full of mercy and compassion, 
God saves us and + forgives us all our sins. 
Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us 
and by the light of the Holy Spirit 
guides our feet into the way of peace. 

C: Amen.  

*Gathering Song:                “ ”                             #300 

*Apostolic Greeting: 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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*Hymn of Praise: 

*Prayer of the Day:  

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the 
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in 
our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Word 

Children’s Time                                                    Michael Williams  

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1–6  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
The word of the Lord.                                  R:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 72 (Sung by all) 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1–12  

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for 
the sake of you Gentiles —  2for surely you have already heard of 
the commission of God's grace that was given me for you,  3and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words,  4a reading of which will enable you to per-
ceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  5In former gen-
erations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit:  6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift 
of God's grace that was given me by the working of his power.  
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ,  9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God who created all things;  10so that through 
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  
11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has car-
ried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  12in whom we have access to 
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

The word of the Lord.                                R:  Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation: 

*Gospel:  Matthew 2:1–12  

P: The Holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,  2asking, 
"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him hom-
age."  3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Je-
rusalem with him;  4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
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to be born.  5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared.  8Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage."  9When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was.  10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  11On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon:                                                             Pastor Carl Rabbe 

*Hymn of the Day:    “ ”    #646(  

*Nicene Creed: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eter-
nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in ac-
cordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and ap-
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ostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession: 

 Response: God of grace, 
Hear our prayer.  

Conclusion: Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in 

Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of 

God. 

Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace: 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Meal 

Offering of our Gifts: 

                                  “Brightest and Best”               

*Offering Song: 
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*Offering Prayer: 

A: Let us pray: 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your 
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh. 
C: Amen.  

*Holy Communion: 

 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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*Eucharistic Prayer: 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 
us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his 
death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us 
with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

*The Lord’s Prayer: 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion: 

P:Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Communion of the Faithful: 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life.  

C: Amen. 

*Song after Communion: 
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*Prayer after Communion: 

A: Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the 
good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Sending 

*Benediction: 

P: God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

*Sending Song              “ ”                 #290 

*Dismissal:   

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23025. 

 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Ministers of the Liturgy 

Presiding Minister Pastor Carl Rabbe 
Assisting Minister Laurie Miller 
Crucifer Laurie Miller 
Torch Bearers Vanessa Galvan  
 Sandra Geib 
Communion Asst. Vanessa Galvan 
 Sandra Geib 
Lector Ditty Woolley 
Organist Steve Inners 
Ushers Tom Gillespie 
 Kevin Loy 
 Steve Oliver 
 Duane Rexrode 
Alter Guild Vanessa Galvan 
 Trudy Nasta 
A/V Ministry Scott Thomas 

Our Palm family in Prayer 
 
Immediate concern Bonnie Housel, Robert Baker, Jr,  
Fern Baker, Chris Horn, Glen Kohr. 
 
Ongoing: 
Lorraine and Garin Moore, Jerry and Linda Geib, 
Cindy and Brian Hoy, Margaret Solle, Leon Riegel, Joanne Koch, 
Rayanne Lehman, George Henrikson. 
 
Worshipping at home: 
Nancy Lilly,  Jean Stauffer, Bob Walmer, Cindy Starr,  
Marilyn McCurdy. 
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Gifts given today 

Our bread and bulletins are given to the Glory of 
God. 
 
The chancel flowers are given by the family of Marie 
Dietrich in loving memory of Marie Dietrich in this 
her birthday month. 

Let’s take potluck!! 
 

Hospitality and Social Ministry will be having a 
monthly pot luck meal on one Sunday  each month. 

In January, please sign up for Palm’s potluck on  
January 22, 2023. 

 
Sign up sheets will be in the Narthex! 

Back by popular demand! 
 

We will continue fellowship and refreshments 
after each Sunday service. Fellowship will take 
place in the Gathering Area after service. Please 

sign up to help in the Narthex. 

How Palm gives! 
 

ELCA Good Gift contributions  can be given in  
offerings w/note for 
“ELCA Good Gifts“ 

Then Palm can send 1 check in January (Global 
 mission). 
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Insert 1/8:  
There is no PYG tonight as we will be at Winterfest 
 
 
Mark your calendars! Winter Fun Day is approach-
ing! 
JANUARY 21 is Winter Fun Day! Everyone is  
invited! 

We’ll leave Palm’s parking lot at 11am and drive 
to Nawakwa for a day of fun. If there’s snow, 
we’ll sled. If there’s no snow, we’ll hike and play 
games. The cost is $7 per person for the after-
noon. We have Dietz Lodge reserved so we’ll be 
able to serve food, build a fire, use the bath-
rooms, etc. We’ll have snacks and some pizza as 
well. 

Last year was awesome! We had a blast sledding 
all over Nawakwa! 

PLEASE LET MICHAELKNOW IF YOU PLAN TO AT-
TEND BY JANUARY 15TH! 
 
 
 

The annual congregational spaghetti dinner is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 18 from 4-
6:30PM. Tix for the annual congregational spa-
ghetti dinner will go on sale 1/22. Tix will be sold 
before and after worship 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, & 2/12. 
The cost will be $10 per ticket. We will offer sit 
down dining as well as take out orders. Dessert 
donations would be appreciated! Dessert donations 
can be signed up for at the ticket table beginning 
1/22. Proceeds go to help those attending Confir-
mation Camp. 
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Palm Lutheran Church  
11 West Cherry Street, Palmyra, Pennsylvania 17078 

717.838.3311 
www.palmlutheran.org 

 Office Hours:   Monday –Wednesday , 7:30 AM. to 1:30 PM 

Thursday 7:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

Friday—Office is closed 

Pastor   Pastor Carl Rabbe 507-841-1329 
                        pastorcarl@palmlutheran.org 

Congregation Council President  Laurie Miller 
    LAMiller44@comcast.net 

Director of Youth Ministry Michael Williams 717-265-6492 
    youth.director@palmlutheran.org 

Director of Music                Steven Inners   717-578-6048 
    sinners03@msn.com 

Administrative Assistant Ruth Welch 717-838-3311 
    parish.secretary@palmlutheran.org 

Director of Volunteer Ministries Sue Nale 717-884-5239 
    sanale@verizon.net 

Sexton   Jeff Zimmerman 

mailto:lamiller44@comcast.net

