
  

 

13th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 7, 2025 
 

Palm Lutheran Church 
11 W. Cherry Street  
Palmyra, PA 17078  

 

The Holy Communion 
10:00 AM 
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Welcome to Worship with Palm Congregation 

Greetings in the name of the triune God. All the baptized are  

invited to join in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper today. 

Please receive the Sacrament trusting that the crucified and risen 

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, and that Christ 

himself instituted this meal for your strengthening of faith, 

growth in grace, and forgiveness of sin. 

Worship Notes 

• Welcome Packets for Guests are located at the ushers stand. 
The packets contain information about liturgical worship at 
Palm congregation and our different ministries. 

• Hearing assistance devices are available in the narthex. An 
usher will be glad to assist you. 

• Please fill out a communion card if you are visiting today.  
We will forward it to your congregation.  Members should be 
sure to fill out a card at least once a year as their formal  
record of participation for voting membership.  The  
communion cards are located on the center stand/table in 
the narthex, and in the card holders in the pews. Please place 
a completed card in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. 

• Parents with small children: Please help yourself to the 
white activities bags (hanging on the wooden bear) in the 
narthex for your little one(s) who like to remain active during 
the service. They are filled with crayons, coloring pages and a 
few other goodies. At the end of the service, please return 
them to the clearly-marked basket so they may be refilled. 
Thank you! 

Special Needs? 

• The Teddy bears in each pew may be taken to someone in 
need of a sign of God’s love and comfort. If you are able, 
please place a donation in the envelope attached to the bear, 
remove the envelope and put it in the offering plate. (Be sure 
to remove the envelope before giving it to the recipient.) 
Questions? Call Kitty Wolf at 717-838-4186. 

• A Prayer Chain within our congregation gives support to 
those with prayer concerns. To add a person’s name to the 
chain, contact Ann Miller at 717-507-4807 Names will be  
included for two weeks unless requested for a longer time. 
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• Stephen Ministers are willing and able to care for you by  
being present and listening while you live through a difficult 
time in your life.  If you feel a need for this kind of prayerful 
listening care, call Kitty Wolf (717-838-4186), Kristie  
Cavallaro (717-576-1595), Ann Miller (717-507-4807). 

 

   The Liturgy of Word and Sacrament 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might 

be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into 

our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 

Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ 

in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in  

remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this 

hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.  
 

Prelude:  

    “When Morning Guilds the Sky”           (Held) 
   

 Gathering 

*Confession and Forgiveness: 

P:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

 Amen. 

       Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the  
 presence of God and of one another 

Silence is kept for reflection. (If you are able, please kneel)           
  

P:    Merciful God, and loving God 
C:   we are your stiff-necked people. 

 We trample on the needy. 

 We grumble about your grace to others. 

 We turn away from the poor. 

 Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

 Rejoice over us as ones who were lost  

 and have been found. 

  Amen. 
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P:   Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

 Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

 You who were lost have been found. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

(Please turn to follow the processional cross as it moves into the 
Sanctuary.) 

Gathering Hymn:    

“O God, My Faithful God”        #806 

*Apostolic Greeting: 

P:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:   And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie:   
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*Hymn of Praise:    
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*Prayer of the Day: 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
  

      Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual 
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in 
you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your  
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. . 

 Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon               Craig Meyer 

Word 

First Reading:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

adversity. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God 

that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, 

walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 

and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 

the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are  

entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do 

not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 

them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 

loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, 

for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may 

live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  

 

The word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: Psalm: 1 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the  

 wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the 

 seats | of the scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 

   and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in 

 due season, with leaves that | do not wither; 

   everything they | do shall prosper. 
4 It is not so | with the wicked; 

   they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment 

 comes, nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 

   but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  

 

Second Reading: Philemon 1-21 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to 

our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord  

Jesus Christ.  

 4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers,  
5 because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith  

toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of your faith 

may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we 

share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and  

encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints 

have been refreshed through you, my brother.  
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8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to 

command you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to 

you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and 

now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you 

for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 

imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 

indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my 

own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that 

he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment 

for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your  

consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and 

not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was  

separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back 

for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 

beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, 

both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 

welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you 

anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my 

own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 

your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you 

in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your  

obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even 

more than I ask.  

The word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel:  Luke  14:25-33 

P: The Holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned 

and said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not 

carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which 

of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 

it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 

finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, 

going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down 

first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to  

oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?  
32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none 

of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your  

possessions.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon:      Pastor Carl Rabbe 

*Hymn of the Day:  

      “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ”       #335  
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*Nicene Creed: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has  

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy  

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one bap-

tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrec-

tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession:  

Response:  God of Grace 

   Receive our prayer. 
Conclusion:  Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the  

   church, the world, and all in need.  

   Amen.  

*Sharing of the Peace:  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C: And also with you.  

Meal 
Offering of our Gifts 
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*Offertory: Psalm 139 

Offering Prayer  

P: Lord of the harvest, 

 we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

 Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

 but on you, who richly provides for us. 

 Multiply what we have gathered 

 to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

*Holy Communion 
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*Eucharistic Prayer 

P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the 

flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through 
the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the  
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise 
to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
 With this bread and cup 
 we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Bless this 

feast. 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 O God of resurrection and new life: 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. Breathe new life into 

us. 
 Send us forth, 
 burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth 

and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 

and holy Trinity, 
 Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer: 

P: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion: 

 
  

C: Thanks be to God. 

Communion of the Faithful: 

Communion Hymns: 

  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”         #802 

  “O Jesus, I Have Promised”     #810 
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*Prayer after Communion: 

A:  O God,  

through this meal you have strengthened us 

 and appointed us to be your servants. 

 Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

 with all in need. 

 We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 
*Benediction: 

P:  The God of righteousness, 

 who gives justice to the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry, 

 who sets the prisoners free, 

 ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn: 

  “Lift High the Cross”      #660 

*Dismissal:   

P:    Go in peace.  Do not lose heart.  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

Postlude:   “O Fairest Church of Christ”    

     (Sachs/Schreiner) 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy and music reprinted/streamed with permission:   

OneLicense #743020-A,  Augsburg Fortress #SAS0003025, and 

CCLI #3213795.   

 Attendance for August 31, 2025 Service    80 



16 

 

Our Palm Family in Prayer 
Immediate concern: Patrick Grant, Craig and Bonnie Housel,  
Sue Nale, Lee Phillips, Bob Baker, Brian Hoy, Hilda Maderik, David 
Snover, Kailyn Nadden, Fran Drupp, Nancy, Sean.  

Ongoing: Angela Machac, Andy Bomberger Leon Riegel,  
Harry Fox, Dan Charpentier, Mae Rader, Margaret & Craig Solle,  
Lorraine and Garin Moore, Cindy, George Henrikson, Pat Gontz. 

Worshipping at home:  Cindy Starr, Marilyn McCurdy 

Gifts Given Today 
Chancel flowers for today are sponsored by Joyce & David  
Brander in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Our bread sponsors for today are Joyce & David Brander in  
celebration of their granddaughter Katie’s birthday. 

Our bulletin sponsors for today are Daniel and Tracy Helwig for 
the Glory of God. 

New Deadline For Bulletin Announcements 

Deadline for submitting announcements for the Sunday Bulletin 

is end of day Tuesday. 

Book Study 

Tomorrow, Monday, September 8, 10:30 in the Gathering Area. 

We are finishing the book, 'A is for Alabaster' by Anna Carter 

Florence. Tomorrow we'll discuss  'X is for Oxen', Luke 14:15-

24.  We have two more chapters in this book (Y is for Yeast, and 

Z is for Zacchaeus).  Starting in October (10/6/25) a new book, 

'Mealtime Habits of the Messiah: 40 Encounters with Jesus' by 

Conrad Gempf (can be ordered through  Amazon or 

Bookshop.org). The chapters in both of these books stand alone, 

so feel free to join us any time.  Point of contact is Linda  

Williams. 

Flood Buckets 

For September, we will be collecting scrub brushes, with or  

without handles. As a reminder, you can still bring dish washing  

detergent and laundry detergent if you missed it in June and  

July.  We still need 5-gallon buckets with lids.  They can be used 

with Logo’s on the outside.  The insides need to be clean.  Please 

see bulletin board for items we will continue to collect for  

Hygiene Kits.  The people around the U.S. and locally will  

certainly appreciate all your contributions.  Thank You. 
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Rise for Hunger Project 

During the month of September, Palm Lutheran will be teaming 

up with Palmyra First United Methodist Church for a Rise for  

Hunger project taking place on November 8, 2025. This is to 

help feed babies to adults in Third World countries where there 

is starvation.  In order to contribute, please take a Blessing Cup 

to put your loose change in or if you go out to dinner, place that 

amount in a Blessing Cup. These folks need this nourishment in 

order to survive and become more independent.  Thank you for 

all your support.  Palmyra First United Methodist is also having 

a spaghetti dinner fundraiser to help raise funds for this project 

to take place on September 20 at their church. Please see Phyllis  

Moyer for tickets and with any question you may have. 

United Women in Faith  
The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference for United Women in Faith 

will be held at Palmyra United First Methodist Church on  

October 18 at 9:30 am. You do not need tickets. It is free to all 

women. Please plan to attend. See Phyllis Moyer with any  

questions. 

Members of Palm 

Palm's church council provides a great opportunity to share 

your gifts and to serve through God’s grace. We are currently 

seeking members that would like to be placed on the ballot as a 

council candidate for the November 2025 Congregational  

Meeting. In 2026 there will be an opening for at least 4  

candidates. Our Constitution (C12.01) requires between 9 and 

15 members to serve on church council. If you’re interested in 

learning more about being a council member, or would like to be 

considered for nomination, please speak with the following 

Council Nomination Committee members before or after church 

or contact them at the following:  

Matt Blanchard - mdblanchard@comcast.net or (717) 832-0548 

Ben Ricker - (717) 838-8175  

Kim Allen - kimjallen17028@gmail.com or (717) 469-9645 

Laurie Miller - lamiller44@comcast.net or (717) 344-6012  

 

mailto:mdblanchard@comcast.net
mailto:kimjallen17028@gmail.com
mailto:lamiller44@comcast.net


18 

 

Rally Day  

Will be held Sunday September 7 at 9:00 am. Everyone is invited 

to join us in the multipurpose room to celebrate the beginning of 

a new school year. There will be breakfast snacks, games, crafts 

and a chance to see all the educational opportunities and other 

activities and groups at Palm. Games and activities will be based 

on stories from the lectionary of the fall curriculum. Bible stories 

include the lost sheep, the Saducee’s question, the mustard 

seed, Zacchaeus and ten men healed. Collect a prize by visiting 

all the display tables! Hope to see you at Rally Day and  

throughout the year each Sunday at 9:00 am for Sunday School, 

where there are classes for every age. Also, join us for  

intergenerational programs the first Sunday of each month. 

Sunday School will meet each Sunday morning at 

9:00 am before worship service.    

Kindergarten-2nd Grade:  Kathy Meyer, teacher, meets in the 

classroom in the secondary corridor.  

3rd Grade-5th Grade:  Linda Williams, teacher, meets in the  

classroom located in the secondary corridor. They are also  

using the Spark lectionary series. 

High School: Michael Williams, youth director, is the teacher, 

meets in the Youth Room, located at the end of the main  

hallway.  

Palm’s Parents of Little Lutherans:  Dexter and Rachel Daubert, 

discussion leaders. This group discussion class will meet in the 

room adjacent to the PreK room along the main corridor. 

Adult Group: Scott Thomas leads this discussion, which meets in 

the conference room, located off the main corridor leading from 

the gathering area. This is a video based discussion group,  

centering on the day’s lectionary.  

Confirmation Class: Craig Meyer and Pastor Carl, teachers, 

meets in the Confirmation Classroom off the secondary  

corridor, using the Faith Inkubators curriculum.  This class  

includes grades 6-8 and anyone wishing to familiarize  

themselves with the fundamentals of the Lutheran Faith, based 

on Luther’s Small Catechism.  
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Current Fund    

Income  $17,979.98  

Expenses  $30,027.44  

Difference  -$12,047.46  

Capital Fund    

Beginning Balance  $100,348.82  

Deposits & Interest  $873.49  

Withdrawals  $0.00  

Ending Balance  $101,222.31  

Mortgage Reduction Fund    

Beginning Balance  $28,673.61  

Deposits & Interest  $6,204.14   

Withdrawals  $10,038.86  

Ending Balance  $24,838.89  

Designated Offering for August 2025  

        Confirmation Camp  $585.00  

Money Matters 
Month of August 2025 
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Building into Christ's Future 

Mortgage Loan Update  

August 31, 2025 

Beginning Mortgage Principal Balance:    $1,720,000 

Current Mortgage Principal Balance:        $   847,320 

Gifts Received less Mortgage Payment:   $   -   3,835 

Mortgage  
Charge 

Current Month 
Interest 
Payment 

Gifts  
Received 

Current Month 
Principal 
Payment 



22 

 

 Ministers of the Liturgy 
Presiding Minister Pastor Carl Rabbe 

Assisting Minister Phyllis Moyer 

Crucifer Phyllis Moyer 

Communion Assistants Steve Kahl  
 Patty Van Scyoc 

Lector Kitty Wolf  

Organist Holly Gainor 

Torch Bearers Steve Kahl  
 Patty Van Scyoc 

Greeters Elaine Thompson 
 Kitty Wolf 

Ushers Rodney Ditzler 
 Chris Kohr 

 Steve Ricker 
 Tom Gillispie  

Altar Guild           Alison Felt 

 Dorothy Felt 

A/V Ministry Scott Thomas 

Palm Lutheran Church  
11 West Cherry Street, Palmyra, Pennsylvania 17078 

717.838.3311 
www.palmlutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday–Thursday, 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

Pastor Pastor Carl Rabbe 507-841-1329 

     pastorcarl@palmlutheran.org 

Congregation Council President  Dexter Daubert 717-383-0365 

     dexnred@gmail.com  

Director of Youth Ministry   Michael Williams 717-265-6492 
                                                             youth.director@palmlutheran.org 

Director of Music   Holly Gainor     717-579-9375 

                                                               palmlutheranmusic@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator   Fatima Nelson  717-838-3311 

                                               parish.secretary@palmlutheran.org 

Director of Volunteer Ministries   Sue Nale          717-884-5239 
                                                                sanale@verizon.net 

Sexton                   Lauren Conard 
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Yoko Tokuda Recital  September 5, 6:30–7:30 pm  
Sanctuary 

Rally Day September 7, 9:00-10:00 am  MPR 

 Lauren on Vacation September 8 thru September 12 

Book Club September 8, 10:30-11:30 GA 

Council Meeting September 9, 7:00-8:30 pm CR 

Memory Care September 11, 10:00-11:30 am Parlor 

Book Club September 15, 10:30-11:30 GA 

Parish Visitor  
Committee 

September 16, 10:00 am GA 

Noon Meal September 18,  12:00-1:00 pm 

Concert-Elena Millar &  
Katherine Merryman 

September 20, 6:00-8:00 pm  
Sanctuary 

Book Club September 22, 10:30-11:30 GA 

Londonderry Village 
Service 

September 23, 10:00-11:00 

Book Club September 29, 10:30-11:30 GA 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

September 5 thru September 30, 2025 

Lift Classes begin September 8, 9:00am to 10:00am in the MPR 
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Can You Find All The Words 
 Psalm 1 


