
 

 

Good Friday Home Readings: The Passion of Jesus from the Gospels 
with prophecy from the Old Testament  
 
Maundy Thursday  
Love: Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
Jesus began His final hours with his disciples buy showing them His 
great love through an act of humble service: 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had 
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
 
John 13: 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” 
 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.” 
 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and 
my head as well!” 
 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their 
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one 



 

 

of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why 
he said not every one was clean. 
 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he 
asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell 
you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will 
be blessed if you do them. 
 
 
 
The Last Supper: Mark 14 
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was 
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” 
13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the 
owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show 
you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us 
there.” 
16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus 
had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
 
17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they 
were reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you 
will betray me—one who is eating with me.” 
19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you 
don’t mean me?” 



 

 

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the 
bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. 
But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for 
him if he had not been born.” 
 
Words of institution 
Mark 14:22-26 
22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is 
my body.” 
23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and they all drank from it. 
24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he 
said to them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
 
Jesus is Betrayed  
Mark 14:42-52  
Although it was Judas who betrayed him, when Jesus was arrested the 
rest of his disciples deserted him as well.  Mark records this account for 
us:  
42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 43 Just as he was 
speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd 
armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of 
the law, and the elders. 
44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is 
the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to 
Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus and 
arrested him. 47 Then one of those standing near drew his sword and 
struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with 
swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching 



 

 

in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must 
be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and fled. 
51 A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following 
Jesus. When they seized him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment 
behind. 
 
Psalm 41:5-9  
His betrayal by Judas was prophesied in Psalm 41: 
My enemies say of me in malice, 
    “When will he die and his name perish?” 
When one of them comes to see me, 
    he speaks falsely, while his heart gathers slander; 
    then he goes out and spreads it around. 
All my enemies whisper together against me; 
    they imagine the worst for me, saying, 
 “A vile disease has afflicted him; 
    he will never get up from the place where he lies.” 
Even my close friend, 
    someone I trusted, 
one who shared my bread, 
    has turned against me. 
 
Peter Disowns Jesus 
Mark 14:66-72  
Finally, even Peter, who had sworn his allegiance to Jesus disowned him 
publicly: 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 
high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she 
looked closely at him. 
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 
68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking 
about,” he said, and went out into the entryway. 
69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing 
around, “This fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it. 



 

 

After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one 
of them, for you are a Galilean.” 
71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know 
this man you’re talking about.” 
72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter 
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and 
wept. 
 
Zechariah 13:6-7  (Reader 2) 
The prophet Zechariah prophesied the utter forsakenness of Jesus by all 
of his friends: 
 If someone asks, ‘What are these wounds on your body?’ they will 
answer, ‘The wounds I was given at the house of my friends.’ 
“Awake, sword, against my shepherd, 
    against the man who is close to me!” 
    declares the Lord Almighty. 
“Strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep will be scattered, 
 
Jesus, the King of Kings is tried by a Roman Governor: 
Mark 15:1-15 (Reader 1) 
1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the 
teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they 
bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 
2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked 
him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are 
accusing you of.” 
5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the 
people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the 
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd 
came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 



 

 

9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 
10 knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed 
Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
Pilate release Barabbas instead. 
12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked them. 
13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 
14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He 
had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  
 
 
 
Jesus goes to the cross and is insulted: 
Luke 23:32-43  
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They 
said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One.” 
 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
 
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of 
the jews. 
 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 
you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
 



 

 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 
 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 
 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 
Psalm 22:6-8  
A Thousand years before, King David spoke of Jesus on the cross: 
But I am a worm and not a man, 
    scorned by everyone, despised by the people. 
All who see me mock me; 
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
“He trusts in the Lord,” they say, 
    “let the Lord rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, 
    since he delights in him.” 
 
The Death of Jesus: 
Luke 23:44-56  
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he 
breathed his last. 
 
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 
“Surely this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts 
and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women 



 

 

who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 
things. 
 
The Burial of Jesus 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a 
good and upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and 
action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was 
waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ 
body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in 
a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54 It was 
Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 
 
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph 
and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went 
home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath 
in obedience to the commandment. 
 
Whisper the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 


