
 

 

 

Ideas for sharing the “Flourish” vision with your church 
A primary goal of the Flourish initiative is to help your church family know that they are and can be a 

part of something great and bigger than themselves. Here are some ideas of how you can share it: 

 

o Preach the four week “Flourish” sermon series using or adapting the sermon outlines 

provided (https://pacificopenbible.com/resources/for-pastor ), the videos, the sermon 

suggestions below, social media postings, and culminating that four weeks with an 

opportunity for your congregation to respond. We can provide printed material to 

accompany your series. 

o Simply take four Sundays and show the 4 Flourish videos, letting the congregation hear 

what God is doing through Pacific Open Bible and providing your congregation an 

opportunity to be involved. On the fourth Sunday, pass out the Flourish brochures and 

provide an opportunity for your congregation to respond. 

o Show one Flourish video per month and talk about your vision for what you would like 

to see happen through your church in each of the four target areas (Next Generation, 

Discover Ministry School, Internships and Church Planting).  

o If you have them, have your own interns, Discover Ministry school student or young 

people talk about how internships, DMS or youth ministry has helped them in their walk 

with Jesus. 

o Invite a church planter to share what God is doing in their new church plant.  

o Show the Flourish videos on your social media pages and on your website, providing a 

link to the region’s Flourish page where they can find more information.  

o Make the printed Flourish material available to your congregation (in your foyer or 

information center, etc.) 

o Invite Chris Hansler or someone else from the region to spend a few minutes on a 

Sunday talking about the Flourish vision.  

o Designate one Sunday out of the year as “Flourish Sunday” where you share the vision 

of Flourish using the videos or having someone from the region tell the story.  

o Incorporate any or all of the Flourish targets into your MVP giving. Here are the links to 

those targets: 

o DISCOVER MINISTRY SCHOOL 

o INTERNSHIPS 

o CHURCH PLANTING 

 

https://pacificopenbible.com/resources/for-pastor
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.openbible.org/mission/leadership-training/sub-category?id%3D743c5124-471d-4e71-befd-4f895d0750b4&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1659036744407991&usg=AOvVaw1NaVFxspHvnQyCdRCvi4kJ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.openbible.org/about/regions/pacific-region/pacific-region-giving/sub-category?id%3D86b650f7-ec41-4b5a-8525-fe0191ce100c&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1659036744408293&usg=AOvVaw2Et4TsTnymubRFjxibvhs5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.openbible.org/about/regions/pacific-region/pacific-region-giving/sub-category?id%3De2d57687-d718-444b-90de-6ae6179a4092&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1659036744408566&usg=AOvVaw3rkSczotHM3ir_3k5xxedm
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God’s Design for Flourishing 

Four Week Series suggestions 
 

This could be broken down into a four-week sermon series, or you could adapt it to once a month or in 

other creative ways. These are simply suggestions for how you might implement this emphasis.  

Sermon Series Premise: God designed us in His image and from the very beginning He intended for our 

lives in this world to flourish. And though our image has been broken and distorted by sin, Jesus has 

made it possible for us to restore us to live according to God’s design and to partner with Him to help 

everything and everyone around us to flourish.  

Thanks to Mike Allison, Kelly Armstrong, Rick Sherman and Josh Stelly for putting these sermon outlines 

together! 

These are a part of our Pacific Open Bible Flourish vision initiative. Here are some suggestions as to how 

you might introduce and implement this initiative to your congregation.  

SERIES TITLE: “GOD’S DESIGN FOR FLOURISHING” 

• Week 1: We are created in His image to flourish -  thanks to Mike Allison 

o Show Flourish Overview Video    

o Announce: “Today we are launching our Flourish vision emphasis in collaboration with 

other Open Bible churches and the vision for our region in Pacific Open Bible. Over the 

next four weeks we will talk about how God wants us to flourish, we will hear stories of 

what God is doing among us in Pacific Open Bible, and you will be given opportunity to 

prayerfully consider how you might be involved. We can do so much more together than 

we can do alone!” 

o Preach the “We are created in His image to flourish” sermon.  

o Show the Overview video on your website and social media that week 

 

• Week 2: Helping our cities to flourish – thanks to Kelly Armstrong 

o Show Flourish Discover Ministry School Video 

o Announce: (If you have a DMS student, perhaps they could share a testimony or they 

could make this announcement):  “We are excited about what God is doing among us 

here and throughout Pacific Open Bible. We are a part of something bigger than 

ourselves and God is doing a great work among us! When we participate and when we 

give we make a Kingdom impact in our community, in our region and around the world. 

Together we are asking the Lord how He might want us to be a part of this vision, and in 

two weeks we will respond to what the Lord asks of us. Maybe he wants you to be a 

DMS student? Maybe an intern? Or maybe he wants you to give to support others.” 

o Preach the “Helping our cities to flourish” sermon. 

o Show the DMS video on your website and social media that week 

 

• Week 3: The lived out image of God – thanks to Rick Sherman 

o Show Flourish Internship Video 

http://www.pacificopenbible.com/flourish
https://vimeo.com/721249149
https://vimeo.com/731926795
https://vimeo.com/731928555
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o Pastor makes this Announcement: “We want to see disciples raised up, leaders trained in 

the practical work of ministry, and people responding to God’s call. We are a part of the 

Open Bible family and God is doing a great work! But we believe we can do more 

together than we can do alone. As a part of this Flourish vision, we have been asking the 

Lord, “How do you want me to be involved?” Next week I am going to ask you to respond 

to what the Lord is saying to you. You have heard our regional director mention three 

ways to respond: 

▪ Pray. Will you make these areas, these students, these interns, the future 

leaders of our churches and our new church plants a point of prayer? 

▪ Participate. Perhaps God is calling you to deeper training or service. Have you 

considered being a Discover Ministry School student? An intern? Is God 

preparing you to be a part of a new church plant? 

▪ Partner. Are you willing to give to support this vision to make disciples, develop 

leaders and plant churches? When you give regularly to our church, you are 

supporting these areas! But maybe God has put one of these areas specifically 

on your heart to give over and above. For $33/mo you could support a DMS 

student. For every $15/mo. our investment helps a church plant reach another 

new person. Or maybe you want to help support an intern?  

Please be prayerfully considering how God may challenge you to give either as a one-

time gift or as a monthly gift.” 

 

o Preach the “Lived out Image of God” sermon. 

o Show the Internship video on your website and social media that week 

o Pass out the Flourish brochure, encouraging your congregation to be praying about how 

God would have them respond 

 

• Week 4: Stewards not owners – thanks to Josh Stelly 

o Show Flourish Discover Church Planting video 

o Pastor makes this announcement: “Over the last four weeks we have been sharing our 

Flourish Vision initiative. In partnership with our Open Bible family, we want to see God’s 

Kingdom expanding by making disciples, developing leaders and planting churches. We 

want to be a part of a movement that is making a difference for eternity! And today we 

are responding, as we have been asking this question, “God, how do you want me to be 

involved?” At the end of the service we will respond. Maybe He is calling you to pray. 

Maybe he is calling you to participate as a DMS student, or an intern, or in serving in a 

new way in the church. And we will receive a special offering that will go toward this 

Flourish vision, and maybe he is asking you to give either a monthly gift or a one-time 

renewable gift. Here are some examples of what your gift can do: 

▪ $15/mo or $180 one-time gift reaches a new person for Christ in a church plant. 

▪ $33/mo. or $400 one-time gift covers a DMS student’s tuition for a year 

▪ $83/mo. or $1,000 one-time gift helps a church provide a summer internship. 

o Preach the “Stewards not Owners” sermon. 

o Provide an opportunity for your congregation to respond. 

o Show the DCP video on your website and social media that week 

http://www.pacificopenbible.com/flourish
https://vimeo.com/731927584

