
PRESSING ON! 

 

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 

the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13-14 

 

Dearest Friends,                              October 2021 

Perseverance (noun) per·se·ver·ance |  \ ˌpər-sə-ˈvir-ən(t)s 

- continued effort to do or achieve something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition : the 

action or condition or an instance of persevering : STEADFASTNESS 

 

One of the cherished attributes for any follower of Christ is perseverance. It is a hard quality to attain 

and rare to find in our world today. Without realizing it, we have sacrificed perseverance for 
progress, choosing the latter for its tangible gratification. Progress is easier to measure because it is 

easy to identify. Perseverance is rare and measures success using a totally different scale. Time. 

 

Disease, loss, hardship and suffering are harsh realities that we have to face. They are never 

welcomed with joy, but that is exactly what they produce in the believing Christian who chooses to 

focus his attention on the unseen (Psalm 121). The persevering individual also adds the long-term 

benefit of the hardships and is able to grow and become stronger as a result. For all of us, this past 

season has been an uninvited pause. You either chose to see it as a temporary inconvenience slowing 

down progress, or you used it as an opportunity to refocus your heart and your life. 

 

Slowly, La Montaña is seeing campers reemerge on our beloved campus. In October, we are hosting 

4 groups and our first volunteer work weekend! But is it going to be business as usual (even though 

the “business” was good?)? No, it simply cannot be the same much like you are not the same after 

suffering and loss. Our message will always be the same: directing lives to Christ, but our methods 

must change to adapt to the needs of this next generation of young people we hope to reach.  

 

I believe this time of refining and waiting has been to get our attention and prepare us for what is to 

come. In this last stage of waiting for full operation, I would like to ask all of you to pray. Pray for 

our staff, both current staff and those who will join us in the coming months. Pray for the Costa 

Rica churches to rise up to the challenge of reaching their communities. Pray for resources and 

discernment so that we will face this coming season of harvest prepared and positioned for the 

greatest impact. Pray for your part in the Great Commission and ask the Commissioner if it’s time to 

add “going” to your giving!  

 

Friends, thank you for being a part of the miracle of La Montaña Christian Camps and for 

persevering with us in this time of total dependance of God. Thank you for praying and for your 

continued generous support! They make a difference and we receive each one with deep gratitude! 

The harvest is truly plentiful and we are poised and ready for a supernatural reaping of souls for 

Christ!  

 

Until All Have heard, 

 

 

Joe Pent 

Executive Director 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/persevering
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/steadfastness
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