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I. Introduction and Background Correspondence 
 

a. Email to McClung from the Chairman (June 21, 2016), “I have been thinking that 
because we are challenged many times by the ecumenical forums about our attitude 
toward the cooperation with others, it would be beneficial to discuss about Charta 
Ecumenica which is one of the basic documents for the ecumenism. We have never 
taken a stand as WMC/PWF toward that. However, e.g., I am working in the Global 
Christian Forum as PEF representative, and we are dealing among other things with 
proselytism. It would be helpful to have a common understanding, if possible, at least 
about some basic things in ecumenism as Pentecostals. It would be better to say 
something as WMC/PWF than just as individual person.” 
 
b. Email to McClung from the Chairman (June 22, 2016), “Maybe we can talk about the 
way we can best promote world evangelism with a right Biblical ecumenical attitude. In 
that approach the Charta Ecumenica can be one aspect. We can evaluate whether it is 
promoting or hindering and in which way.” 

 
II. “Charta Oecumenica,” [2001]; the Global Christian Forum (GCF) 
 

a. “Jointly issued by the Conference of European Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Council 
of European Bishops’ Conferences, the Charta Oecumenica outlines a set of common 
guidelines for promoting ecumenical dialogue. The first section asserts the fundamental 
unity of the church as expressed in the Nicene Creed. The second section describes 
various areas for joint action, including evangelism, prayer, and dialogue on theological 
and ethical issues. In the third section, the churches pledge support for a just, unified 
Europe that engages in responsible economic and environmental practices. The Charta 
Oecumenica ends with a commitment to engage in interfaith dialogue with Jews, 
Muslims, and other European religious communities” (Source: “Resources on Faith, 
Ethics & Public Life” published by the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs; 
the document is found in various websites including http://www.ceceurope.org). 

 
b. “The Global Christian Forum [GCF] is a movement of representatives from diverse 
Christian churches, organisations and traditions meeting on an equal basis, to foster 
mutual respect and to address common challenges together” (Source: 
http://www.GlobalChristianForum.org, including “Global Christian Forum News” 2016 



Edition 02). 
 

I. First proposed by Konrad Raiser, former General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. An autonomous Continuation Committee was formed in 1998; 

followed by international consultations in 2000 and 2002. 
 

II.  To date, two “Great Global Gatherings” have convened: (1) in Limuru (Nairobi), 
Kenya in 2007 under the theme, “Our Journey With Jesus Christ, the Reconciler;” (2) in 
Manado (Sulawesi), Indonesia in 2011 under the theme, “Life Together in Jesus Christ, 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit.” A third global gathering will meet in Havana, Cuba on 
April 23 – 29, 2018 (theme not yet announced). 
 
III. Various Pentecostal churches and movements (local, national, regional) and also 

PWF representatives have participated from the outset in GCF global gatherings 
and “conversations” (consultations). Consultations: 

 
1. “Discrimination, Persecution, Martyrdom: Following Christ Together,” 
November 1 – 5, 2015 in Tirana, Albania. 
 
2. “Call to Mission and Perceptions of Proselytism: a Global Conversation,” 
(March 2017). 
 

a. A working group of representatives appointed by the “five 
partners” is preparing for the March consultation. 
 
b. The five partners listed in “GCF News” are the Global Christian 
Forum, the Catholic Church (Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity), the Pentecostal World Fellowship, the World Council of 
Churches, and the World Evangelical Alliance. 

 
III. Selected Discussion Questions 
 

a. From the Chairman’s correspondence: “How can we best promote world evangelism 
with a right Biblical ecumenical attitude?” “Is Charta Oecumenica promoting or 
hindering [world evangelism] and in which way?” 
 

I.  What are the implications/meanings of various key words/phrases? 
 

II.  Since it is a European based ecumenical document, has it been processed by 
colleagues in the PEF, PEM, and various European evangelical alliances? 
 
b. Did the November 2015 GCF consultation in Albania inform this discussion? 
 



c. Has the PWF Advisory Committee issued any guidelines/positions on these matters? 
What is the WMC role in serving/advising them on these issues? 
 
d. What terms relate to these issues and how do I/we define/describe them? For 
example, 
(to list a few): ecumenism; proselytism; nominalism; persecution (from Christians); 
mission; evangelization; “common witness;” conversion; discipleship; gospel (“full;”” 
“five-fold,” etc.); authority (word vs. church); others? 
 
e. What is our way forward on these matters as WMC/PWF? 
 
f. Other issues/questions/reflections/projections 
 


