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INTRODUCTION

 The Bible is not just a book, it is a collection of books. In 
one sense, it is a library – consisting of sixty-six different books. 
The books differ in size, theme, human authorship, and date of 
composition. They, of course, are unified in an over-arching the-
me (redemption) and divine authorship. The biblical books are 
also categorized by genre. This French term refers to the diffe-
rent kinds of literature that similar books are grouped together 
in. 

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew people recognized “the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Writings” (see Luke 24:44). The New Testa-
ment classifications include four Gospel accounts, one book of 
church history, twenty-one epistles, and one book of prophesy.

 The purpose of this document is to attest that in every 
genre of Scripture exists a foundation of missions. As Ralph 
Winter said: “The Bible is not the basis of missions; missions is 
the basis of the Bible.” May you, as the reader, reach that same 
conclusion after considering these examples from the library of 
Holy Scripture.
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I. THE LAW

A. In the Garden of Eden (Genesis 1:26 – 3:15)

It is a mistake to assume that missions originated outside of the 
Garden of Eden. The creation of the first couple in the image of 
God included the pronouncement that they would have domi-
nion “over all the earth” (Gen. 1:26). This declaration foresaw that 
humanity would spread far beyond the boundaries of Eden.

The Lord’s subsequent directive to the initial family commissio-
ned them to be “fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth” 
(Gen. 1:28). This remains the only command of God that the hu-
manity has kept. We have repeatedly broken all the other ones. 
However, the Lord is pleased with obedience to this charge be-
cause it reveals His love for all people who would come to dwell 
upon the earth.

By far, the greatest evidence of missions in the Garden of Eden 
occurred after Adam and Eve sinned. The guilty pair became the 
first “unreached people group” when they ran and tried to hide 
from their Creator. One does not have to wait until the New Tes-
tament to discover the missional heart of God toward the lost. 
It is clearly seen inside the gates of the garden when the Lord 
proceeded to look for the pair estranged from Him.

Although punishment was indeed meted out, it is clear the Crea-
tor is also a Redeemer, for His search for the offenders was not 
to condemn them, but to restore them and bring them back into 
right relationship with Himself. As we shall see later in the New 
Testament, the same Lord who looked for the lost in Eden is the 
same One who walked the shores of Galilee saying, “The Son 
of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Lk. 
19:10) It is that same voice that is heard in hundreds of languages 
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spoken by faithful missionaries sharing the message of Christ 
throughout the world today.

B. The Call of Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)

A case may be made that Genesis 1-11 serves as the preface for 
the biblical story of redemption that begins in earnest in Genesis 
12:1-3. Supporting evidence for such a premise derives from the 
writer having his hand on the fast-forward button, racing throu-
gh one third of human history (2,000 years) in the first eleven 
chapters. Genesis 11 includes the account of the Tower of Babel 
and the confounding of languages and the scattering of people 
across the planet (Gen. 11:1-9). When the reader turns the page to 
chapter 12, the story continues:

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kin-
dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And 
I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you and him who dishonors you will I curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).

After the sinful failures of Adam, by Cain, before the Flood, and at 
Babel, the Lord began to work extensively with the Hebrew peo-
ple who He brought into existence with the call to Abraham. The 
next two thousand years of recorded history unfolds the story of 
this man and his descendants. Through subsequent centuries, 
the Jewish people fondly point back to this promise that spoke 
of their becoming a great nation and the consequences that 
would befall their enemies.

However, they consistently forgot about the “bottom line” of this 
Abrahamic Covenant: “…In you all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). The children of Israel repeatedly failed to 
read the “fine print” of this passage that they cherished so much. 
Some in every generation have pondered, if God is “no respecter 
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of persons” (Acts 10:34), how then could He designate a specific 
ethnic group as His “chosen people?” The last line of this cove-
nant provides the answer. Because, through them, the Messiah 
would come who would bless all peoples of the earth with the 
offer of salvation. This remains the great mandate for missions.

C. Provision for Foreigners (Leviticus 19:33-34)

God’s mercy and provision for all nations is readily seen in other 
parts of the Books of Law. One example is the command that 
strangers be allowed to come in among the Israelites. Further-
more, they were to be loved by the people of God. This text exp-
lains why: “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you 
shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger who sojour-
ns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. I am the 
Lord your God” (Lev. 19:33-34).

The basis of all missions must be love for those who have not 
heard the truth. Thus, the people of Israel were admonished, 
“Therefore, love the foreigner, for you were foreigners in the 
land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 10:19). What a powerful reminder 
for the children of God. Later, when the New Testament begins, 
the young child Jesus Himself became a “foreigner in the land 
of Egypt” (see Matthew 2:13-15). Thus, Mary, Joseph, and the in-
fant Christ Child became immigrants for a season. Clearly, both 
home missions and foreign missions requires a compassionate 
heart for those of different nationalities.
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II. THE PROPHETS

A. All People Included (Isaiah 42:6; 49:6)

The prophets echoed similar sentiments repeatedly throughout 
their messages. Isaiah declared that God’s house was to be a 
“house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56:6-7). The Lord’s inten-
ded plan did not exclude any people group from coming to know 
Him. He also identified Israel as “a light for the nations” (Isa. 42:6).  
He explicitly declared: “I will make you as a light for the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isa. 49:6). 
The obedience of Israel was intended to illuminate those nations 
in darkness, who did not possess the Hebrew Scriptures. This la-
tter clause continues to be God’s great goal for the world.

The prophets not only had a message for their immediate au-
dience, but they also foresaw the future results of redemption. 
Joel wrote that the Lord would pour His Spirit out on all people, 
regardless of age, gender, or social status (2:28-29). This was the 
great passage that Peter preached from on the Day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2:16-21), launching the Church into the harvest to ful-
fill Jesus’ Great Commission. Amos prophesied that God’s res-
toration would include all countries that bear His name (9:11-12). 
Habakkuk echoed that “the whole earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, as waters cover the sea” (2:14). Thus, the 
“all peoples” perspective flowed through all their pens.

B. The Story of Jonah

Some of the Old Testament prophets wrote in such obscurity 
that we literally know nothing about them other than their na-
mes. However, the Book of Jonah is strikingly different. The en-
tire book features a segment of his life that served as an object 
lesson for Israel and a sterling example for us. The book has four 
short chapters and can be easily read in less than 10 minutes. In 
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chapter one, Jonah is protesting. In chapter two, he is praying. In 
chapter three, he is proclaiming. In chapter four, he is pouting.

While many people have a knowledge of the details of the story, 
the real purpose of the book is often missed. In the opening ver-
ses, we learn that God commands Jonah to go and preach to the 
Ninevites and he refuses, taking a ship in the opposite direction. 
When God told Jonah to “GO,” the prophet replied, “NO!” What nu-
merous people fail to see is the reason Jonah refused this as-
signment. The armies of Ninevah were barbaric, they were arch 
adversaries of Israel, and wicked above all peoples in that day. 
Jonah, along with all Israel, hated them and wanted them des-
troyed. He did not want to see them saved!

While on board the ship to Tarshish, the Lord said to the wind, 
“BLOW!” and the heathen sailors determined Jonah was the 
passenger on board who had caused the storm. Thus, Jonah 
told them, “THROW” and they proceeded to toss him overboard. 
When the great fish swallowed the prophet, the storm ceased. 
It is noteworthy that all the shipmen on board came to believe 
in Jonah’s God. He was willing to become a martyr to save their 
lives. Thus, he did not hate all other nationalities, only a specific 
one. And so it is with many prejudiced people.  

The episode with the sea creature ultimately persuaded Jonah 
to reconsider and go to Ninevah. His message “Yet 40 days and 
Ninevah shall be destroyed,” amazingly, was heeded by the ru-
ler and people of that foreign land. The whole city repented and 
turned to God! Over 100,000 people believed in the Lord. Yet the 
greatest revival in human history had the worst possible evan-
gelist. Why? Because when he found out that his message had 
been received with repentance, he became angry with God for 
extending grace and mercy to them (Jonah 4:2). 

The message of the Book of Jonah is to remind us that God not 
only loves us; He also loves them (unreached people groups), 
and we must love them too.
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III. THE WRITINGS

The bulk of “The Writings” is found in the Psalms. Even within 
that Hebrew hymnbook, the universal plan of God can be clearly 
seen. Within its pages all the peoples from every land are ca-
lled upon to praise the Lord (Psalm 47:1; 67:3-5; 100:1; 117:1). The 
responsibility rested upon choirs of Israel to make God and His 
deeds known among the nations (Ps. 9:11; 105:1). The result of all 
these missionary endeavors would be that the ends of the ear-
th would respond to the Lord in worship and devotion (Ps. 22:27; 
66:4; 86:9). Perhaps this truth is best summarized in Psalm 67, 
where a petition is made for God to bless Israel so that when the 
surrounding nations look at them, they will see the Lord’s work 
and come to know Him as well.
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IV. THE GOSPELS

When, at last, the pages of Scripture turn to the New Testament, 
the long-awaited promised One comes. Each of the four writers 
shine a special light on the missionary flavor of Jesus’ ministry. 
Matthew records the Savior’s emphasis on reaching the harvest 
early in His discourse (9:35-38). In this familiar text, Jesus em-
phasized twin truths by simply shifting the metaphors. In the 
sheep and the shepherd, one can see humanity’s need met by 
God. However, in the harvest and the workers, the opposite is in 
view - here we see God’s need met by humanity. Each of us ser-
ving in missions should always be mindful of our need for the 
Compassionate Shepherd. Likewise, we should always be aware 
of the Master depending on our faithfulness in the harvest.

Matthew also concludes his narrative with the most-used ver-
sion of the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (28:19-20). In His final recorded words, Jesus at-
taches His presence with our going. As IPHC national leader Mi-
chael John said, “A church that does not take the Gospel to the 
world does not have the presence of Christ.” 

While Matthew clearly wrote to a Jewish audience to convince 
them that Jesus was the promised Messiah, Mark instead pen-
ned his account to Gentile readers. This is evident from the fact 
that he frequently explains Jewish customs in his writing (7:2-4; 
15:42). Mark emphasizes Jesus paid the ransom, not just for the 
Jews, but for “many” (10:45). He highlights this with the Roman 
centurion declaring at the end of his book that “truly, Jesus was 
the Son of God” (15:39). This declaration from a Roman soldier 
while gazing at the crucified Christ is pictured as a sharp con-
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trast with Jesus’ disciples who slowly came to such faith in the 
first eight chapters of Mark.

The historian Luke powerfully portrays the missional truth that 
the Gospel is for “all people” (Luke 2:10). Luke himself may have 
been a Gentile. If so, he would have the distinction of being the 
only non-Jewish author of Holy Scripture. How fitting it would 
be that the Lord would use such a writer to emphasize the “all 
peoples” perspective of Christ’s message. In the prequel, Jesus 
is the sent one with the Spirit upon Him (Luke 4:18-19); in the se-
quel, He sends His church forth with the Spirit upon them (Acts 
1:8).

Finally, John adds his contribution to the four-fold composite 
portrait of Jesus and His mission. He uses the word “send” and 
its derivatives almost sixty times in his Gospel account. John re-
veals that the Father sent the Son (John 20:21); the Son then sent 
the Spirit (John 16:7); and now the Son and Spirit send forth the 
followers of Christ with the good news of salvation (John 20:21-
22).
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V. HISTORY

Acts 1:8 is surely among the most significant verses in all the 
Bible.

“But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.”

The importance of this text is visible in two ways. First, these 
words were the last spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ prior to His 
ascension. Whenever a person knows they have but a short time 
left on earth, each word they utter takes on weightier meaning. 
We tend to remember the last words our loved ones share be-
fore they die. Second, this language forms the outline that the 
historian, Luke, followed in writing this earliest account of the 
New Testament Church. The Gospel message would begin in Je-
rusalem (chapters 1-7), then spread throughout Judea and into 
Samaria (chapters 8-12), before finally reaching the uttermost 
parts of the earth (chapters 13-28).

Despite this mandate from the Savior and the promise of Pente-
cost extending to all people (Acts. 2:17-18, 39), the early Church 
appeared to be content to remain in Jerusalem. It took perse-
cution to ultimately cause them to begin to branch out beyond 
the city of the Church’s origin (Acts 7:51-8:3). Remarkably, Luke 
records twelve chapters of “some acts of some of the apostles” 
and yet the Church had not left the confines of the nation of Is-
rael. 

Finally, in chapter 13, the followers of Christ at last began the 
task of carrying the message of Jesus to the nations. Notably, 
the sending congregation was not the larger and older group 
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from Jerusalem; rather, it was a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic fe-
llowship from Antioch. These believers obeyed the Holy Spirit 
in sending Barnabas and Paul on the first recorded missionary 
journey.

Can you imagine what it must have been like for that first mis-
sionary duo? As they stood on the shore at Seleucia and wat-
ched their ship sailing closer and closer to pick them up, what 
must have been going through their minds? No Christian had 
ever gone on a mission trip before, but this initial voyage would 
prove that the world would never be the same again (Acts 17:6; 
19:10).
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VI. LETTERS

The richest theology in the New Testament emerges from the 
pens of Paul and the other apostles in their 21 epistles. The truth 
of God’s mercy extending to all people that was evidenced by 
the life of Christ in the Gospels and the spreading of that mes-
sage to the ends of the earth in Acts is clearly foundational in 
these inspired letters. Peter wrote that “God is not willing that 
any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9) and Paul added, “God would have 
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
(1 Timothy 2:4). The believer’s responsibility in taking the Gospel 
to the lost is vividly portrayed by Paul’s confession that he was 
“a debtor” to the whole human race who remained in the lost 
condition that he previously had known (Romans 1:14-17).

One of the richest metaphors emphasizing the missionary role 
is that of the ambassador. Such a title speaks of a person from 
one country, who goes to live in another country, yet remains 
on official business for the nation from where he or she came. 
Paul indicated that the “business” of the Christian ambassador 
is “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). Just as 
Christ came to reconcile the world to His Father, now that task 
has been transposed to the Church, the Lord’s representatives 
on earth.

It is in Paul’s theological masterpiece of Romans where the 
greatest missionary themes are pronounced. The Apostle again 
makes it clear that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). Yet he followed that direct pro-
mise with a series of four questions: (1) “How shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed?” (2) “How shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard?” (3) “How shall they hear 
without a preacher?” (4) “How shall they preach except they be 
sent?” (Rom. 10:13-14). He then quoted Isaiah’s description of the 
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“beautiful feet” of those who bring the good tidings of peace to 
those who have not heard it (Isa. 52:7; Rom. 10:15). It is the answer 
to these rhetorical questions that provides the instructions for 
the continuation of sending missionaries until all have heard the 
good news of the Gospel.
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VII. REVELATION

The enemy of our faith seems to possess a special hatred for the 
first and last books of the Bible. This animosity is likely a respon-
se to Genesis first predicting his doom (3:15) and Revelation em-
phatically telling how it will come to pass (20:7-10). Both these 
books have long been the object of rejection and derision. The 
former is dismissed as merely a myth, and the latter is catego-
rized as a mystery. Each of these assertions are false. Genesis 
is no myth and Revelation is the opposite of a mystery. On the 
contrary, it is the solving of the mystery. On the final pages of 
Holy Scripture, God the Father pulls the veil back and presents 
to ancient and contemporary readers “The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (1:1).

Not only is the splendor of the Lamb of God seen throughout the 
poignant pages of John’s writing, the ultimate fulfillment of the 
Lord’s plan for the ages is also vividly seen. Here it is described 
in the words of the revelator:

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clo-
thed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and cr-
ying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10)

Did you hear that? Can you by faith see that? “Every nation, every 
tribe, every people group, and every language” will have redee-
med representation at the coronation of the King! Here the evi-
dence will be forever present that Jesus indeed died for all peo-
ple. Here tens of thousands of missionaries from Church History 
will never again question if their labors were in vain. And all of 
this is portrayed as simply the opening ceremonies for eternity. 
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What was lost in Eden has been recovered and the fallen race 
has been rescued by the Son of God. The curtain is getting ready 
to fall on the last act of the ages. The drama is almost over. It 
is time to give our best performance for the Lord, for the grand 
finale of eternity is upon us as Jesus is coming again.
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