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For the past few years, several leaders of Pentecostal relief and development organizations have gathered to begin to
explore the possibility and potential for stronger collaboration within the Pentecostal relief and development actors. This
process set into motion the first ever Global Pentecostal Relief and Development Summit held from January 23 rd to 24
th of this year in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, U.S. Key leaders and practitioners from 11 Pentecostal Relief and
Development Organizations representing 8 different nations and 4 continents gathered at the Summit, which was
hospitably hosted by International Pentecostal Holiness Church. 
 
The aim of the Summit was express our heart and vision that as practitioners in Pentecostal Relief and Development
ministries we are better together. As part of national church fellowships and their mission initiatives, we share a
common conviction that the gospel as expressed through the local church is the catalyst for individual community and
societal transformation through the work of the Holy Spirit.  The first day of the Summit was spent listening and learning
from each other and responding to and reflecting on the following thoughtful presentations; Biblical imperative for our
relief and development work, the social impact of the work itself as well the need for how we talk about the increasing
role that gender awareness needs to play in shaping our practice. 
 
The second day focused on thinking and working through the potential for us as Pentecostal agencies to work more
closely together in the future. We took time to map out the global Pentecostal movements and fellowships, as well as
the nature and scope of the work each represented organization and their partners are currently involved in globally. We
looked into possibilities for Pentecostals to participate in multilateral tables and identified the importance of taking our
seats around these tables and building  a common Pentecostal voices to contribute to the ongoing global dialogue. We
also learned and shared about models and practical examples of networking and collaboration for increased synergy,
resource sharing and impact.
 
The afternoon of the second day was spent in prayer, worship and communion, and in contemplation of the question;
how to move forward in the light of all that has been shared and learned during the Summit? In response to this
question, the attendees of the Summit reached the following unilateral resolution. 
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A follow-up Summit was agreed on for January 2021 in Helsinki, Finland

Start developing common positions papers regarding the theology, philosophy and best practices in our relief,
development and advocacy work.

Look into establishing better communication practices between the organizations (message board, communications
channels, etc.) for sharing of information, keeping updated with each other, possibilities and needs regarding
trainings and sharing of resource materials, etc.

Foster the creation of thematic working groups between the organizations. There were a number of representatives
at the Summit with roles regarding gender or women’s empowerment that already connected at the Summit and
have met via zoom for continuing discussions and potential collaboration. Other working groups might include
advocacy, development and theology, humanitarian assistance, child sponsorship engagement, etc.

Explore the potential of connecting our work at regional, country and grassroots levels in order to better familiarize
ourselves with each other and possibly find concrete areas of collaborating in the field.

Organize a Crisis/Disaster Response Protocol to better communicate and coordinate the response efforts of PWF
churches through the Pentecostal organizations that are working in the crisis areas.

A summary of the Summit to be shared amongst the organizations and church constituent of the participants giving a
brief overview of the ongoing process, contents of the Summit and the agreed upon steps moving forward.

 
We as leaders and practitioners of the represented Pentecostal Relief and Development Organizations decided to move
forward with the follow steps and direction over the following 18 months: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In order to better facilitate these plans a task force assigned by the World Missions Commission of the Pentecostal
World Fellowship (PWF) was encouraged and mandated to plan, coordinate and communicate the steps and actions
points required to move forward. We believe that the process of exploration is as important as the vision and any goals
we set. The Summit was not envisioned to be a complete response of these questions of cooperation and collaboration
but essentially the beginning of a conversation and open invitation for others to join us for this journey.
 
On behalf of the participants of the Global Development Relief and Development Summit 2020,
 
David Adcock (ERDO), Max Barroso (IPHC World Missions), Daniel Lepojärvi (FIDA), Niclas Lindgren (PMU), Chad
Isenhart (Foursquare Relief).
 
PWF World Missions Commission Relief and Development Task Force
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