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singing to and about our Savior and his incredible
deeds to be so life-giving!  Do you find this to be true
for you? Isn’t there something unparalleled with lifting
our voices and instruments in unity to declare the
goodness, sovereignty and graciousness of God?

As much as I love musical worship, I find that it can
sometimes be a little bit like exercise - it’s something I
know is good for me and is even something God
directs me to do, but I often make excuses not to get
to it.  Work is busy, the house needs attention, I need
to spend time with others and the list goes on.  But
when I do steal away in that moment, put hands to
the keys and begin singing, it is a balm of rest, hope
and joy to my soul.

Rehearsing for Eternity
by Wendy Cunningham

Greetings, fellow worshippers of Christ! In such a
strange season of life and ministry, I have the
privilege of coordinating our music ministry at
Redemption, and I am blessed indeed to be able to
serve in this way. Initially it felt a little strange to be
writing to you about music in worship during this
reality we are living in. As a life-long lover of music,
this season of COVID has greatly limited the musical
exploits I would normally be engaged in, and it is a
strange, much quieter world than it once was! In the
absence of concert bands, choirs and chapel musical
worship over these many months, I am finding the
time we spend together as a body,
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Where do you live?
Rohnert Park.

How old were you when you started following Jesus?
My mom was the one that introduced us to Jesus. So I
would say I have always known him.

How long have you been at Redemption Hill?
About a year now.

Do you have family in the area?
Only my wife, Colette.

How do you spend your time?
These days I  spend my days with my dogs. We have four
of them. Ranging in 15 years old to 14 month. I am also
doing my Genealogy. Trying to find ancestors . I am 50%
Jewish from my father's side but can not seem to find
much info.

What's one thing that Christ is teaching you at the
moment?
Everything I now have is because God has given it to me.
Family is important. My sister-in-law was just diagnosed
with the same type of cancer I had.

What's something you're thankful for?
That I am still alive and survived cancer in my tonsil. It's
been 15 years now.
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come together and engage in this thing called
worship. In that moment where our voices all join
together in praise, thanksgiving, recognition and even
humble pleading, do you, too, find there to be a life-
giving, joy-stirring moment? Okay, maybe not each
and every time…maybe the coffee hasn’t kicked in yet,
or you’re still recovering from that argument in the
car, or are wrestling with what in the world God is up
to. At some point, though, a certain lyric, perspective,
or even just the camaraderie of singing together
draws us in and reminds us that we are part of a
bigger, more beautiful reality than what this current
one has to offer. 

Paul reminds us in Colossians 3 about the things we
are to “put on” as God’s chosen, loved people:
kindness, humility, forgiveness, love. He says these
things all work together to bind us in harmony
(musical pun completely intended!) and to cause the
peace of Christ to “rule in our hearts”. As he caps this
thought off, he reminds the believers in Colossae to
allow God’s word to “dwell in them richly”, meaning
that it will spill out as they teach and even admonish
each other using… you guessed it… music! Psalms,
hymns, spiritual songs (all those stylistic bases are
covered, people!!); use them all not just to worship
and recognize Christ, but to actually impact each
other!

Each Sunday, when you sing out to the Lord, you
encourage and challenge my heart and mind? Over
the years, I have had many people sheepishly tell me
that I shouldn’t “stand too close” to them, lest I hear
they may be slightly off-pitch, or apologize for not
making the “most beautiful, joyful noise”. But the
“noise” that we all make is a balm for one another.
Your voices minister to me, to all of us on the music
team, because we were designed to worship God
together.  

When we are in eternity and all is as it was ever
meant to be, do you know what will still remain?
Corporate worship.  That’s how important it is for you
and I to lift our voices together and sing - songs of
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joy, praise, sorrow, wrestling, and ultimately, humble
surrender to our victorious, perfectly deserving
Savior!  

This is a tough season, and we are all in different
spots with regard to meeting together just yet. But
wherever you are, under the canopies on the lawn at
church or on your couch at home, your musical
worship matters. Just imagine: you are “practicing” for
the greatest choir you will ever sing with in your life -
the chorus of the redeemed forever in eternity! 

Your voice of worship is a gift from God meant to be
used. It is designed to minister to others (yes, even if
it is off-pitch), to be a tool of expression and,
ultimately, to give utmost glory and regard to our
Lord. In this season of challenges, I pray that our
many voices are regularly rising up in praise and
worship to God, and in encouragement to each
other.  Can’t wait to sing with you soon!



Keep up-to-date with the ministry of our supported

missionaries via the Church Center app (RHC Directory:

Resources). You'll also find their contact details there, so

you can text / email them some encouragement!

Phil de Bliek: Recovering from a broken rib.

Cheryl Sands: Recovering at home following

hospitalization for chronic condition.

Margie Glassey: Recovering from emergency surgery

last month, following a post-surgery infection.

John Best: Underwent heart surgery last month.

Mike Abegglen: Begins new job this week.

Margie Wayt: Praise God for good progress and

healing, following breast cancer surgery on July 29th. 

Mark & Sue Stone: Mark's continuing ALS; Sue's

recovery from surgery this week.

Sudip Bapari and family: Praise God for the provision

of funds for a motorcycle, to help with ministry in

Bangladesh.

Pray: Calendar In-Focus
Sun Sept 20th

Wed Sept 23rd

Sun Sept 27th

Sunday Worship - on-site & online

@ 10am

Family Gathering:

Outdoor Picnic & Praise Night -

6:30 - 8pm @ RHC.

Sunday Worship @ 10am

"Daughter" Esther and her husband Phillipe: lost their 11 day-old

baby in August. They'll soon begin pastoral ministry in a remote

village untouched by the Good News of Christ Jesus.

For Covid illnesses to decrease!  It appears that many who've

been ill have had Covid-19. Schools & borders have been closed

since March. Distance-learning isn't possible due to a lack of

technology.

The 3 university gals who lived with her last year: praise God for

spiritual growth; steadfastness in faith.

Upcoming Presidential primary elections: violence related to

elections mounts each week. May the elected president allow the

gospel to continue to be freely shared.

Mali: This neighboring nation had a coup d'etat last month.

Ministry while stateside: connecting and ministering in the ways

God shows me; growing in likeness of Christ; thanks for refreshing

blessings during this time.

POINTS  FOR  PRAYER :

Financial Update
Projected General Fund Budget

thru 09/15:

Actual General Fund Giving thru

09/15:

Weekly Need:

09/15 Giving:

$282,253

$274,386

$7,628

$4,087

RHC Family Gathering:
Picnic and Praise
Wednesday September 23rd

6:30 - 8:00pm
Outdoors @ RHC campus

Join us for an evening of food, fellowship, worship and
the Word. We'll be meeting outside on the lawn, so bring
your own chairs / blankets and picnic.

Give online via ChurchCenter app or 

RHC website

Sending a check?

Mail to PO Box 571, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Brenda Allen

Missionary of the Month

Guinea, West Africa

Currently in California


