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only amazing but ridiculous.”We’re all familiar with
Psalm 24:1, which says, “The earth is the LORD’s,
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”
While we would each nod our head in assent, there
is historically (in the church) some kind of blockage
when it comes to tithes and offerings. We find the
very first inklings of a ‘tithe’ as early as Genesis 14,
where Abram, having returned from a victorious
battle, gave Melchizedek, king of (Jeru)Salem, “a
tenth of everything”. (14:20) (Note: no mention of
tithing off ‘gross vs net’.)
 
We also know the Bible is clear, “Do not put the
LORD your God to the test.” (Deut 6:16; I Cor 10:9)
Never a good idea (See: Numbers 11). 

Stewardship
By Mark Stone

John Wesley wrote, “When the possessor of heaven
and earth brought you into being and placed you in
this world, He placed you here not as owner but as a
steward.”
 
Chuck Swindoll writes, “Jesus talked about money.
One-sixth of the Gospels, and one-third of the
parables address the subject of stewardship. God
has given us three ways on this earth to invest in
eternity. Two of them” (time and talents) “are up for
discussion and we approach them with open-
mindedness. We can never seem to hear enough
about them, but …let the man address the subject of
treasure and he’s back on that age-old subject and
just trying to get our money. I find that not
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Oddly enough, there is an invitation to do so in Malachi
3. And it directly has to do with tithes and offerings. 
The children of Israel have returned from Babylonian
exile, but not (yet) to the glorious future announced by
the prophets, nor seeing God (yet) come to His temple
with glory and power. Doubt of God’s love and justice
brought discouragement, and their worship of God got
sloppy, degenerating into a listless perpetuation of
mere forms. Malachi brings rebuke to priests and
people alike. 
 

“Return to me and I will return to you,” says the
LORD Almighty.
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’
“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How do we rob You?’
“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse - the
whole nation of you - because you are robbing me.
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the
LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it.”

 
Let me paraphrase: “Go ahead. See if you can out-give
Me.”

This perfectly aligns with the origins of tithing, bringing
the ‘first-fruits’ to God. It was and is an act of faith.
Whether in livestock or produce (or money income),
there was trust that the remainder of the season would
be blessed by God and He would meet every need.
Jesus spoke into this in Matthew 7:7-11. (And see:
James 1:17-18)
 
Worried because ‘times are tough’, or reasoning that
your tithe ‘really won’t make that big of a difference’?
Firstly, it’s not the amount that is key. It’s obedience to
God in faith. Secondly, never forget that in the hands of
Jesus, a boy’s lunch fed over ten thousand people…
with leftovers! Jesus (also) commended the poor widow
that gave her (only) two copper coins (Luke 2). Finally,
we are moved in Spirit by Paul’s account of the
Macedonian churches in II Cor 8.- “Out of the most
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that
they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond
their ability.”
 
May God be glorified through our time, talents, and
treasures! May His storehouse be found full,
overflowing!
 

Where did Jesus go, and what does this teach us
about him?
What do we learn about his return?
What does Jesus’ return mean for how we should
live now?

Redemption Kids

THANKS:  Give  thanks  for  more  women  coming  in

for  test ing

WITNESS:  Pray  for  Br idges  to  be  l ight  and  hope  in
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Give online via ChurchCenter app or 

RHC website

Sending a check?

Mail to PO Box 571, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Stewardship, cont.

The Ascension

From Acts 1:1-14



Why Give Online?
 
Giving online is quick and convenient for the donor.
After completing the initial set-up process, further
donations can be made in seconds - no need for
cheques or stamps.
 
Giving online is also much more convenient and cost-
effective for the church office. It vastly reduces the
administrative time spent in processing donations, and
therefore reduces our overhead costs. This means that
more of the money you give can go directly to
supporting ministry.
 
 
How Secure is Online Giving?
 
All online donations to RHC are processed through
Stripe. Stripe is a major online payments platform and
is used by millions of companies, including many
household names.
 
Stripe offers industry-leading fraud prevention and PCI
compliance. Stripe has been audited by a PCI-certified
auditor, and is certified as a PCI Level 1 Service
Provider, the most stringent level of certification
available.
 
No financial data is stored on Planning Center servers,
but is handled instead by Stripe and stored on their PCI
Level 1 complaint servers.
 

Online Giving FAQs

Financial Update
Projected General Fund Budget thru

05/17:

Actual General Fund Giving thru 05/19:

Weekly Need:

05/17 Giving:

$152,569

 

$162,869

$9,826

$7,628

$0.25 per transaction via an ACH bank transfer (“Add
bank account”)
$0.33 plus an additional 2.15% per transaction via a
debit or credit card.

Click on Manual Verification and add your bank
information
Two very small deposits will be sent to your bank
account
Once these have cleared, go back to the Give tab on
the Church Center app or the RHC website, ensuring
that you are logged into your personal account.
Under, “Payment Methods” your bank should now be
listed. Click “Verify” and enter the two amounts that
were deposited into your account for verification.

What Are The Processing Fees?
 
Every payment processor charge fees; Stripe’s fees are
low:

 
As you can see, it is much more cost-effective to give
through an ACH bank transfer, and we would
recommend doing this where possible. Please note
that the funds will take longer to reach us this way (3-5
business days).
 
 
What Do I Do If My Bank Isn’t Listed?
 
If you’d like to give via ACH, but your bank isn’t listed,
you can still do so by manually:
 

 
Please note that Manual Verification can take up to 3
business days to complete, so you won’t be able to
donate immediately. However, when it is complete, you
will be able to donate with a much-reduced processing
fee.

For Further Help:

Visit the RHC website,

or email the Church Office


