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year, Liberty made an advent calendar, complete with
little doors and drawings behind them. Photo
ornaments created in the  preschool years are also
treasured. Whenever we open the boxes, it’s like
walking in a winter  wonderland of memories. 

The kids’ favorite items when they were younger were
the nativity sets they could play with - first Veggietales
and later Playmobil. We also have a nativity puzzle,
and other decorations that depict the manger scene,
as well as ornaments. These interactive ways of
focusing on the birth  of Christ helped keep the
meaning of the season at center of our celebration.  

Most of our Christmas books include aspects of the 

Our Family's Christmas
Traditions
by Marla Swoffer

Now that our three children (Joy, Liberty, and Jason)
are all teenagers, I have a clearer perspective on
what has made Christmas meaningful to us. It’s not
so much the things we do, but the atmosphere we
create. On the first day of Advent, Eddie brings down
the Christmas  boxes from the attic. One is full of
decorations and tangible reminders of the season.
Another  has books, music, movies, and puzzles. A
third contains ornaments and other tree trimmings.

The boxes have grown with our family. Every
Christmas, we have added gifts, purchases,  hand-
me-downs, and our children’s arts and crafts. One

The Word 
This Week

John 1:6-13

Pastor Tim Swanson continues

our Advent series, in,

Tyler Swanson
Learn more about Tyler

on the last page



Christmas story or have a Biblical message. For
several seasons, we have read a series of adventure
books written for Advent (and  Lent), beginning with
Jotham’s Journey. They give you a sense of place and
history while  inviting you into a suspenseful story
with well crafted characters. Most of all, they express
the  gospel in a way that kids can grasp. I read them
aloud each day over Advent and it gives us something
to look forward to. 

The Peanuts gang has figured prominently into our
Christmas - we own the movies, the soundtrack, and
decorations. One of our favorite traditions has been
to go to Snoopy Home Ice every December to enjoy
hot cocoa and fries at the Warm Puppy Cafe, skate
around the  festive rink, browse the gift shop, and
take pictures with the statues of the gang. Linus 
 preaching the good news in A Charlie Brown
Christmas never gets old. 

Every year we chop down our own tree (choosing it is
often a challenge with five opinionated people) and
then decorate it while having apple cider and
listening to Christmas carols. We always have an
advent wreath and we try (key word) to do the lighting
and devotional each Sunday of Advent. We usually
have two advent calendars - one with Scriptures and
another  with chocolate. Food is a central part of our
celebration. We love the Thanksgiving meal, so we 
 usually just repeat that for Christmas, which seems
appropriate - thanking God for sending his  Son.

Our Family's Christmas
Traditions, cont.

The Stone Family: Sue, Joey, Mack, and their

extended family, as they grieve for Mark, who went to

be with the Lord on November 27th. 

Tim Swanson: recovering from pacemaker upgrade

surgery.

Sarah, Isabelle & Josiah Mee: in the U.K.

Sarah's dad, Michael, has stage 4 cancer and is now

hospitalized with Covid-19. He is unsaved.

Her mum has also contracted Covid-19.

Doctors have informed her family that her father may

pass away soon.

Margie Wayt: recovering from breast cancer surgery

and healing from post-surgical infection.

Tim Welch: healing from recent stroke.

The Bauer Family: following the sudden passing of

Jonathan's mother.

Susan Ramon’s father, Bruce Botai: diagnosed with

terminal brain cancer.

RHC Leaders: For favor and wisdom  dealing with our

insurance company re: the storage room flood and

recent break-in.

Wisdom and favor with county and state officials

regarding gathering of Christ’s church.

Pray:

Calendar In-Focus
Sun Dec 6th

Sun Dec 13th 

Weds Dec 16th

Sun Dec 20th

Sunday Worship @ 10am - online
only
"Christ In The Feast of Hanukkah"
@ 10am - in partnership with Jews
For Jesus
Youth Discipleship 7-8:30pm @ The
Hansens'
Sunday Worship @ 10am

How old are you? 14

Where do you live? Windsor, Ca

Where were you born and raised? I was born at Kaiser
in Santa Rosa and raised in Windsor.

How long have you been at Redemption Hill? 12 years

Do you have family in the area? I don't have family in
the area. I have family in the East Bay (I get to see them
fairly often), Colorado & Virginia. 

What are some of your favorite things to do? I like to
play football, hang out with friends & play Madden football.
  

What do you love to talk about? SPORTS … Football,
baseball and basketball.

What is something you’re thankful for? Family, sports,
friends.

Five words that describe you: My family says… genuine,
athletic, thoughtful, fun, mischievous (I like to prank)  

Meet the Family - 
Tyler Swanson

Bless those in need of extra care by taking them meal.

Click on the link below to sign up:

Stone Family

Serve the Family

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=APWC1088


Those who are living outside: Winter can be a deadly time

for those living out doors.

Open doors to effectively bring the hope of Christ to more

people.

Staff: RGM is a volunteer-centric ministry. Without the

hundreds of volunteers that normally engage in ministry at

the Mission, the burden has increased for staff. Pray for

continued strength and encouragement

The Mission’s New Life Program: For a way to safely

introduce people in need of healing from drug and alcohol

addiction into this ministry.

Finally, we join you in praying for an end to this current

crisis that our world is in. We are all weary.

RGM  POINTS  FOR  PRAYER :

To borrow from the Apostle Paul, I want you to know that
what has happened to all of us this year has really served to
advance the gospel. I’m sure that you have testimonies of
that at Redemption Hill, and I can tell you with confidence
how God has used the events of this year to advance the
gospel through the ministry of Redwood Gospel Mission.

At the beginning of the Lockdown in March, it appeared to us
that the restrictions would keep us from serving as many
people as we had been. But soon after, we were given an
opportunity to partner with Alliance Redwoods to house and
feed up to 100 people at the camp, as well as continuing to
serve people at both our men’s and women’s facility. That
partnership ultimately led to expanding our ministry impact
and sharing the gospel even with staff members of the
County Health Department Community Development
Commission. That partnership is continuing into 2021.

Throughout this crisis, our mobile shower ministry has
expanded to eight locations a week. We are connecting with
people and ministering to them with showers, counseling,
evangelism and prayer. I heard from one church that ten
people from that ministry are now attending that church’s
outdoor services. I even had the blessing of attending a
baptism of one of those who had come to Christ through that
ministry.

Since we were not able to have large events, we
brainstormed as to how to continue to assist needy families.
One thing that happened was creating a drive-thru City Kits
Festival at Bayside Church. 300 children and their families
attended this modification of our annual back-to school
event. As cars drove through, they tuned their radios to FM
stations that we had set up, and heard the Gospel. (to see a
video of it check out the Mission’s YouTube channel and

click on the “city kids drive thru” or go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoif1MPKwJo.

I recently spoke to a pastor who told me that a family that
attended the event responded to the gospel message and
has been participating in that church’s zoom services and
Bible studies every week since then, and is waiting for an
opportunity to be baptized.

For Thanksgiving, we held a similar event (scaled up) at Spring
Hills Church. We served 800 families with turkeys, food boxes
and a gospel presentation. We are trusting God to open
hearts at this event as he did at the City Kids event. Videos of
this event will be available soon at the Mission’s YouTube
channel.

Over the next two months, we are doing a coat distribution.
We have safe, socially distanced volunteer opportunities
related to that ministry. We are looking forward to connecting
and sharing hope in Christ with more than 5,000 people
through the coat distribution.

Jeff Gillman

Executive Director

Redwood Gospel Mission

The Redwood Gospel Mission, in the grace and power of Jesus

Christ, mobilizes our community to minister to the needy so

that lives in Sonoma County are transformed.

Redwood Gospel Mission

Missionary of the Month

$366,166

$367,144

$7,628

$3,181

Financial Update
Projected General Fund Budget thru 12/01/20:

Actual General Fund Giving thru 12/01/20:

Weekly Need:

Giving for Week thru 12/01/20

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoif1MPKwJo.

