SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

REDEMPTION
HILL CHURCH

This Week: Pastor Tim Swanson will be preaching on Hebrews 13:1-6

3 Reasons Why
Evangelismeis.a Pétmary Means

for Spiritual Growth

What's Going On

Sun. 05/03

Sunday Worship; Communion Sunday;
Bible Adventure Week Volunteers'
Luncheon @ 12pm

Tue. 05/05

Food Distribution @ 12:30pm

Wed. 05/06

Youth Discipleship @ 7pm

Thur. 05/07

Prayer Gathering

Sun. 05/10/26
Sunday Worship @ 10am; Bridges
Baby Bottle Blast begins

06/07/26

Graduation Sunday; Outdoor
Service & BBQ
06/15/26-06/19/26

Bible Adventure Week

By Dwayne Cline

| unquestionably believe that evangelism is a primary means for
spiritual growth. I'm not debating the importance or priority of
meditating on the Word, depending on God in prayer, gathering in
fellowship, or practicing regular rhythms of fasting.

| do, however, believe that sharing our faith is critical to our
spiritual growth and the lack of doing so impedes our Christian
growth.

The Enemy’s Ploy

The enemy has tactfully distracted us from one of our primary
means for spiritual growth. Having pastored for 28 years and
spoken to hundreds of Christians across Canada, | know that
evangelism is challenging for many if not most of us. We huddle in,
rather than reaching out. The enemy has convinced us that:

e We aren't smart enough to share our faith (What if they ask me
a question that | don't know the answer to?).
e They aren't interested in our faith (They would just ask if they
were, right?).
Continued on next page
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e That we'll lose friends or family if we share our faith (They won't
want us around them).

¢ That we should leave evangelism to the ‘experts’ (Isn't that what
pastors are trained and paid to do?).

Most of us remain silent. We've even stopped praying for God to
open doors. Yet, one of the greatest joys and delights of the
Christian life is watching the Lord open the eyes of an unbeliever
across from you, in your living room or a local coffee shop, as He
saves them. If heaven rejoices when someone repents, certainly we
should! Seeing God save someone anchors your faith to your soul.

In not wanting Christianity to flourish, the enemy convinces us to
remain silent. He's successfully persuaded most of us to be
benchwarmers, robbing us of the privilege of leading friends and
family to Christ. Yet, God has called all of us to bear witness to His
work in our world and in our lives.

Our Call to Witness

* In Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus calls the disciples (and through
them, us) to go and make disciples. Your 'go’ is where God has
currently called you to live, work, and play.

* InJjohn 20:21-23, Jesus commissions His disciples (and through
them, us) as sent ones to bear witness to the peace God has
granted them.

* In Acts 1:6-8, Jesus declares that His disciples (and through
them, us) will receive Holy Spirit power for witness.

* In 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, the Apostle Paul explains that he was
dependent on the Spirit's power as he declared Jesus Christ
and Him crucified".

* In 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2, the Apostle Paul describes us as
ministers of reconciliation and Christ's ambassadors.

¢ |n Colossians 4:2-6, the Apostle calls us to pray for both open
doors and clarity in declaring the gospel.

Why Is Evangelism a Primary Means of Spiritual Growth?

1. Evangelism necessitates our dependency on God in
prayer and fasting.

You pray day after day, month after month, year after year for
God's salvation for friends, family, and colleagues, and you fast in
dependence on God. We can't save anyone.

Continued on next page

Pray:

Jasmine Basch: Recovering
from heart procedure on 03/16
Jonathan Bauer: Recovering
from knee surgery.

Brandi Durham: Injured knee
and ankle; repeated fainting.
Linda Hubley: For comfort from
the Lord, his Word, and his
people. For continuance of the
perfect peace she currently
experiences. That she would
make the most of every day,
especially during the “better”
periods between treatments.
That she would identify and
make the most of opportunities
to speak with others about the
Lord.

Kathy Hughes (wife of Dan);
Diagnosed with stressed
kidney, lung cancer. Dan is
caring for her and working full
time.

Greg Jackson: Gods guidance
and direction, family
reconciliation.

Kevin Moore: Comfort over
continued grieving over his
daughter, Christine.

Jenn Welch: Recovery from
surgery; for strong functioning
of remaining kidney.

Robin Williams: Preparing for
Joni & Friends Missions trip;
for those she'll meet and
minister to.

Bible Adventure Week: For
opportunities to invite families;
for planning and preparations.
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We cry out to God to open the eyes of those with whom we are sharing the gospel. We petition God to
open a door in their lives so we can share our hope in Christ. We ask God to enable us to
declare the gospel clearly.

Thirty years ago, a year before we met, the Lord saved my wife from an unbelieving home. We have
prayed faithfully for her family. He has graciously saved her mom this year. Thanks be to God.

We should be praying, “God, would you open doors in the life of my family member, friend, or colleague?
Would you grant me the strength to walk through the doors you open. Would you empower me to share
the gospel clearly and open their eyes to Your saving truth.”

2. Evangelism necessitates our reliance on the Holy Spirit.

We can't change anyone’s life or convict a heart of its need for salvation. We can't raise someone from the
dead. The Holy Spirit does. In Acts 1, the Apostle Paul reminds us that the Holy Spirit gives us power for
witness. In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul wanted his message to be demonstrated with the Spirit's power and not
with wise and persuasive words so that the new faith of believers would rest on God's power and not on
human wisdom.

God's Spiritis in us. He is our Counselor and Guide. In John 16:8-11, Jesus reminds us that the Holy Spirit
will convict the world of sin because people do not believe in Him. His convicting power turns them to
their need for a Savior. May we learn to rely on the Holy Spirit.

Htoonay was born in Myanmar. He grew up without running water, sanitation, or electricity. His family
came to Canada when he was a teenager. Having only a grade 7 education from a refugee camp, he soon
turned to a life of drugs. His parents evicted him from their apartment. He stayed with his grandfather
from time to time. His grandfather was a godly man, also illiterate. The only portions of the Bible he knew
were those he had memorized. Having never read an apologetic book, he relied on the Spirit to faithfully
witness to his grandson. He lovingly and graciously pointed his grandson to Christ. At his grandfather’s
funeral, God opened Htoonay's eyes to the truth of the gospel and saved him (as heaven rejoiced).
Evangelism necessitates our reliance on the Holy Spirit.

3. Evangelism necessitates a rigorous study of God’'s Word

In Matthew 28, Jesus commissions us to teach new disciples to obey everything He has commanded.
When an unbelieving friend asks, “What's a Trinity?” or wonders why we believe the Bible is God's Word,
we dig into the Word to answer them.

Several years ago, | was discipling a young man whom God had recently saved. He was struggling with
employment. When we sat down to discuss the passages he read that week, he started the conversation
by saying, “I decided to turn to God's Word for help with employment. | read the book of job’ looking for a
sample resume or six steps to a better career, but it was about a man named Job.”

Continued on next page
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A young man that God saved from a Buddhist home recently
shared with me that when he wanted to work on his character and
learn how God would have him ‘act/, he read the book of Acts.

A young man or woman coming to faith from an unbelieving home
knows nothing about the Bible. God will use us to disciple them,
which will necessitate our faithful reading and study of His Word.

Sharing our faith is a primary means of spiritual growth as:

* Evangelism necessitates our dependency on God in prayer and
fasting,

* Evangelism necessitates our reliance on the Holy Spirit, and

e Evangelism necessitates a rigorous study of God’'s Word.

[Over the summer] season, many of us will have the opportunity to
interact with unbelieving friends, family, and colleagues. Pray that
God would open doors into their lives, as we rely on the Holy Spirit
to move in power to save them. May we rigorously study the Word
of truth to direct them to Jesus, Emmanuel, the Christ, teaching
them to obey everything He has commanded.

May our conviction be that the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
is the hope and longing of every human heart, and may the Lord be
gracious and add to our number daily those that are being saved—
not just in our world or our countries but in our cities and local
churches. I'm thankful our God loves to save.

Cline, Dwayne. “3 Reasons Why Evangelism Is a Primary Means for Spiritual
Growth.” The Gospel Coalition | Canada, 10 Dec. 2024,
ca.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-reasons-why-evangelism-is-a-primary-means-
for-spiritual-growth/.
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Bible Adventure Week is our VBS and a whole-church effort to reach our local
communities with the gospel of Christ!

Get Involved!

Pray
e About who you might invite, and for the Lord to draw them to Himself through BAW.
* For opportunities to reach out to young families in the Kawana Springs area.
e For all of the volunteers as they prepare.

Invite
Bible Adventure Week is open to all kids aged 4-11 —
especially those with no church background! Pray for and
invite families you'd love to see come to salvation in Christ!
¢ (Classmates
e Co-workers

LEARN MORE AT

e Neighbors
e S ; TODAY'S LUNCHEON
ports teams
Famil
B At 12pm today we’ll be
Serve gathering in the Youth

Room to learn more

There are many ways to get involved - before and during BAW: about this year's Bible

* Decor Adventure Week and

* Prayer Team ways to get involved.

* Leading a group of kids Attending does not

* Assisting with the Bible time, games, or crafts commit you to

* Preparing and serving snacks volunteering!! Lunch and
e Registration childcare provided.

e (Chatting with parents
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BRIDGES

Pregnancy Clinic and Care Center

MISSIONARIES OF THE MONTH

Prayer Points
e Zoning permit success (pray that it is finalized on schedule,
May 14)
e A successful first Swing-for-Live event (June 1, golfing
fundraiser)
e Praise for the awarding of a grant from NIFLA for a medical
clinic assessment
e Pray for a successful Baby Bottle Blast fundraiser (Mother's
Day - Father's Day)
e We're looking to hire a new Fatherhood Program Director.
Pray that the Lord brings the right person to best serve the
men of Bridges.

ROBIN
WILLIAMS

Wheels for the World Outreach
May 16-24

Robin Williams will be heading to San
Marcos, Guatemala with Joni and
Friends to serve on a Wheels for the
World Outreach. If you would like to
support her financially, scan this QR
code or visit:

https://qrco.de/bgCoOWZ

PRAY

for the
Swansons

Points for Prayer:

Removal of any fungus on
the valve, pacemaker,
and in the blood as well
as medication side-
effects.

Protection from
infectious emboli and
vegetations.

Restoration of natural
ventricular heart beat
Clarity in decision-making
and the fungal source.
Thwarting of spiritual
schemes/attacks in light
of Revelation 12:10-11.
Christ's renewing
strength, peace, and joy.
God will be glorified in
this affliction and, as John
9:3, says “...that the works
of God might be
displayed in (me).”




NEW TO REDEMPTION?

Hi Therel

Whatever your background or situation, we're glad you've decided to join
us this morning. You might find it helpful to know that:

e There are bathrooms available in the lobby and in the courtyard.

e Nursery services are available for infants. We also dismiss children for
age-appropriate learning (toddlers through 5th Grade) during the
main teaching time (except on the 5th Sunday of the month).

e Anursing room and changing facilities are available in the Sanctuary
building.

Refreshments are available after the service - please stick around and say
hil

We look forward to getting to know you!

FIND COMMUNITY

Hungry for deeper, authentic relationships? We've got Men's, Women's, and Youth
Discipleship Groups to help us grow together in grace. We meet weekly to discuss
Scripture and pray. Contact the Church Office for location and availability.

Men's Groups
Mon. Evenings - Santa Rosa
Tues. Evenings - Rohnert Park

Weds. Evenings - Santa Rosa

Women's Groups

Weds. Mornings - Santa Rosa
Weds. Evenings - Rohnert Park
Thurs. Evenings - Santa Rosa

Youth (6th-12th Grade):
1%, 39 & 5" Wednesdays of each month — RHC Campus.
Contact Kellen for more info: kellen@RedemptionHillSR.org

Get In Touch

Mailing address: P.0. Box 571,
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
office@RedemptionHillSR.org
Tel. 707-576-0130
Office hours: Tues 9 am - 5 pm

Ministry Team

Elders:
Tim Swanson - Pastor/Elder
Kelly Hubley - Elder

Staff:

Wendy Cunningham - Worship Ministry
Director

Kellen Eddy - Youth Ministry Director
Sarah Mee - Church Administrative
Assistant / Tech Team Administrator
Alisa Swanson - Hospitality & Facilities
Administrator

: First Aid _
An AED and a Life-Vac anti-choking device
i are located in the Foyer. A box of other :
first aid supplies is in the Fireside Room,

: above the refrigerator.

LET'S CONNECT!

this code and fill it out online. Someone will be in touch soon.

First name:

We'd love to get to know you better and welcome you into our family. If you're ready to get connected, please
fill out a few details and leave this in the offering box on the back wall of the Sanctuary. Or, better still, scan

Last name:

OFL3H0

Email:

;r-ql _..-,.ll'

'.‘ “a l+

Phone:




HE HAS CAID
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