
Calendar In-Focus
Sun. Mar. 28th

Sun. Apr. 4th

Wed. Apr. 7th

Jul. 29th - Aug.
1st 

Sunday Worship @ 10am - on-site &
online.
Easter Sunday
Festivities begin @ 9:15 am
Worship service @ 10am 
Youth Discipleship - 7-8:30pm @
The Hansens'
Family Camp!

Things changed in the way we functioned at
church during the shelter period of the
pandemic. Some things we will want to pick
back up and others we will probably move
forward from. I was asked to think of a
passage or two that speaks to the notion of
our Sunday collection, more simply described
as, "passing the plate." Seemed simple
enough, but as I searched it made me
question more than I had of what it was all
about. I can find allot of articles and opinions
on what is given but not very much on how it is
given.  

Two passages come to mind the most, and
create a tension to wrestle with. The first is
Matthew 6:3: “But when you give to the needy,
do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing.” The second is Acts 4:34-35:
"There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds
of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet,
and it was distributed to each as any had
need. 

1st Corinthians 16 has a feel of a Sunday
public offering: “Now concerning the collection
for the saints: as I directed the churches of
Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day 
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of every week, each of you is to put something
aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that
there will be no collecting when I come”, has a
feel of a weekly offering but I may be reading too
much into that one.

So, are we to make private our offering, left hand
from right hand, or are we to be public about it,
laying it at the feet of the apostles? Matthew 6
instructs much about public and private.
Regarding prayer we can be tempted to think we
are being instructed pray privately. Jesus tells us
in 6:6, "But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you." But there are numerous times Paul
speaks of and records his prayers for the saints
of various churches. 

The point of Mathew 6 is the heart. Jesus'
warnings are about avoiding doing things in
public to be seen. There is a difference between
doing something where it is seen and doing
something to be seen. Matthew 6 even starts with
the warning against the hypocrisy of false
motives. From that I have ruled out that a public
collection of an offering is against biblical
principles.  

Now I want to move on to what is the gain of
carving out a collection time in our service. I lean
toward the larger time of our musical worship. I
find, and talking with others, there is a
consistency to the musical worship preparing me,
grounding me if you will, away from distraction
and focusing me spiritually to a godly view of
things. The act of praising and glorifying God in
song is a commitment beyond just meditating on
the matter. Can it be done without music? Yes,
but why eliminate was is enriching? I then believe
the few minutes we spend together with a
singular focus, that is giving of our tithes and
offerings, can do much the same. We take but a
moment to get the offering bag from the person
on one side of us to the hands of the person on
the other side of us. The rest of the time can be a
rich focus on gratitude and praise to the One who
is only asking a tenth (or the place you have 
settled on with prayer and consideration). I don’t

think dropping something in that bag or giving
on-line is really the matter at all. The significance 
 is the mind and heart during the process.

These are my thoughts and I believe them to be
biblically based and brought to you after prayer
and contemplation. They are thoughts that you
should prayerfully consider for yourself and be
better off for the time you spend on it wherever it
takes you.

Beth Hoh: Recovering from a major heart attack. Pray

for her recovery and her witness to her family. 

Manuel Septimo: Recovering following an allergic

reaction.
 

Doug and Dwayla Crandall: Praise God for their new

house. Dwayla is recovering from a broken wrist.

Brandi Durham: Recovering from recent surgery.

John Best: Recovering from recent surgery.

Maggie Marshall, the Marshall Family, and Santa

Rosa Christian Church: Long-time pastor, Steve

Marshall, recently went home to the Lord. 

The Stone Family: Sue, Joey, Mack, and their

extended family, as they grieve for Mark, who went to

be with the Lord on November 27th. 

Tim Swanson: recovering from pacemaker upgrade

surgery.

Margie Wayt: Undergoing radiation therapy for

cancer. Pray for strength and that her vertigo doesn't

flare up. 

Tim Welch: healing from recent stroke.

The Bauer Family:  following the passing of

Jonathan's mother.

Susan Ramos’s father, Bruce Botai: diagnosed with

terminal brain cancer.

Wisdom and favor with county and state officials

regarding gathering of Christ’s church.

Supervisor James Gore: endurance and wisdom as

he works on behalf of the county and churches.

Pray:



Serving Christ in Senegal, West

Africa, supervising the team that 's

translating the Bible into Wolof,

the commercial language of  

Marilyn Escher

Missionary of the Month

Praise God for her safe return to Senegal, with
blessings and gospel opportunities along the way. 
Team's annual spiritual retreat is this weekend.
In spite of Covid-19, God has facilitated the team's
staying on schedule to check the remaining 17% -
now only 12% of the Wolof Bible.
Political tensions in the country have settled
down.

POINTS  FOR  PRAYER :

Senegal. The team hopes to begin preparing the text of

the entire Bible for typesetting by the summer of 2022. 

Church of the Month

Give thanks for the 7 new believers recently
baptized, and for financial provision.
Pray that God would use FBC to faithfully
preach His gospel and give people hope.
Pray that God would add more committed
members to His church and raise up more
leaders.
Ask for wisdom as the church undergoes
rebranding and strives to enhances their
facility to increase and enrich their worship
of Jesus. 

POINTS  FOR  PRAYER :

Each month, we pray for another local church that's

seeking to proclaim the Gospel of Christ in Sonoma

County. This month, First Baptist Church, Windsor. 

Please join us for a special outdoor worship service
on April 4th, as we celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

Festivities, including food and an Easter egg hunt
for children in 5th grade and below, kick off at
9:15am. The worship service, which will also be live-
streamed, will begin at 10am.

Please register via the website or app to attend on-
site, and prayerfully consider inviting your friends
and neighbors.

https://redemptionhillsr.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/788262


Where do you live?
I live in Santa Rosa, Ca. with my wife of 42
years, Becky. 

Where were you born and raised?
I was born in Oakland, Ca., raised in Santa
Rosa since 5, 4th gen Sonoma County resident,
son of a Sebastopol farm boy.

How old were you when you started
following Jesus?
I accepted Christ as my Savior at age 7.
 

How long have you been coming to
Redemption Hill?
For 18 months after 55 years at Santa Rosa
Bible.

Do you have family in the area?
Our 3 children and 10 grandchildren live in
San Luis Obispo County (No, we are not
moving there).

How do you spend your time? 
I’m retired from Administrative/Financial work
for Sonoma County. Coaching high school
sports (golf, basketball, wrestling, football) for
over 25 years.  Long road trips in a vintage car.
Playing golf, camping/water skiing. Restoring
vintage cars, home and yard projects,
fixing/building anything. Playing the piano and
trumpet, especially hymns (miss those dearly).
Watching history related programs.

What do you love to talk about?
Things that make me, and hopefully others,
laugh. My family. Cars (like, ”Who had ‘The Car’
at your high school and what was it”?) and
other mechanical things. Sports. Learning
about other people’s family history and where
they grew up. 

What is something you're thankful for? 
Not to fret about what is currently going on in
the world, pray about it.  God is in control, not
the numbskulls who think that they are.

Anything else you'd like people to know
about yourself?
I love a taking a good hammock nap.  Enjoy
playing Bocce Ball and Corn Hole in our
backyard, so come over some time.  I have a
golf cage in the yard and enjoy helping others
learn or get better at golf.

Local Christian schools are now enrolling for the 2021-22

academic year. Click here for more details:

Harvest Christian School

Victory Christian Academy

Windsor Christian Academy

Christian Schools Enrolling

MEET THE FAMILY:
Ted Nelson

Thurs. July 29 - Sun. August 1

Family Camp 2021

Adults: $189 
Children: $169
Children 5 & under Free
Family Max: $885 

Registration is now open for Family Camp. 
We'll be taking time to relax, hear from the Lord, and
connect as a church family, amidst the beautiful
redwoods of Hartstone Bible Camp. 

Prices:

Deposit of $100 due 6/13/21 & Final Payments by
7/18/21. Price includes accommodation, 3 meals per
day, and all activities. Payments will be available via
the website or the Church Center App.

Hartstone Bible Camp is located north, in the Potter
Valley area. We will be staying in cabins (all with AC).  
 There are many options for outdoor recreation, from
rope swings to private riverfront beach access on the
Eel River. Games (outdoor and indoor), archery,
bounce houses, & more! 

Contact Angie Abegglen for more info.

https://harvestpetaluma.org/
https://victoryca.org/
http://www.windsorchristianacademy.org/
https://redemptionhillsr.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/730333
https://redemptionhillsr.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/730333

