
Pastor Tim Swanson preaches on, 

However, we truly had fun together being stuck
at home for months, where we completed
various art projects and had many movie nights,
enjoying each other’s company through it all.
God has blessed us financially, and continues to
teach us that we can rely on Him in times of
uncertainty and stress. 

God has really stretched us and taught us so
much about ourselves, each other, and Him. I
(Aaron) have needed to step up as the leader of
our household and let go of a lot of my childish
selfishness that I didn’t know that I was holding
on to. I (Alena) have had to learn to become 
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Reflections on 18 Months
of Marriage 

Over the last 18 months, we have lived a lot
more life than most newlyweds have by this
point in their marriage. God has seen us through
two fire seasons, numerous extended power
outages, and now this season of pandemic while
constantly proving to us that our safety and
comfort is in Him. We have had to learn very
quickly how to communicate deeper and have
patience, which came as a surprise to us
because we thought we knew each other so well
when we started our marriage. 

The Word 
This Week

Acts 18:1-28

by Aaron and Alena Schneider



more selfless now that there is someone else
besides me in my life to care for and nurture. I
have also had to figure out how to maintain a
household, and all the little things that come
with it, because I had only ever lived with my
parents before getting married. We have both
found a safety in each other we had never
imagined. Before being married, we both tended
to bottle up our emotions, and neither of us let
them out very often. Now, at this point in our
relationship, we feel immense comfort and relief
in bringing our emotions to light and working
through them together. 

It has been very hard for us to be so
disconnected from our church community and
the other relationships that are so important to
have in this stage of life, both those with older
believers and those of our own age. This time in
our lives is when couples tend to build some of
their best, deepest relationships and we have
not really had that opportunity. We are really
looking forward to the coming months when we
are led to become more involved in the church
community and those that God has brought into
our lives. We have felt an immense amount of
support through those who have checked in with
us and offered valuable advice throughout the
beginning of our marriage, and we look forward
to forming deeper bonds in the near future. 

We are so blessed to have God at the center of
our marriage, because we know that that is
where our strength comes from. He has truly
grown and shaped us so much in these last 18
months, both individually and together as one.

Manuel Septimo: Hospitalised with allergic reaction.
 

Doug and Dwayla Crandall: Moving house next

weekend. Dwayla has a broken wriest.
 

Brenda Allen: Diverted to Senegal, en route to Guinea.

Pray for rest, and a new Guinean residency visa.

Jen Brubaker: Settling into new home and ministry

position.

Brandi Durham: Recovering from recent surgery.

John Best: Recovering from recent surgery.

Maggie Marshall, the Marshall Family, and Santa

Rosa Christian Church: Long-time pastor, Steve

Marshall, recently went home to the Lord. 

The Stone Family: Sue, Joey, Mack, and their

extended family, as they grieve for Mark, who went to

be with the Lord on November 27th. 

Tim Swanson: recovering from pacemaker upgrade

surgery.

Margie Wayt: Undergoing radiation therapy for

cancer. Pray for strength and that her vertigo doesn't

flare up. 

Tim Welch: healing from recent stroke.

The Bauer Family:  following the passing of

Jonathan's mother.

Susan Ramos’s father, Bruce Botai: diagnosed with

terminal brain cancer.

RHC Leaders: For favor and wisdom  dealing with our

insurance company re: the storage room flood.

Wisdom and favor with county and state officials

regarding gathering of Christ’s church.

Supervisor James Gore: endurance and wisdom as

he works on behalf of the county and churches.

Bless those in need of extra care by taking them meal.

Click on the link below to sign up:

Stone Family

Serve the Family

Reflections on 18 Months of
Marriage, cont. Pray:

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=APWC1088


Where do you live?
I live in Rohnert Park with my husband, Joe. 

Where were you born and raised?
I was born and raised in San Jose, CA.

How old were you when you started following
Jesus?
I started following Jesus when I began Bible Study
Fellowship about 1982.

How long have you been coming to Redemption
Hill?
I went to Calvary Community Church and started
going to Redemption Hill when the churches merged
together.

Do you have family in the area?
We have three grown children. Two of them live
nearby with their families and one lives in Colorado
Springs with her family. We have eight grandchildren. 

How do you spend your time? 
We are both retired, but keep busy around the
house and yard. I enjoy cooking and baking,
gardening, spending time with family including
playing with grandchildren and family pets!

What do you love to talk about? 
I love talking about everyday life and listening to
others' experiences as well. This includes what Jesus
has done for me and others!

What is one thing that Christ is teaching you at
the moment?
I feel like Jesus is teaching me to enjoy each moment
and to always focus on Him no matter what. I am
learning to count on Christ to always help me when I
am worried about anything.

What is something you're thankful for? 
I am very thankful that our whole family loves one
another, and that we are best friends with all of our
inlays! 

Anything else you'd like people to know about
yourself? 
That I love attending Redemption Hill Church and all
the other people who are part of it! 

Meet the Family - 
Alana Gass

We would appreciate prayer for two pastoral

couples, the Ts, and the Ks. Pray for wisdom as John

counsels with them and helps them to thrive in

ministry and in their marriages.

Pray for H, an 70-year-old man who is in a Bible study

with John. We are not able to meet due to COVID,

but hope to resume our study from March.

Pray for the final editing and publishing steps for 

 John's book in Japanese. Pray that it would be a

blessing to church leaders. Pray for wisdom as he

hopes to use it as a consulting and training tool.

Pray for churches in Japan during Covid. Leaders

are facing challenges in leading the church. Pray for

creatively and endurance.

Pray for our four children: Yutaka, Jasmine, Christine

and Jeweliann who are all married.

Pray for John's counseling load, and for those who

may be experiencing trauma after Feb. 13th's

earthquake

Serving Christ in Japan through church revitalization,

clergy care, disaster response chaplaincy, and

education. 

Eriko & John Houlette 

Missionaries of the Month

POINTS  FOR  PRAYER :

Calendar In-Focus
Sun. Feb. 28th

Wed. Mar. 3rd 

Sun. Mar. 7th

Fri. Mar. 12th

Sunday Worship @ 10am - on-site &
online.
Youth Discipleship - 7:00-8:30pm @
The Hansens'.
Sunday Worship @ 10am - on-site &
online.
Movie Night - picnic from 6pm,
movie @ 6:30pm. 


